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BY CHRIS CARROLL

Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The head of one of 
the nation’s major veterans service orga-
nizations on Monday called on Veterans 
Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki and top 
department leadership to step down fol-
lowing reports of delays and neglect at VA 

health centers around the nation.
American Legion National Commander 

Daniel M. Dellinger said Monday the in-
cidents “are part of what appear to be a 
pattern of scandals that has infected the 
entire system.”

In a speech at the organization’s head-
quarters in Indianapolis, he also called 
for the resignations of Undersecretary for 

Health Robert Petzel and Undersecretary 
for Benefits Allison Hickey.

Dellinger’s call comes on the heels of 
whistleblower allegations that more than 40 
veterans may have died awaiting treatment 
while the Phoenix VA Health Care System 
maintained a secret waiting list designed to 
cover up delays in delivering care.

He also pointed to an outbreak of Le-

gionnaires’ disease at the VA Pittsburgh 
Healthcare System that he attributed to
“continuous management failures,” as 
well as delays in providing gastrointesti-
nal services to veterans in Georgia that he
said may have hastened the deaths of three 
cancer patients.

SEE LEGION ON PAGE 2

American Legion calls for Shinseki’s resignation
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Stars and Stripes

 WASHINGTON — The military is 
“hemorrhaging” readiness and must re-
duce troop pay raises and popular bene-
fits this coming year or risk a force that is 
ill-equipped and unprepared to fight, the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff told Senate lawmak-
ers Tuesday.

All members of the Joint Chiefs testi-
fied in a rare gathering before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee to warn of 
the dangers of a shrinking defense bud-
get and press for support of a 1 percent 
pay raise and reductions to commissary, 
housing and health care benefits.

The Department of Defense included 
the reforms in its annual budget, pro-

posed in March, but Congress is putting 
together its own budget plan, and many 
on Capitol Hill worry the cuts break 
promises made to servicemembers and 
could also harm the country’s defense. 
Last week, the House approved a draft 
budget that rejects the DOD proposals, 
and Senate debate opens this week.

Adm. James Winnefeld, vice chair-

man of the Joint Chiefs, told senators on 
the Armed Services Committee that the 
reforms are “fair and gradual,” despite 
some public outcry.

“Some say we are cutting pay,” Win-
nefeld said. “That is not true. We quickly 
eliminated any proposal … that would do 
that.”

SEE BRASS ON PAGE 3

Above, from left: Gen. James Amos, commandant of the Marine Corps; Adm. Jonathan Greenert, chief of naval operations; Adm. James Winnefeld, vice chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; Gen. Ray Odierno, Army chief of staff; Gen. Mark Welsh III, Air Force chief of staff; 

and Gen. Frank Grass, chief of the National Guard Bureau, testify before the Senate Armed Services Committee on Tuesday. 
RICK VASQUEZ/Stars and Stripes

Getting down to brass tacks
Joint Chiefs: Pay and benefits cuts needed to stop the readiness bleeding
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“As soon as he could talk, 
I told (him) he’s the man 
of the house. That’s what 

he did. He’s a hero.”
— The mother of an 8-year-old boy 

who grew up without a father and 
was killed while trying to protect his 

sister from an assault

See story on Page 11
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Dellinger also referred to a re-
port this week in USA Today about 
a VA investigation that showed 
clerks at a VA clinic in Fort Col-
lins, Colo., were told to falsify re-
cords so it would appear doctors 
were seeing patients within ap-
proved time frames.

Shinseki, who was wounded 
during the Vietnam War, retired 
from the Army in 2003 after serv-
ing as chief of staff. He was nomi-
nated by President Barack Obama 
and took over as VA secretary in 
January 2009.

White House officials said 
 Obama is taking the VA allega-
tions seriously and has ordered an 
investigation by the Veterans Af-
fairs Office of Inspector General.

“The president remains confi-
dent in Secretary Shinseki’s abil-
ity to lead the Department and 
to take appropriate action based 
on the IG’s findings,” the White 
House said in a statement.

In a statement emailed to Stars 
and Stripes, VA spokesman Drew 
Brookie defended Shinseki’s re-
cord, saying he had overseen a 
nearly 50 percent reduction in 
the disability claims backlog and 
a 24 percent reduction in veteran 
homelessness. Under Shinseki’s 
leadership, VA has also enrolled 
2 million more veterans in VA 
health care and provided post-9/11 

GI benefits to more than 1 million 
students, he said.

“Secretary Shinseki has dedi-
cated his life to his fellow veterans, 
and nobody is more committed 
to completing the work that lies 
ahead,” Brookie said. “As the sec-
retary says, providing veterans 
the quality care and benefits they 
have earned through their service 
is our only mission at VA.”

Dellinger said it saddened him 
to demand the resignations, and 
he praised Shinseki’s patriotism 
and sacrifice for the country while 
serving in the military.

“However, his record as the 
head of the Department of Veter-
ans Affairs tells a different story,” 
Dellinger said in his prepared re-
marks. “It’s a story of poor over-
sight and failed leadership.”

The head of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars issued a statement 
Monday opposing the Legion’s 
demand.

But VFW National Commander 
William A. Thien acknowledged 

Shinseki has plenty of explaining 
to do.

“It is paramount that Secretary 
Shinseki get publicly in front of 
this immediately to address the 
valid concerns of veterans and 
their families, and to re-establish 
the credibility of the entire VA 
health and benefits systems, and 
that of his own office,” Thien said 
in a news release.

“The VFW looks forward to the 
swift completion of the ongoing 
VA Inspector General’s investiga-
tion, and we also support closer 
congressional oversight to help 
ensure that the VA does not fail in 
its mission to care for wounded, 
ill and injured veterans and their 
survivors,” he added.

The head of the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan Veterans of America 
said the organization is surveying 
its membership on whether Shin-
seki should remain and would 
soon share the result.  However, 
Paul Rieckhoff, IAVA founder and 
CEO, said Congress must give 

Shinseki the power to effectively 
manage the VA.

“It’s not just about leadership;
it’s also about giving leadership 
the tools they need,” he said in an
emailed statement. “Congress can
do its part by passing H.R. 4031, 
the VA Management Accountabil-
ity Act, introduced by Jeff Miller
(R-Fla.), chairman of the House
Veterans Affairs Committee. We
need this legislation to strengthen
accountability by giving the VA
secretary complete authority to
fire or demote employees who
have failed to serve veterans.”

American Legion officials
said the last time the organiza-
tion called on a federal official to 
resign was in 1941, when it de-
manded Labor Secretary Frances 
Perkins step down.

Dellinger said veterans need as-
surance they will be safe receiv-
ing treatment at VA health care
centers. 

“Errors and lapses can occur 
in any system,” he said. “But The 
American Legion expects when
such errors and lapses are dis-
covered, that they are dealt with 
swiftly and that the responsible
parties are held accountable. This
has not happened at the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.”
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

Legion: VA, White House defend Shinseki’s abilities

MILITARY
 Dignitaries look 
over the newly 
unveiled Sikorsky 
CH-53K heavy-lift 
helicopter, called 
the King Stallion, 
during an official 
rollout Monday  at 
the Sikorsky Aircraft 
Corp. in Jupiter, Fla. 
The largest helicopter 
ever designed and 
built by Sikorsky, the 
CH-53K will replace 
the CH-53E Super 
Stallion helicopter for 
the U.S. Marine Corps 
beginning in 2019. 
It is equipped with 
three new 7,500-
horsepower engines 
that provide 57 
percent more power 
than the CH-53E but 
use less gas.
WILFREDO LEE/AP

‘ Secretary Shinseki has dedicated his life to his 
fellow veterans, and nobody is more committed 
to completing the work that lies ahead. ’

Drew Brookie
Veterans Affairs spokesman

Sikorsky unveils King StallionSikorsky unveils King Stallion
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 BY DONNA CASSATA

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — House Republicans
spare aircraft, bases and personnel ben-
efits from defense budget cuts by chipping 
away at money the Pentagon spends in pre-
paring the military for war.

Rep. Howard “Buck” McKeon, R-Calif., 
the chairman of the Armed Services Com-
mittee, unveiled the $601 billion measure
on Monday that reflects smaller military
budgets after more than a decade of war in 
Iraq and Afghanistan and the clout of con-
gressional deficit hawks determined to cut
federal spending.

Forced to make trade-offs within spend-
ing limits, the bill would spare the U-2 spy 
plane, born during the height of the Cold
War, by barring any money to the Penta-
gon to retire the aircraft. Amid the clamor
in Congress, the bill also would force the
Pentagon to keep the A-10 Warthog in stor-
age rather than retire the plane.

To offset those moves, the bill rejects
the Pentagon’s plea for another round of
military base closures to shutter unneces-
sary facilities and cuts some $1.4 billion for 
training, repairs and other operation and
maintenance.

The committee plans to consider McKe-
on’s blueprint, known as the chairman’s 
mark, and vote on it Wednesday.

A committee statement faulted Presi-
dent Barack Obama for the cuts even
though some congressional Republicans
have backed the reductions as part of a bi-
partisan agreement.

“In developing this proposal, Chairman
McKeon, together with members from both
parties, worked hard to find savings in less 
critical areas that do not pose the threat of 
irrevocable damage to the force or the po-
tential to harm recruiting or retention,” the 
committee said. “Still, at current resource
levels, tough choices must be made.”

The panel’s top Democrat, Rep. Adam
Smith, of Washington state, warned that 
the rejection of some of the Pentagon
proposals would degrade the military’s
readiness.

“While it is not our role to accept the de-
fense budget entirely as it is presented, it is
also not our role to make significant chang-
es that cause the Department of Defense 
harm based on parochial interest,” Smith
said in a statement.

The bill would reject Pentagon plans to
slightly increase the out-of-pocket expens-
es for servicemembers for housing and ask
military families and retirees to pay more
for health care. The Pentagon also wanted
to reduce the $1.4 billion in direct subsidies 
to military commissaries where military
families can buy name-brand groceries
and other items at reduced cost.

The bill would provide $100 million of
the $200 million requested for the commis-
saries in the budget for the fiscal year that 
begins Oct. 1.

Overall, the legislation would provide
$495.8 billion for the core defense budget, 
$17.9 billion for energy programs within
Pentagon spending and $79.4 billion for
the war in Afghanistan and other overseas
operations. 

House GOP 
spares 
benefits in 
budget plan

FROM FRONT PAGE

He also said the DOD is not proposing to 
immediately close stateside commissaries. 
Instead, he said, the stores would be forced 
to be more efficient.

Pentagon officials have acknowledged, 
however, that cutting more than two-
thirds of the commissary subsidy would 
likely result in the closing of some state-
side stores.

In addition to the 1 percent pay raise, the 
DOD proposes cutting subsidies to base su-
permarkets from $1.4 billion to $400 mil-
lion annually, reducing housing allowances 
until servicemembers pay about 5 percent 
for residences and utilities, and consolidat-
ing what Winnefeld called a “bewildering” 
Tricare health care system.

Overall, the reforms would save the mil-
itary about $2 billion in  fiscal 2015  and $31 
billion over five years. The DOD is under 
intense pressure to trim costs due to the 
Budget Control Act of 2011, also called se-
questration, which forces automatic budget 
cuts after Congress could not reach a deal 
to reduce federal spending.

Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin 
Dempsey — who made the “hemorrhag-
ing” remark — said the military has stud-
ied the pay and benefits issues and does 
not want to wait on the budget decisions 
until the Military Compensation and Re-
tirement Modernization Commission com-
pletes a congressionally mandated review 
in February. “We have enough information 
to make these changes now,” he said.

If the costs of benefits are not significant-
ly reduced, the money would need to come 
from training and equipment programs, 
according to the Joint Chiefs. Gen. Ray 
Odierno, Army chief of staff, said he fully 
supports all the pay and benefit changes 
and that Congress’ lack of support for cuts 
now would cause soldiers with less train-

ing and less modern equipment to bear the 
“miscalculations” on the battlefield.

“If Congress does not accept our propos-
als, you must end sequestration now,” Odi-
erno said.

Sen. James Inhofe, R-Okla., ranking 
member of the Armed Services Commit-
tee, echoed the sentiment of Republicans 
in the House, saying the DOD proposal to 
reform pay and benefits represents a false 
choice between making good on promises 
to troops and ensuring they can accom-
plish their mission.

“We are telling them that we are looking 
for a way out of our commitments to them,” 
Inhofe said. “The effects of these cuts are 
undermining the military’s ability to pro-
tect the nation.”

Armed Services Chairman Carl Levin, 
D-Mich., said ignoring the $2 billion in re-
forms this year comes at a steep cost to the 
military.

He said sequestration could in future 
years force further reductions in force 

strength, retirement of the entire KC-10 
tanker fleet and the latest version of the 
Global Hawk surveillance drone, fewer 
purchases of the Joint Strike Fighter air-
craft and drones, and the elimination of an 
aircraft carrier and carrier air wing.

“We surely must do all that we can to 
minimize the adverse impact of these pro-
posals,” Levin said. “But as long as the 
statutory budget caps remain in place, we 
do not have the option of simply rejecting 
these compensation proposals. We would 
have to make alternative cuts.”

Other senators on the committee took 
aim at sequestration, though Congress has 
been unable to kill it.

“The biggest problem really is seques-
tration,” Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 
said. “Unless Congress and the president 
work together, all these problems will 
pale in comparison to the challenge of 
sequestration.”
tritten.travis@stripes.com
Twitter: @Travis_Tritten

Brass: Joint Chiefs call 
for end to sequestration 
as cuts are weighed

PHOTOS BY RICK VASQUEZ/Stars and Stripes

 Gen. Ray Odierno, Army chief of staff, testifies before the Senate Armed Services Committee on Tuesday , making the case that 
cuts to pay and benefits are necessary to maintain military readiness. 

 Gen. Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, testifies before the Senate 
Armed Services Committee on  Tuesday . 

‘ If Congress does not accept 
our proposals, you must end 
sequestration now. ’

Gen. Ray Odierno
chief of staff of the Army
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 BY ZACHARY A. GOLDFARB

 The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The United States 
has reached agreement with the govern-
ment of Djibouti to preserve a key military 
base in the Horn of Africa that has been 
central to U.S. counterterrorism efforts in 
East Africa and previously served as a key 
launching point for drone strikes through-
out the region.

President Barack Obama announced the 
agreement Monday at the White House 
during a meeting with Djibouti’s president, 
Ismail Omar Guelleh. An administration 
official said the U.S. government would 
pay $630 million over the next decade to 
Djibouti to lease the base, called Camp 
Lemonnier. At $63 million per year, the fee 
is almost double the $38 million that the 
United States has been paying.

“Camp Lemonnier is extraordinarily 
important not only to our work throughout 
the Horn of Africa but throughout the re-
gion,” Obama said.

The military base, which houses 4,000 
personnel, had been the launching site for 
key elements of the Obama administration’s 
counterterrorism strategy in East Africa 
and Yemen. U.S. military forces have spent 
years trying to counter the presence of al-
Qaida in Yemen and al-Shabab in Somalia.

Since its establishment in 2001, the base 

— which shares an airstrip with Djibouti’s 
commercial airport — was secretly trans-
formed into one of the most active sites for 
launching drone strikes outside the Af-
ghanistan-Pakistan region.

Last year, the military was forced to re-
locate drones after a series of crashes led to 
intense fears that civilians could be killed 
at the airport. The military now uses air-
strips in more remote parts of the country.

 Obama credited Djibouti with aiding the 
fight against terrorism in Somalia .

“There’s a significant presence of sol-
diers from Djibouti who are participating
in the multinational force that has been
able to push back al-Shabab’s control over 
large portions of Somalia,” Obama said.

According to the terms of the base agree-
ment, the United States and Djibouti can
renew the lease for another 10 years at the
same rate of $63 million a year. They can
then renew the lease for another 10 years
at a renegotiated rate.

“The fact that we welcome the U.S.
forces in our country show our support for
international peace and for peace in our
region as well,” Guelleh said. “We do that
all for peace in the world and for peace in
Africa.”

At the meeting, Obama also pledged to
increase financial aid to Djibouti outside of 
the base agreement, including helping to
expand skills training and foreign aid. 

  From wire reports 

An inmate at the U.S. prison at 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, is not at-
tending his parole board hearing 
because he does not want to sub-
mit to what he considers an overly 
intrusive body search, according 
to a statement released Friday 
from a military official appointed 
to represent him.

Mohammed al-Shimrani, who 
has been held at the U.S. base in 
Cuba without charge for 12 years, 
was scheduled to appear Monday 
before the Periodic Review Board, 

which was to consider whether he 
can be transferred back to his na-
tive Saudi Arabia.

The review process began last 
year as part of a renewed effort by 
President Barack Obama to close 
the prison and the board is expect-
ed to evaluate about half of the 154 
men still held there.

Shimrani, 39, sa id he would not 
attend because the body search, 
in which guards touch the area 
near his genitals, is “humiliat-
ing and degrading,” according to 
the statement.

The personal representative, a 
military officer appointed to rep-
resent him at the review board, 
said the prisoner has refused 
meetings at the prison and turned 
down dental appointments be-
cause of the searches.

Lawyers for prisoners have said 
in the past that prisoners at Guan-
tanamo have refused meetings 
and phone calls because of the 
searches, which are required each 
time they move from one section of 
the prison to another. Complaints 
about the practice emerged in the 

context of the prison’s long-run-
ning hunger strike.

In July 2013, in response to a 
legal challenge, U.S. District Court 
Judge Royce Lamberth found 
that the searches were blocking 
prisoners’ access to counsel and 
ordered the military to halt the 
practice. The government ap-
pealed to a higher court, arguing 
that the searches, imposed after a 
detainee suicide, are necessary to 
prevent the smuggling of contra-
band within Guantanamo. 

The court authorized the search-

es while a ruling is pending.
The Periodic Review Board can

go on without the participation of
Shimrani. He has been held as a
suspected recruiter for al-Qaida
and the Taliban who joined the 
jihad in Afghanistan.

A U.S. intelligence profile of the
prisoner, created recently for the
board, calls Shimarani a “prob-
lematic and unpredictable detain-
ee” who has “used his authority
as a religious leader to encourage
other detainees not to cooperate 
with detention staff.” 

 The Associated Press

KABUL  — A roadside bomb-
ing on Tuesday killed three po-
licemen and wounded two in the
country’s western Herat prov-
ince, a security official said.

District police chief Shir Agha
Alokozay said the attack took
place in the province’s Obe dis-
trict on Tuesday morning when
the police vehicle the officers
were riding in hit the roadside
bomb.

Alokozay said the bomb was
set off by a remote-control device
and that the police have caught a 
suspect with the remote control.

Another roadside bomb killed
four policemen and wounded four
others in the same province the
previous night, according to Bor-
der Police Chief Gen. Moham-
mad Juma Adeel. He added that
the four were in critical condition
after the bombing in Ghoryan
district.

No one immediately claimed
responsibility for the attacks but
Afghan security forces are fre-
quently targeted by insurgents 
and violence has intensified in 
the country as most international 
troops prepare to withdraw at the 
end of the year. 

Troops in Kabul get treat from country star
 Country singer Craig Morgan visit s  troops from the XVIII Airborne Corps in Kabul  . Morgan, who served in the  Army for 19 years, is on a tour 
to perform for deployed servicemembers. Morgan autographed a guitar belonging to one of the soldiers that he used to play for the troops.  

Courtesy of the U.S. Army

3 Afghanistan 
police killed 
in bombing

Guantanamo inmate to skip parole hearing to avoid body search

Deal extends US lease on Djibouti base
‘ Camp Lemonnier is extraordinarily important not 
only to our work throughout the Horn of Africa but 
throughout the region. ’

President Barack Obama
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BY ERIK SLAVIN

Stars and Stripes

 YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — At least three of the Na-
vy’s four P-3 Orion surveillance 
aircraft damaged  when snow col-
lapsed a Japanese contractor’s 
hangar in February were crushed 
beyond repair, according to a 
media report.

A spokeswoman at Naval Air 
Station Patuxent River, Md., told 
the Navy League’s Seapower 
magazine on May 5 that Navy 
damage assessments concluded 
that the P-3s were totaled by 
 unusually heavy snowfall at the 
NIPPI Corp. maintenance facility  
 near Naval Air Facility Atsugi.

“Of the four aircraft, three have 
been assessed as a total loss,” said 
LaToya Graddy, spokeswoman 
for the Navy’s Maritime Patrol 
and Reconnaissance Aircraft 
Program Office.  “The remaining 
aircraft will be assessed for ser-
viceability once the roof struc-
ture is removed. All four aircraft 
were receiving normally sched-
uled depot-level maintenance.

“As of April 2014, we have 115 
P-3Cs in inventory,” Graddy said. 
“Of that, 82 are available.”

The remaining are either in 
the depot for modifications or re-
pairs, or they are scheduled for 
maintenance, she said. 

The 550-foot-long hangar 
housed 10 aircraft, including the 

U.S. Navy planes and six vari-
ants of the Japan Self-Defense 
Force P-3. The 50-foot-high  roof 
dated  to the 1950s, Japanese of-
ficials said following the hangar 
collapse. 

After a warmer-than-average 
winter with little snowfall, the 
Tokyo region, where the NIPPI 
facility is located, was blanketed 
by  more than 30 inches of snow in 
February.  

Japanese Defense Ministry 
officials were unavailable for 
comment Tuesday, which was a 
national holiday in Japan. NAF 
Atsugi officials were also un-
available for comment Tuesday 
afternoon.

The P-3 Orion has patrolled the 
Pacific on anti-submarine and 
surveillance missions since its 
introduction in the 1960s. Each 
four-engine turboprop aircraft 

costs $36 million, according to 
the U.S. Navy’s Fact File website 

The Navy is slowly phasing out 
the P-3 in favor of the new P-8 
Poseidon  aircraft, which has an 
upgraded airframe and avionics 
enhancements.

The P-8 planes began arriv-
ing at U.S. bases in Japan in 
December.  
slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter:@eslavin_stripes

Stars and Stripes

 KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — A U.S. Army private serv-
ing in Afghanistan died Saturday
in Germany from a non-combat-
related illness, the Defense De-
partment said Monday.

Pfc. Daniela “Dani” Rojas,
of Los An-
geles, was 
medically 
evacuated to 
Germany on 
April 30 and 
immediately 
transferred 
to a German 
hospital in 
Homburg, a 
spokeswom-
an for the 
military’s Landstuhl Regional
Medical Center said. 

Military officials would not pro-
vide details about Rojas’ illness.

Landstuhl spokeswoman Marie
Shaw said Rojas was taken to
Homburg after her medical evac-
uation flight landed at Ramstein
Air Base because her illness
“would have required treatment 
beyond our capability.”

Homburg, a large university 
hospital with many specialities, is
about 15 miles west of Landstuhl.

Rojas, 19, joined the Army in
October 2012 and was assigned as
a unit supply specialist to the 4th 
Infantry Brigade Combat Team,
4th Infantry Division, based at
Fort Carson, Colo.

She deployed to Afghanistan 
Feb. 1, according to service infor-
mation provided by a Fort Carson
official.

Rojas earned the Army Good
Conduct Medal, as well as a hand-
ful of other awards for her service
and deployment to Afghanistan, 
the official said 

 1 killed, 3 injured in 
Fort Bliss helo crash

 FORT BLISS, Texas  — One sol-
dier died and three others were 
injured when their helicopter 
crashed during weekend train-
ing exercises from a West Texas 
post.

Sgt. Dwight Burn, 27, died when 
the CH-47 Chinook he was in 
crashed Saturday night near Oro-

grande, N.M. Another crewmem-
ber and two pilots were injured.

All four soldiers are with the 
82nd Combat Aviation Brigade 
from Fort Bragg, N.C.  

The soldiers were conducting 
high-altitude mountainous envi-
ronment training out of Fort Bliss 
in El Paso.

 An investigation of the crash 
could take up to six months to 
complete.
From The Associated Press

Rojas

A hangar with U.S. and Japanese military surveillance planes inside collapsed near Naval Air Facility 
Atsugi, Japan, on Feb. 15, due to heavy snow.

Crushed Orions declared total loss
MILITARY

Soldier dies 
from illness

Navy aircraft 
suffered damage 
in roof collapse 
after Japan snow
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PACIFIC

BY ERIK SLAVIN

Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — China is drilling for oil 
in waters claimed by Vietnam in 
the latest dispute over territory in 
the South China Sea, a region that 
deeply concerns U.S. strategists 
focused on preserving freedom of 
navigation.

Vietnam Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Le Hai Binh said the 
Chinese deep water drilling rig 
was operating about 150 miles 
from Vietnam’s coast, in an area 
“undeniably within Vietnam’s ex-
clusive economic zone and conti-
nental shelf.”

“Vietnam resolutely protests 
any activity conducted by foreign 
countries in its waters without 

permission,” Binh said in a state-
ment posted on the Foreign Min-
istry’s website. “Such an activity 
is illegal and void.”

International maritime law 
generally considers waters within 
200 nautical miles  of a country’s 
borders to be part of its exclusive 
economic zone.

The drilling site is about 225 
miles from China’s Hainan Is-
land, which is connected by a 
bridge to the Chinese mainland. 
However, the site is about 30 
miles from the disputed Paracel 
Islands, which China declared 
part of the prefectural-level city 
of Sansha in 2012.

The islands and reefs them-
selves are of little value, but the 
surrounding waters are believed 

to contain vast oil and natural gas 
resources. 

China claims the islands — 
along with about 90 percent of the 
South China Sea — based largely 
on what it deems historical discov-
ery. Its claims clash with those of 
Vietnam, the Philippines, Brunei, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Taiwan, 
which base their claims mostly 
on international law, though Binh 
noted that Vietnam has “suf-
ficient historical evidence and 
legal bases” to claim sovereignty 
over the Paracels.

Asked about Vietnam’s protest, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokes-
woman Hua Chunying said the rig 
was operating “completely within 
the waters of China’s Paracel Is-
lands,” according to Reuters. Hua 

declined to elaborate.
The Maritime Safety Adminis-

tration of China announced May 3 
on its website that all ships should 
stay 1 mile away from the rig, 
called the Haiyang Shiyou 981.

China’s move comes just after 
President Barack Obama’s visit 
to Japan, South Korea, the Phil-
ippines and Malaysia. All except 
South Korea have territorial dis-
putes with China.

During a news conference in 
Manila, Obama noted that the 
United States doesn’t “go around 
sending ships and threatening 
folks” when it has territorial dis-
putes, a pointed reference to Chi-
na’s actions.

In recent years, China has held 
multiple maritime standoffs with 
Vietnamese and Philippine ships. 
Recently, Chinese ships tried to 
block the resupply of a rusting 
barge manned by a small Philip-

pine garrison at the disputed Sec-
ond Thomas Shoal.

Obama also voiced support
for Manila’s right to challenge
Chinese claims in international
court. The Philippines filed a 
4,000-page brief at the interna-
tional Permanent Court of Arbi-
tration in The Hague on March
30, challenging a map that China
uses to assert South China Sea
control. 

The U.S. Navy conducts free-
dom-of-navigation operations to
assert international rights of sea
passage in regions with “unlaw-
ful maritime sovereignty claims,” 
according to the State Depart-
ment. A report to Congress stated
that the Navy carried out such 
operations on China and 10 other
nations in fiscal year 2013, includ-
ing allies like the Philippines.
slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter:@eslavin_stripes

BY TOSHIO SUZUKI

Stars and Stripes

Air Force helicopters airlifted 
two seriously injured Chinese 
fishermen from a skiff in the 
Pacific Ocean on Tuesday, two 
days after pararescuers jumped 
to their location to provide emer-
gency medical care.

The injured fishermen, along 
with nine others, abandoned their 
sinking ship after a fire and were 
initially found by a Venezuelan 
fishing boat about 1,100 nautical 
miles off the coast of Mexico.

Two of the 11 sailors died from 
their wounds while the others 
were uninjured and later trans-
ferred to a nearby Chinese ves-
sel. Another six were believed to 
be missing.

The Venezuelan ship called the 

Air Force Rescue Coordination 
Center on Friday asking for med-
ical assistance, starting the com-
plicated pararescue effort from 
a team based at Davis-Monthan 
Air Force Base in Arizona.

When Pave Hawk choppers 
reached the Venezuelan ship 
Monday, it was about 600 nautical 
miles from the coast of Mexico.

It took two days to get the vessel 
closer to shore to help facilitate 
the helicopter rescue, said Maj. 
Sarah Schwennesen, a Davis-
Monthan spokeswoman. 

The six pararescue airmen 
used small speed boats and a skiff 
from the larger Venezuelan ship 
to create a safer, more level base 
for hoisting.

As seen in images provided by 
the Air Force, the injured Chinese 
sailors were attached to parares-

cue personnel when being lifted 
to the helicopters.

The Pave Hawks then flew to 
Cabo San Lucas, Mexico, where 
the injured were transferred to a 
HC-130 for a flight to a burn unit 
in San Diego.

The two arrived Monday night.
“All in all, the injured patients 

have been delivered to a higher 
level of care, and that was our 
mission,” Schwennesen said.

Despite the fishing boat being 
moved closer to shore, the heli-
copter pilots still flew for nine 
hours, requiring refueling four 
times. The two HC-130J aircraft 
that dropped off the pararescue 
airmen and their zodiac boats 
took 11 hours and also required 
refueling.
suzuki.toshio@stripes.com
Twitter: @ToshJohn

China drills in disputed area off Vietnam

AF airlifts injured fishermen

 JAY C. PUGH/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy

A Vietnamese sailor works alongside U.S. sailors aboard the destroyer USS McCain during training in 
April at Da Nang, Vietnam.  This week, Vietnamese officials condemned Chinese oil drilling in disputed 
waters near the Paracel Islands in the South China Sea.
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 BY PETER LEONARD 
AND YURAS KARMANAU

The Associated Press

DONETSK, Ukraine — Ukrai-
nian troops tightened a security 
cordon around a major insurgent-
held eastern city Tuesday, but pro-
Russia militia acted with impunity 
elsewhere in the turbulent region 
bordering Russia, surrounding a 
major Interior Ministry base.

Thirty pro-Russia insurgents 
and four government troops were 
killed Monday in operations to 
expunge anti-government forces 
around the city of Slovyansk, 
Ukraine’s interior minister report-
ed Tuesday. Rebels said 10 people 
— fighters and civilians — were 
killed by Ukrainian troops during 
clashes Monday. They would not 
elaborate, and there was no imme-
diate way to reconcile the figures.

Gunbattles on Monday around 
the city of 125,000 were the inter-
im government’s most ambitious 
effort to date to quell weeks of un-
rest in Ukraine’s mainly Russian-
speaking east.

In the southwest, Kiev authori-
ties also attempted to reassert 
control over the key Black Sea 
region of Odessa by appointing a 
new governor there Tuesday.

This nation of 46 million is fac-
ing its worst crisis in decades 
after its Moscow-leaning presi-
dent, whose base was in the east, 
fled to Russia in February follow-
ing months of protests. Ukraine’s 
eastern regions, where armed 

insurgents have seized dozens of 
government buildings and police 
stations in recent weeks, are now 
at odds with western and central 
Ukraine, which seek closer ties 
with Europe and largely back the 
government in Kiev.

Interior Minister Arsen Ava-
kov posted the death toll on his 
Facebook page Tuesday, adding 
that 20 government troops were 
also injured during fighting in 
Slovyansk. He said about 800 pro-
Russia forces in and around Slovy-
ansk were deploying large-caliber 
weapons and mortars Monday.

By Tuesday morning, Ukrai-
nian forces had taken hold of a 
key checkpoint north of the city, 
dealing a blow to insurgent lines 
of communication.

In Donetsk, a major city  75 
miles south of Slovyansk, the air-
port was closed during the day to 
international flights following a 
government order but reopened 
later.

In the afternoon, about 30 pro-
Russia militants armed with 
automatic rifles and grenade 

launchers surrounded an Inte-
rior Ministry base in Donetsk, de-
manding that the troops inside not 
join any government operations 
against pro-Russia forces. While 
it was unclear whether they would 
attack, besieging a government-
forces base marked an uptick in 
the offensive of the militants, who 
previously had focused on seizing 
police stations and government 
buildings.

In the southwest, Kiev authori-
ties announced Tuesday that they 
were firing the acting governor in 
Odessa and replacing him with a 
member of parliament, Ihor Pa-
lytsya. Odessa’s police chief was 
also fired over the weekend.

The move over the predomi-
nantly Russian-speaking region 
came after 46 people died Friday, 
many in a building fire, after a 
pro-Ukraine march in Odessa 
turned into a melee of fighting.

The concern that Odessa could 
be the next region to fall to pro-
Russia forces — particularly after 
67 people detained in Friday’s ri-
oting were released by police Sun-

day under pressure from an angry 
crowd — has sparked concern in 
Kiev.

Opposing sides of the Ukraine 
conflict have traded bitter recrim-
inations over the Odessa deaths. 
As residents gathered on Tuesday 
to lay flowers near the building, 
they remained confused about 
exactly what caused the fire and 
suspicious of the police forces who 
for whatever reason did not stop 
the bloodshed.

Those who gathered to com-
memorate the victims, at least 15 
of whom were buried Tuesday, 
fell in both the pro-Ukraine and 
pro-Russia camps. But most peo-
ple placed responsibility for what 
happened on the police for stand-
ing aside during the violence and 
for later releasing the pro-Russia 
activists.

“I saw how the police were 
on the side of the pro-Russians 
— they broke rank when the Rus-
sians attacked and closed ranks 
when they stepped back,” said Vi-
taly Khadyko, 46. 

UKRAINE UNREST

BY SETH ROBSON 
AND JON HARPER

Stars and Stripes

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — 
Russian military planes and ships 
have been stepping up patrols in 
the Pacific in response to tensions 
in Ukraine, according to the com-
mander of Pacific Air Forces.

“[There’s been] a significant 
amount of increase in the amount 
of activity from Russia in the Asia-
Pacific,” PACAF commander 
Gen. Herbert Carlisle said Mon-
day. “And we relate a lot of that to 
what’s going on in the Ukraine.”

Speaking at the Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies 
think tank, Carlisle said Russia 
has been demonstrating its capa-
bilities and gathering intelligence 
on U.S. military exercises in the 
Pacific.

The activity has included long-
range air patrols near the coast 
of California and around the U.S. 
territory of Guam, he said.

“They’re doing this to demon-
strate their capability to do it, and 
to gather intelligence in cases like 

Foal Eagle and other exercises,” 
Carlisle said..

A U.S. F-15 fighter jet recently 
intercepted a Russian strategic 
bomber near Guam. Russian air 
patrols have sharply increased 
around Japanese islands and 
Korea, and Russian ships also 
have been more active in the re-
gion, he said.

Reuters news agency reported 
last month that the number of 
Japan Air Self Defense Force 
scrambles against Russian planes 
rose   to 359 during the year ended 
in  March, up 45 percent from the 
previous year.

Japan also scrambled combat 
planes against Chinese aircraft 
415 times during the same period, 
up 36 percent from a year earlier. 
It was the highest number since 
the ministry started disclosing 
country-specific figures in 2001. 
As a result, Japan’s total scrambles 
over 12 months came to 810 — a 
24-year high, Reuters reported.

P ACAF public affairs officer 
Master Sgt. Victoria Boncz said 
the North American Aerospace 
Defense Command  had inter-

cepted in excess of 50 Russian 
long-range bomber aircraft over 
the last five years. The upswing 
in Russian and Chinese military 
activity in the Pacific comes at a 
time when the U.S. defense bud-
get is being slashed by billions of 
dollars.

“Today, I believe that we have 
more mission than we have 
money, manpower or time,” Carl-
isle warned. “And it’s going to stay 
that way, as I see it, for the fore-
seeable future.”

Carlisle described Russia’s 
behavior in the Ukraine as very 
aggressive. 

“For many nations that have ter-
ritorial disputes or internal unrest 
— I mean PRC (the People’s Re-
public of China) being one — they 
have unrest challenges they face in 
[their provinces and] in Taiwan,” 
he said. “So in some ways, that’s 
disconcerting to them because of 
internal unrest. And then in other 
ways, quote-unquote, the ability 
to take what they believe is right-
fully theirs in some method other 
than under international law, then 
that’s something that’s concerning 

on the other end of the spectrum.”
Despite the concerns, he said 

America’s military rebalance to 
the Pacific is alive and well.

“I know people talk about, ‘Is it 
actually happening during seques-
tration?’ ” he said. “ ‘Did it hap-
pen yet?’ It happened. … I think 
the amount of engagement we’re 
doing has gone up drastically. … 
The rebalance is fully engaged.”

robson.seth@stripes.com
Twitter: @SethRobson1
harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

 BY STEPHEN OHLEMACHER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The United 
States is planning to use an anti-
tax-evasion law to punish Russia
for its actions in Ukraine, a tac-
tic that could prove to be more
costly than sanctions. The law was
passed in 2010, long before the cri-
sis in Ukraine. But it could become
a powerful economic weapon.

Beginning in July, federal law 
requires U.S. banks to start with-
holding a 30 percent tax on certain 
payments to financial institutions
in other countries unless those
foreign banks have agreements in
place to share information about
U.S. account holders with the 
Internal Revenue Service. The
withholding applies mainly to in-
vestment income.

Russia and dozens of other coun-
tries have been negotiating infor-
mation-sharing agreements with

the U.S. in
an effort to 
spare their
banks from 
such harsh
penalties.

But after 
Russia 
annexed 
Crimea and
was seen
as stoking

separatist movements in eastern
Ukraine, the Treasury Depart-
ment quietly suspended nego-
tiations in March. With the July
1 deadline approaching, Russian 
banks are now concerned that the
price of investing in the United
States is about to go up.

“It’s a huge deal,” said Mark E.
Matthews, a former IRS deputy
commissioner. “It would throw
enormous uncertainty into the
Russian banking community.”

The new law means Russian
banks that buy U.S. securities 
after July 1 could forfeit 30 per-
cent of the interest and dividend 
payments. The withholding ap-
plies to stocks and bonds, including 
U.S. Treasurys. Some previously
owned securities would be ex-
empt from the withholding, but in
general previously owned stocks
would not.

Private investors who use
Russian financial institutions to 
facilitate trades also face the with-
holding penalty. Those private 
investors could later apply to the
IRS for refunds, but the inconve-
nience would be enormous.

“It’s a big problem for them,” 
Matthews  said. “It decreases their
competitiveness, and they may
have capital flight elsewhere.” 

US to apply 
tax law to 
Russian banks

DARKO VOJINOVIC/AP

A pro-Russia gunman stands next to the old Russian military flag and guards the local administration 
building in the center of Slovyansk, eastern Ukraine, on Tuesday .

Crisis in 
Ukraine 
deepens

Russia steps up military activity in Asia-Pacific

‘ It’s a big 
problem for 
them. ’

Mark E. 
Matthews

former IRS deputy 
commissioner
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 BY LISA CORNWELL

The Associated Press

DAYTON, Ohio  —  Authorities 
say a man charged in a shooting 
at an Ohio veterans hospital in-
tended to intimidate former co-
workers he believed were having 
inappropriate relationships with 
his wife and daughter.

Federal authorities said in a 
statement that Neil Moore, 59, of 
Trotwood, was charged Tuesday 
in Dayton with assault with a dan-
gerous weapon and use of a dead-
ly weapon during the commission 
of a violent crime. It wasn’t im-
mediately known whether Moore 
has an attorney.

Court documents say Moore 
entered a room where several 
people were playing cards and 

pointed a gun at them saying not 
to “mess” with his family.

Authorities said he fired three 
shots when a former co-worker 
lunged at him, wounding another 
one in the ankle. Dayton Police 
Chief Richard Biehl identified 
the victim as Paul Burnside, 61.

Police said Moore left the hos-
pital after the shooting, but was 
taken into custody at another hos-
pital where he was seeking psy-
chiatric treatment.

 “Somehow he was able to get 
from here to there,” Biehl said. 

 Moore worked in housekeep-
ing for 27 years before retiring 
last October, according to a state-
ment from the hospital. Burnside 
also was a housekeeping aide and 
started at the hospital in 1998.

Three people witnessed the 

shooting, authorities said. In a 911 
call, an officer with the Veterans 
Affairs police told a dispatcher 
the suspected gunman was wear-
ing a jacket with a U.S. Marine 
Corps emblem and that they were 
searching for him on the first floor. 
The FBI said a revolver was found 
later inside the suspect’s vehicle.

Moore’s sister-in-law, Stephanie 
Brooks, told reporters outside the 
family’s home in the Dayton sub-
urb of Trotwood that they were 
devastated. “We’re all confused 
and we’re trying to find out what 
has happened,” she said.

Myshalee Williams, a neigh-
bor, said Moore was always kind 
and soft-spoken. “He is always so 
friendly and he really is a good 
family man ,” she said.  

 BY ROBERT BURNS

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — The Navy 
admiral fired last fall as the No. 2 
commander of U.S. nuclear forc-
es was given a letter of reprimand 
Monday and ordered to forfeit 
$4,000 in pay but will be allowed 
to remain on duty as a Navy staff 
officer, the Navy said.

In a brief statement, the Navy 
said a superior officer determined 
that Rear Adm. Timothy Giardi-
na’s involvement in a casino gam-
bling case violated the Uniform 
Code of Military Justice on two 
counts of conduct unbecoming an 
officer and a gentleman.

The first count involved Giar-
dina lying to an investigator and 
the second related to his failure to 
surrender — and his subsequent 
use of — counterfeit poker chips 
that he claimed he had found at 
the casino, the Navy said.

Giardina accepted the so-called 
nonjudicial punishment from 
Adm. Bill Gortney rather than 
exercising his option to challenge 
it by requesting a court-martial.

The casino matter was inves-
tigated by the Naval Criminal 
Investigative Service, which was 
unable to determine with cer-
tainty how Giardina came into 
possession of the phony chips. 

He acknowledged using three 
$500 chips which were subse-
quently discovered by casino of-

ficials to have been counterfeit.
At the time of the incident at 

the Horseshoe Casino in Council
Bluffs, Iowa, Giardina was dep-
uty commander of U.S. Strategic

Command 
in Omaha, 
Neb., which
is respon-
sible for the
full arsenal 
of U.S. nucle-
ar weapons.

He is the 
second se-
nior officer
with respon-
sibility for 
nuclear 

weapons to be fired in recent
months; the other was Air Force
Maj. Gen. Michael Carey, who
was commander of the land-based
nuclear missile corps when he
was relieved of duty last October 
after an alcohol-fueled episode in
Russia last July.

 Together the Giardina and
Carey firings stirred questions
about the quality of the military’s
nuclear leadership, particular-
ly in the case of the Air Force,
which also has suffered a series
of missteps in training, security
and inspections. In November,
Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel
expressed concern about nuclear
leadership lapses, and in Janu-
ary he ordered a broad review of
nuclear forces. 

 2 charged with hacking 
Navy, other systems 

TULSA, Okla.  — Federal pros-
ecutors in Tulsa say two men are 
charged with conspiring to hack 
into computer systems of the Navy 
and more than 30 other govern-
ment, business and university 
sites.

United States Attorney Danny 
C. Williams Sr. said Monday that 
 Nicholas Paul Knight, 27, of Chan-
tilly, V a., and  Daniel Trenton 
Krueger, 20, of Salem, Ill ., were 
trying to steal identities, obstruct 

justice and damage a protected
computer.

Williams sa id the Navy quickly
discovered the breach and located 
the two suspects.

The case is being prosecuted in
Tulsa because the Navy servers 
that were hacked are located in
the city. The men allegedly hacked
a system used to manage trans-
fers for members of all branches 
of the military. The system stores
personal information for 220,000 
servicemembers.

Knight was in the Navy. 
From The Associated Press

Giardina

Fired admiral to stay 
on duty as staff officer

Man charged in shooting 
at Ohio veterans hospital

AL BEHRMAN/AP

People wait outside a Veterans Affairs hospital after  being evacuated on Monday  in Dayton, Ohio.  A 
shooting at the  VA hospital  left one housekeeping  employee with a minor injury. 
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 BY SADIE GURMAN

The Associated Press

DENVER  — The opening 
months of Colorado’s first-in-the-
nation recreational marijuana 
industry have seen a rise in fiery 
explosions and injuries as pot 
users try to make the drug’s intox-
icating oil in crude home-based 
laboratories.

Since Jan. 1, when sales began, 
the state’s only certified adult 
burn center has treated 10 people 
with serious injuries they suffered 
while making hash oil, compared 
with 11 in 2013 and one in 2012.

Law enforcement and fire of-
ficials, meanwhile, are grappling 
with how to respond, as the ques-
tionable legality of the process has 
made it difficult to punish ama-
teur chemists. Some prosecutors 
are charging them with felonies, 
while others say hash oil produc-
tion is protected under a provision 
of the new legal pot law.

“These today are the meth labs 
of the ’90s,” said police Sgt. Pat 
Long in Thornton, a Denver sub-
urb where officers were puzzled 

by the city’s first hash oil explosion 
in January. “We have to change 
our thinking and what we’re look-
ing for.”

Hash oil is typically made by 
packing the castoff leaves and 
stems of pot plants into a pipe and 
pouring highly flammable butane 
through it. The concoction is heat-
ed to make the potent oil for far 
cheaper than it can be purchased 
in stores.

The golden mixture can be up to 
80 percent THC, marijuana’s in-
toxicating chemical, and devotees 
say one or two drops can produce 
a more euphoric high than an en-
tire joint. It can also be infused 
into baked goods or vaporized.

Without proper ventilation, bu-
tane fumes can linger. All it takes 
is a spark of static electricity to ig-
nite a room.

Firefighters in the state have 
raced to at least 31 butane hash oil 
explosions this year , according to 
the Rocky Mountain High Inten-
sity Drug Trafficking Area .

The data represents only re-
ported and confirmed cases, and 
the actual number of explosions 

could be higher, said Kevin Wong, 
an intelligence analyst for the 
agency.  

The organization has started
training police and firefighters on
how to spot the signs of a hash oil
explosion.  

In recent years, there have been
dozens of explosions and injuries 
in other states where residents
can get access to the plant through 
medical marijuana systems, in-
cluding California, Washington 
state and Oregon.

In Washington state, where
home pot growing isn’t allowed, 
officials were so concerned about 
the dangers of producing mari-
juana extracts for sale in state-
licensed shops that they require
licensed producers to have an ex-
pensive ventilation system.

Colorado marijuana businesses
are allowed to manufacture hash
oil using butane, but with strict 
rules. Colorado’s pot laws allow
adults 21 and  older to grow up
to six plants at home and cooks
often use their own plants to af-
fordably make hash oil in their
kitchens or garages. 

 BY KRISTI EATON

The Associated Press

GUTHRIE, Okla.  — Residents 
in an Oklahoma community 
where a wildfire killed one per-
son, burned thousands of acres 
and destroyed at least six homes 
returned to survey the damage 
Monday as firefighters continued 
to battle the stubborn blaze.

The fire in Guthrie, about 35 
miles north of Oklahoma City, 
went awry Sunday and swept 
through the parched countryside 
with wind gusts at 31 mph. Fire 
officials said Monday afternoon 
that the blaze was about 75 per-
cent contained and they are in-
vestigating to determine whether 
any criminal conduct occurred 
when it was set. A burn ban was 
not in place at the time.

Forecasters say the fire danger 
will get worse before it gets bet-
ter, though, with the weather to 
stay hot and windy. Temperatures 
are to reach 100 on Tuesday with 
daytime wind gusts to steadily 
grow stronger.

Authorities said the man who 
died in the fire Sunday night had 
refused to leave his mobile home. 
Guthrie Fire Chief Eric Harlow 
said 37 firefighters have been 
treated for heat-related issues.

A firefighter was struck in the 
chest when ammunition went off 
inside a structure, although it’s 
not clear what hit him, said Stan 
May, a spokesman for the Oklaho-
ma Incident Management Team. 
The firefighter was treated at a 
hospital and released, May said.

The fire has burned 3,000 to 
3,500 acres, Harlow said. In all, at 
least 30 buildings have been de-
stroyed including the six homes 
and that number could rise as 
officials evaluate the damage, he 
said.

Officials also are assessing 
damage from some smaller wild-
fires in the state, including one 
in Pawnee County that claimed 
1,500 acres and was threatening 
about 25 homes.

Gov. Mary Fallin declared a 
state of emergency Monday for 
counties throughout Oklahoma 
and a burn ban for 36 counties 

mostly in western and south-cen-
tral Oklahoma. Logan County, 
where the large wildfire started, 
is included in the ban.

“One thing I know about Okla-
homans is we’re strong. We’re re-
silient,” Fallin said after visiting 
with emergency management of-
ficials earlier in the day. 

NICK OXFORD/AP

A firefighter works to extinguish a flare-up on Monday  in Guthrie, Okla. 

Okla. residents surveying 
damage as wildfire burns

Hash oil explosions rise 
with legalized marijuana
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For acrobats, hair tips are trade secrets
 BY MEGHAN BARR

The Associated Press

NEW YORK  — “Hair hang-
ing” is an incredibly painful, 
highly specialized aerial per-
formance in the circus world, 
confined to certain families who 
pass their secrets about the tradi-
tion down through generations of 
performers.

Eight circus acrobats plum-
meted to the ground during a 
hair-hanging performance at the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum and 

Bailey circus Sunday in Rhode 
Island when the apparatus they 
were hanging from fell. Experts 
say the rare performance art — 
in which acrobats literally hang 
from the scalp as they fly through 
the air and perform various tricks 
— is practiced by fewer than a 
dozen circus families around the 
world, though it has existed for 
more than a century.

“It’s a very unique, traditional 
circus act,” said Elsie Smith, 
the artistic director at the New 
England Center for Circus Arts. 

“And most circus schools that I’m 
aware of don’t teach it.”

Each acrobat’s hair is wrapped 
around a steel cable ring attached 
to rigging that hoists the per-
former upward. 

Therein lies the secret: The 
specific technique used to secure 
the hair to the rigging is closely 
guarded.

“We all keep it to ourselves how 
we tie our hair and how we do it,” 
said Christopher Williams, 24, a 
hair hanger who counts some of 

the injured performers among 
his friends. “No one really knows 
the secret.”

A third-generation hair-hang-
ing circus performer who grew 
up on tour with his family, Wil-
liams has shiny brown hair that 
dangles down to his elbows. 
Like most hair hangers, he has a 
strict regimen that keeps his hair 
strong, including a regular treat-
ment mixture of avocadoes, eggs, 
mayonnaise and vinegar.

The hair must be tied to the rig 

in such a way that the load of the
person’s weight is evenly distrib-
uted across the scalp. Otherwise,
performers can literally scalp
themselves accidentally or fluid
can pool in one section of the 
head.

“It is very painful. There’s
a reason that not many people
do it,” said Williams, whose act 
includes juggling fire and hula-
hooping while suspended high
in the air. “We smile and we look
like we’re not in pain.” 

 BY SETH BORENSTEIN

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON  — Global warming is rap-
idly turning America into a stormy and dan-
gerous place, with rising seas and disasters 
costing citizens from flood-stricken Florida to 
the wildfire-ravaged West, according to a new 
U.S. federal scientific report.

Climate change’s assorted harms “are ex-
pected to become increasingly disruptive 
across the nation throughout this century and 
beyond,” the National Climate Assessment 
concluded in the report released Tuesday.

The report emphasizes how warming and its 
all-too-wild weather are changing daily lives, 
even using the phrase “climate disruption” as 
another way of saying global warming.

Still, it’s not too late to prevent the worst 
of climate change, says the 840-page report, 
which the White House is highlighting as it 
tries to jump-start often stalled efforts to curb 
heat-trapping gases.

However, if the U.S. and the world don’t 
change the way they use energy, “we’re still on 
the pathway to more damage and danger of the 
type that are described in great detail in the 
rest of this report,” said study co-author Henry 
Jacoby, co-director of the Joint Program on 
the Science and Policy of Global Change at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

Jacoby, other scientists and White House of-
ficials said this is the most detailed and U.S.-
focused scientific report on global warming.

“Climate change, once considered an issue 
for a distant future, has moved firmly into the 
present,” the report says. “Corn producers in 
Iowa, oyster growers in Washington state and 
maple syrup producers in Vermont are all ob-

serving climate-related changes that are out-
side of recent experience.”

The report looks at regional and state-level 
effects of global warming, compared with 
recent reports from the United Nations that 
lumped all of North America together. A draft 
of the report was released in January 2013, 
but this version has been reviewed by more 
scientists, the National Academy of Science 
and 13 government agencies and had public 
comment. It is written in a bit more simple 
language so people could realize “that there’s 
a new source of risk in their lives,” said study 
lead author Gary Yohe of Wesleyan University 
in Connecticut.

Even though the nation’s average tempera-
ture has risen by as much as 1.9 degrees since 
record keeping began in 1895, it’s in the big, 
wild weather where the average person feels 
climate change the most, said co-author Kath-

arine Hayhoe, a Texas Tech University cli-
mate scientist. Extreme weather like droughts, 
storms and heat waves hit us in the pocketbooks 
and can be seen by our own eyes, she said.

And it’s happening a lot more often lately.
The report says the intensity, frequency and 

duration of the strongest Atlantic hurricanes 
have increased since the early 1980s, but it is 
still uncertain how much of that is from man-
made warming. 

Winter storms have increased in frequency 
and intensity and shifted northward since the 
1950s, it says. Also, heavy downpours are in-
creasing — by 71 percent in the Northeast. 

Heat waves, such as those in Texas in 2011 
and the Midwest in 2012, are projected to in-
tensify nationwide. Droughts in the Southwest 
are expected to get stronger. The sea level has 
risen 8 inches since 1880 and is projected to 
rise between 1 and 4 feet by 2100. 

 BY LARRY O’DELL

The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va.  — A teenager
charged in the killing of an 8-year-
old boy and the assault of the boy’s 
sister carried the bloodied girl 
home and blamed someone else 
for the attack, the siblings’ mother
said Monday.

The teenager has been charged 
with the murder and strangula-
tion of the little boy, who is being 
hailed by the community for ap-
parently trying to protect his sis-
ter when he was killed.

“As soon as he could talk, I told 
(him) he’s the man of the house,” 
his mother told The Associated
Press, noting that the boy had
grown up without a father. “That’s
what he did. He’s a hero.”

She said she was sitting out-
side her Richmond home Thurs-
day when a 16-year-old neighbor
walked into the front yard car-
rying her daughter, weeping and
wearing only a T-shirt, on his
back. The teenager, who is black, 
told her a white man had attacked 
the girl. The girl also initially
blamed a white man and said he
had raped her.

The Associated Press does not 
identify alleged victims of sexual
assault and is not naming the girl,
the mother or her brother.

Police said the teen intimidated
the girl into backing his concocted
story. He had a brief court appear-
ance Monday and a juvenile court
judge ordered him to remain in 
custody and set another hearing
for May 20.

He has not been charged with
sexual assault. His name was
withheld by police because of his
age.

Police have released few details
of the attack, saying only that the
boy suffered severe head trauma.

His mother, sitting on the front
steps of her home, said her son
was a second-grader and “a ma-
ma’s boy” who didn’t talk much to 
other people. He was small for his
age, but his tiny stature masked a
fighting spirit, she said.

A few feet away in the front
yard, a memorial carried that mes-
sage, saying in part: “A Real Hero
Lived, Fought and Died Here.” 

 The Associated Press

LINCOLN, Neb.  — The U.S. 
Supreme Court’s decision not to 
review a Nebraska city’s ordi-
nance that bans renting homes to 
immigrants living in the country 
illegally could open the door to 
similar laws elsewhere, support-
ers said Monday, though they’re 
likely to encounter fresh legal 
challenges.

Attorney Kris Kobach, who 
defended the ordinance, said 
Monday’s decision gives a “bright 

green light” for other cities with-
in the 8th Circuit U.S. Court of 
Appeals that want to adopt such 
laws. The circuit includes Arkan-
sas, Iowa, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, and the Dakotas.

Still, any city that chooses to 
adopt such an ordinance would al-
most certainly face a costly legal 
fight from advocacy groups that 
are working to stop them. Earlier 
this year, the justices declined at-
tempts by two other towns — in 
Pennsylvania and Texas — to re-
vive similar laws that had been 

struck down by lower courts. 
Unlike the Pennsylvania and 
Texas ordinances, the Fremont 
rules do not impose penalties on 
immigrants.

The Fremont ordinance re-
quires renters to get a $5 permit 
and swear that they have legal 
permission to live in the United 
States. First approved in 2010, 
the ordinance has survived sev-
eral legal challenges and an at-
tempt to repeal it at the ballot box 
in February.

The high court on Monday let 

stand an appeals court ruling 
that found the ordinance does not 
discriminate against Latinos or 
interfere with federal immigra-
tion laws.

“This is a final and complete 
victory for Fremont,” said Ko-
bach, who serves as Kansas’ sec-
retary of state. 

Thomas Saenz, president and 
general counsel for the Mexican 
American Legal Defense Fund, 
said Fremont could still face chal-
lenges to its ordinance.  

More challenges are likely on rental ban for immigrants

Boy, 8, dies
defending
his sister

Report gives
new climate
change alert

AP

 Cracks are visible in the dry bed of the Stevens Creek Reservoir in Cupertino, Calif., on 
March 13.  A  federal scientific report released Tuesday  raises concerns over the disruptive 
impact of  climate change.
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 BY ALEX HORTON 

Death had come to visit Kevin 
Biegel. He was a healthy 32-year-
old on his honeymoon in Italy, 
and his heart suddenly stopped.

Perhaps it was a freak occurrence or a by-
product of the daily stresses he dealt with as 
a Hollywood writer and producer. It wasn’t 
cocaine, as some might have guessed. Doc-
tors plugged stents into his heart but couldn’t 
install anything to keep Biegel from obsess-
ing about his own mortality. Thoughts about 
death crept into his children’s playtime, on 
the highway and, most significantly, into his 
creative universe.

An alum of the “South Park” writing 
room, Biegel, now 37, created the TBS se-
ries “Cougar Town” and wrote for “Scrubs.” 
The setting for “Cougar Town” looks much 
like his Florida hometown, but an impor-
tant element from his life was missing: the 
military. His dad joined the Army just be-
fore the Vietnam War draft ended, and his 
grandfather served in World War II. While 
on the set of “Cougar Town,” he kept re-
turning to an idea to swap out surgeons for 
soldiers: a workplace comedy in fatigues. 
A nagging insistence on authenticity drove 
him to write what he knew, which was how 
to be the oldest of three brothers who grew 
up in a military household — and how trau-
ma can suddenly have its own gravitational 
pull on our lives.

The result is Fox’s “Enlisted,” one of the 
only military TV comedies since M*A*S*H 
and one that runs in a post-Vietnam age 
when veterans are lazily written into televi-
sion and film as unstable psychopaths with 
weapons training. Goofy yet soulful, the 
show’s view of life in and around a fictional 
military garrison is unique when compared 
with sensationalist portrayals of veterans in 
other programs. With the war in Afghani-
stan quietly humming in the background, 
“Enlisted” is a show about normal men and 
women in a workplace not many Americans 
know or understand.

It also confronts the duality of an Ameri-
can society that applauds 30-second beer 
commercial bromides of returning soldiers 
while admitting that fears of having PTSD-
addled veterans in the workplace prevents 
some hiring managers from bringing on 
veterans and contributes to a relatively high 
unemployment rate for returning troops. 
Tragedies like the recent Fort Hood shoot-
ing also offer a reminder of the deep, ugly 
partitions between civilians and military 
personnel, the latter recast from heroes to 
pitiable, damaged victims. American soci-
ety tends to view its military through those 
binary lenses, and neither view easily lends 
itself to an acceptance of military slapstick.

Indeed, most portrayals of veterans on 
TV and in film are decidedly negative. In 
“House of Cards,” one war veteran is an 

opportunistic sadist, one discharges his 
weapon on a residential street and another 
botches a suicide bombing. In “Justified,” 
maniacal Gulf War veteran Boyd Crowder 
menaces Harlan County, Ky., with a war 

buddy in a green Army 
surplus jacket, his ser-
vice literally worn on 
his sleeve as a reminder. 
And in “NCIS,” Iraq and 
Afghanistan serve as 
backdrops to countless 
PTSD-fueled crimes.

Yet it took a comedy 
to quickly produce the 
most nuanced portrait 
of post-traumatic stress 
disorder in modern 
popular culture. Geoff 
Stults plays  swaggering 
but mentally struggling 
soldier Pete Hill, who 
brings a load of survi-
vor’s guilt home when 

soldiers in his unit are killed in Afghanistan. 
“Enlisted” is an ensemble comedy, but it is 
really Hill’s show. The characters around 
Hill help soften the landing of their leader 
back home; these include his two subordi-
nate brothers, Derrick and Randy (Chris 
Lowell and Parker Young, respectively).

Flip the channel to any other show and 
war veterans are transformed into goons 
and monsters. On “Enlisted,” Hill is trauma-
tized but capable, afflicted yet undoubtedly 
competent. A running gag pits Hill against 
Jill Perez (Angelique Cabral) to determine 
who is the most squared-away soldier in 
their unit. Hill leads the rear-detachment 
unit in drill and ceremony exercises for an 
upcoming parade in a recent episode, and 

in “Paint Cart 5000 vs. The Mondo Spider,”
his soldiers rely on his combat experience 
to win a training exercise.

Hill’s soldiers know he deals with PTSD,
but their conception of him as a leader is not 
affected by it. It’s a groundbreaking way to
illustrate the coexistence of professional-
ism and mental health challenges in order
to erode the long-standing stigma of seek-
ing help within the military.

“Post-traumatic stress doesn’t mean
you’re a crazy guy with a gun,” Biegel told
me in an interview, alluding to the stereo-
typical depiction. “It’s a natural response to 
trauma that can happen to anyone.”

With that guiding principle, Hill’s charac-
ter was created to reflect the hundreds of 
thousands of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans 
combating the symptoms of PTSD, which
is linked to the military’s ongoing suicide
problem. “Enlisted” has done that bet-
ter than any other show on television. But 
disappointing ratings paired with a public
burned out on war could kill the show be-
fore it moves the needle on damaging cul-
tural stereotypes.

Even if it goes off the air, Biegel is happy
“Enlisted” will exist on DVD and other for-
mats, and it could help alter the perception
of veterans for some time. 

At some point in the future, a hiring man-
ger sitting across from a veteran might re-
call an old episode of “Enlisted,” one where
Pete Hill struggles with PTSD but remains
a professional and capable leader. And
maybe he’ll tell her that she’s hired because
he thought of that show and not some other 
one. 
Horton served as a U.S. Army infantryman in Iraq 
and recently worked in public affairs with the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs.  This article first 
appeared in Foreign Policy.

TV’s ‘Enlisted’ excellent vet portrayal

 Pittsburgh Post-Gazette editorial

 Being large and ponderous, the 
federal government tends to move 
slowly but glaring problems can 
rouse it to action. That is what 

happened with the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration, which belatedly has decid-
ed to regulate electronic cigarettes as logic 
and need both demanded.

E-cigarettes do have some benign uses, 
such as providing an alternative for smok-
ers who no longer wish to smoke conven-
tional tobacco products. As they emit water 
vapor, not dirty smoke, they are cleaner and 
more socially acceptable than traditional 
cigarettes. But that has never been an argu-
ment against FDA regulation.

Adults should be free to “vape” if they 

want, but the same does not apply to young 
people. Although e-cigarettes are not con-
ventional cigarettes — the reason the FDA 
has not regulated them — these battery-
powered devices deliver doses of nicotine 
and other additives similar to the real 
thing.

Worse yet, the makers of e-cigarettes 
have been targeting the young, using the 
same tricks — such as kid-appealing fla-
vors — that hooked new customers for the 
tobacco industry in the bad old days. A re-
cent investigation by Democratic members 
of Congress found that manufacturers are 
giving away samples at music and sports 
events and advertising on radio and TV 
shows with youth appeal.

This is intolerable. While the practice is 
relatively new and studies aren’t complete, 

the available evidence does suggest that
vaping is a gateway to young people taking
up smoking. Why wouldn’t it be? Nicotine is
addictive no matter how it is delivered.

Belatedly, the FDA has recognized that
the scourge of tobacco use has found a way
to make a comeback. As part of its imple-
mentation of the 2009 Family Smoking Pre-
vention and Tobacco Control Act, the agency
has proposed new rules to cover additional
tobacco products that are unregulated, in-
cluding e-cigarettes, cigars, pipe tobacco
and water pipe (or hookah) tobacco.

The rules, which will be open for public
comment for 75 days, will set minimum 
age and identification restrictions to pre-
vent sales to underage youth, require health
warnings and limit vending machine sales. 

New rules will limit minors’ use of e-cigarettes

JORDIN ALTHAUS, FOX/MCT

 From left, Parker Young, Geoff Stults and Chris Lowell star in “Enlisted,” which airs on 
Fox. 

‘ Post-
traumatic 
stress 
doesn’t 
mean 
you’re a 
crazy with 
a gun. ’
Kevin Biegel

“Enlisted” 
creator
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Spare pets the ordeal of a cycle of motherhood

Employers, colleges together can boost US job training

 BY LINDSAY POLLARD-POST

 For Lady, motherhood wasn’t some-
thing to celebrate. Chained to a 
dilapidated doghouse in a patch of 
weeds and muck, the skinny brown 

dog had no way to escape the advances of 
roaming male dogs when she came into 
heat. Before long, she was pregnant. She 
spent the long weeks of her pregnancy out-
doors and alone, tormented by flies during 
the day and struggling to find a bit of com-
fort on the cold, hard floor of her doghouse 
at night. Finally, she gave birth to her pup-
pies at the end of her chain, on the muddy 
ground.

Lady loved those puppies, not only be-
cause they were her own, but also because 
they brought her some solace from the 
crushing loneliness of life on a chain. But 
not long after they were born, Lady’s people 
took the puppies away from her and dropped 
them off at a local animal shelter. Lady was 
back to spending her days and nights in soli-
tary confinement. 

Worst of all, because she hadn’t been 
spayed and there was an unneutered male 
dog living nearby, she was in danger of hav-
ing to go through the same heartbreaking 
experience all over again.

A simple spay surgery (or a neuter sur-
gery, for males) can spare animals like 
Lady so much suffering as well as prevent 
countless puppies and kittens from being 
born only to end up homeless. Preventing 
dogs and cats from becoming mothers (or 
fathers) is the kindest thing that we can do 
for them .

Spaying spares female animals the stress 
and discomfort of heat periods, greatly re-
duces their risk of mammary cancer and 
eliminates their risk of diseases of the 
ovaries and uterus — including cancer 
— which are often life-threatening and re-
quire expensive surgery and treatment. 
Spaying animals before they reach sexual 
maturity will ensure that they reap the full 
health benefits of the procedure. For exam-
ple, female animals who are spayed before 
their first heat cycle have one-seventh the 

risk of developing mammary cancer that 
unspayed animals do.

Male animals are healthier if they are 
sterilized, too. Neutering reduces the risk 
of prostate cancer and prevents testicular 
cancer. Sterilization also makes male ani-
mals far less likely to roam or fight — be-
havior that can result in injuries and early 
death. And altered animals are less likely 
to contract deadly, contagious diseases such 
as feline AIDS and feline leukemia, which 
are spread through bodily fluids.

Spay and neuter surgeries are simple, 
routine procedures. Most animals experi-
ence relatively little discomfort (anesthesia 
is used during surgery, and pain medication 
is generally given afterward) and feel back 

to normal within a day or two.
Most important, spayed and neutered an-

imals can’t contribute to our country’s stag-
gering cat and dog overpopulation crisis. 
They won’t produce more puppies or kittens 
to add to the 6 million to 8 million animals 
who end up in shelters every year — or the 3 
million to 4 million who must be euthanized 
each year for lack of a good home. Their ba-
bies will never end up on the streets, where 
they die from starvation, exposure, injuries, 
infections or worse or fall into the hands of 
cruel and neglectful people — as happens to 
so many unwanted animals.

Luckily for Lady, her first litter was also 
her last. Members of PETA’s rescue team 
found her and whisked her off to be spayed 

for free in their mobile clinic before she
could become pregnant again. They gave
her a sturdy doghouse stuffed with straw
to snuggle in and moved her to an area of 
the yard with fresh grass, and they return 
often to check on her and to shower her with
some of the love and attention that she des-
perately craves.

As many of our own mothers told us, an
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of
cure.  Let’s take their advice and prevent 
animal suffering, homelessness and heart-
break by having our animals spayed or neu-
tered and helping everyone we know do the 
same.
 Lindsay Pollard-Post is a senior writer for the 
PETA Foundation . 

 BY ERIC SPIEGEL

 WASHINGTON

Putting America back to work re-
quires more than just vigorous 
economic growth and private-sec-
tor investments that lead to more 

hiring. We also have to make sure that the 
potential employees entering — or return-
ing to — the workforce have the skills to 
succeed once they are hired.

The Obama administration’s recent an-
nouncement of a new round of training 
grants to help Americans gain those skills 
can contribute toward achieving those 
goals.

Unemployment is a slow-motion disaster 
that disrupts families, robs capable work-
ers of a prosperous future and saps Ameri-
can vitality. America will never achieve 
real long-term economic or job growth 
until we have a workforce that is prepared 
for success.

Unfortunately, many employers struggle 
to find candidates who have the training 
to take the jobs produced by our modern 
economy.

The Department of Labor recently re-
ported that there were 4.2 million job 
openings at the end of February, up from 
3.9 million in January. So jobs are avail-
able, but too often applicants’ abilities and 
knowledge do not match the need.

While many people refer to this problem 
as a skills gap, I prefer to call it a training 
gap.

Training has taken on a much wider 

meaning than it once had, when people 
thought of it simply as “shop class” or vo-
cational education. Today, training has be-
come the responsibility of public schools, 
universities, governments and business 
alike. Community colleges, in particular, 
are increasingly central in these efforts.

The Trade Adjustment Assistance 
Community College and Career Train-
ing grants require all these institutions to 
come together in public-private partner-
ships to tackle the challenge of closing the 
training gap.

While the grants have always required 
that the private sector be at the table, the 
latest round puts a much stronger empha-
sis on involving the business community, 
and we are glad of it.

Business wants to be a partner in train-
ing programs. We know what skills are 
required to keep our operations humming, 
and it is our responsibility to help those 

who run educational and training sys-
tems be responsive to the demands of the 
marketplace.

If training and credential programs are 
not grounded in the skills that employers 
require, they are not effectively preparing 
the next generation of employees — and 
that’s bad for business and for all hard-
working Americans.

That is why companies large and small 
are at the forefront of efforts to close 
the training gap. We start at our own 
worksites.

For example, when Siemens could not 
find enough qualified workers for the ex-
pansion of our steam & gas turbine plant in 
Charlotte, N.C., we teamed up with Central 
Piedmont Community College. Under our 
apprenticeship program, students attend 
classes on advanced mechatronics half of 
the time. The other half of the time, they 
work in our advanced turbine plant. We 
pay them while they do it.

They will graduate with a mechatronics 
degree that combines expertise in the spe-
cialties of mechanical, computer and elec-
tronic engineering with software control 
and system design engineering. They will 
have a certificate from the state of North 
Carolina that says they are trained in that 
skill. And they are guaranteed a job in our 
plant when they graduate.

In California, Pacific Gas & Electric is 
collaborating with local community col-
leges, community-based training centers, 
the public workforce development system 

and unions. That effort has successfully
expanded the pool of qualified candidates
for entry-level skilled craft and utility in-
dustry jobs.

Efforts are occurring on a larger scale, 
as well. AT&T is teaming up with the 
Georgia Institute of Technology College of 
Computing and Udacity, a for-profit edu-
cational organization, to make graduate 
degrees and certifications more accessible
and affordable in an online course format.

The program eliminates barriers for
many students who are otherwise unable to
access advanced education while address-
ing the shortage of people with science,
technology, engineering and math degrees.

Business Roundtable is partnering with 
the ACT Foundation, a leading workplace
education think-tank in Austin, Texas, to
make sure the new training programs and
certifications are compatible across key
industries and produce outstanding results 
in the workplace.

It’s also essential that government at
every level take oversight responsibility as
we expand programs that deliver new hope
of lasting employment.

To get Americans back to work and keep
them employed, schools, government and 
industry must collaborate as never before. 
The announcement of the new federal
training grants is a great step forward.
 Eric Spiegel is president and chief executive 
of Siemens Corp. and the vice president of the 
Business Roundtable’s Education and Workforce 
Committee.  

We know what skills are 
required to keep our 
operations humming, and it 
is our responsibility to help 
those who run educational 
and training systems be 
responsive to the demands of 
the marketplace. 

OLIVIER DOULIERY, ABACA PRESS/MCT

 Members of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals   hold an event in Washington in June 2011 where they wore full-length 
coats in the summer heat and confined themselves to small cages .
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WORLD

 BY KAREN DEYOUNG

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The Obama 
administration has designated the 
offices of the Syrian opposition 
coalition as a “foreign mission” in 
this country, a category that gives 
the group a symbolic boost in sta-
tus but  falls well short of diplomat-
ic recognition as a government.

The designation, announced 
Monday, was timed to coincide 
with a visit to Washington by co-
alition President Ahmad  Jarba 
this week. The administration 
also will ask Congress to provide 
an additional $27 million in nonle-
thal aid to the Syrian political op-
position, bringing the U.S. total to 
$287 million.

The foreign mission label gives 
the coalition additional banking 
privileges in this country and al-
lows the administration to assist 
it with certain security functions. 
More important, said Jarba advis-
er Rime Allaf, it’s a “clear sign” 
of legitimacy from the United 
States.

But the administration has no 
plans to give the coalition what it 
says it wants — a significant in-
crease in the amount and sophis-
tication of U.S. weapons aid and 
possible U.S. military assistance 
in carving out a protected rebel 
zone inside Syria.

In recent months, the United 
States has worked to bring a new 
level of coordination to countries 
aiding the rebel fighters seeking 
to unseat President Bashar Assad. 
New agreements have been struck 

among Western and Persian Gulf 
allies on which groups of fighters 
should receive outside aid and on 
how to avoid sophisticated weap-
ons falling into the hands of rebel 

fighters who are linked to al-Qaida  
extremists.

The administration has also 
stepped up its efforts to bring co-
hesion to the fractious political op-

position represented in part by the
coalition, even as Jarba has moved
to consolidate his standing with a
series of foreign visits.

Despite high-level U.S. atten-
tion, there has been little, if any, 
progress in shifting the balance 
of power on the ground toward the 
opposition.

“I don’t think there’s any single 
issue that is currently meriting
as much debate — senior policy-
level discussion and that kind of 
thing — than Syria,” said a senior
administration official provided
by the State Department to brief
reporters, on the condition of ano-
nymity, about the Jarba visit.

“It’s a very, very serious situ-
ation,” the official said. “Unfor-
tunately, it has not trended in the
right direction. It’s extremely
frustrating.”

In recent months, Assad’s Rus-
sian-armed and Iranian-backed
military has pummeled civilians 
and rebel fighters, using airstrikes 
and artillery, chemical weapons
and, most recently, air-dropped
“barrel bombs.” An estimated
150,000 people have been killed 
and more than a third of Syria’s 
population of 25 million has been
displaced.

Russia’s Kommersant newspa-
per reported Monday that nine
Yakovlev Yak-130 trainer-fighter
jets, purchased by Syria under a
$550 million 2011 contract for 36
of the planes, would be shipped
to Syria this year. The paper said
that Syria had transferred an ini-
tial payment of $100 million last 
year. 

 The Associated Press

BEIRUT — A roadside 
bombing in Syria killed a local 
al-Qaida leader and his wife, 
activists said Tuesday, an at-
tack that may ignite a new 
round of infighting between 
rebel groups in the war-torn 
country.

The Britain-based Syr-
ian Observatory for Human 
Rights said Ali al-Nuaimi, of 
the Nusra Front — al-Qaida’s 
affiliate in Syria — and his 
wife were killed overnight 
while traveling in the southern 
Daraa province.

The bombing took place near 
the town of Busra al-Sham, ac-
cording to the Observatory, 
which described the killing as 
an “assassination.”

The pro-rebel Sham News 
Network also reported the in-
cident, and its Daraa coordi-
nator, Omar al-Hariri, said it 
wasn’t immediately clear who 
killed al-Nuaimi. The Nusra 
Front did not mention the at-
tack on the social networks it 

typically uses.
The attack came after Nusra 

fighters seized a controver-
sial Western-backed Syrian 
military commander, Ahmad 
al-Nuaimi, last Friday. It is 
unclear if the two men are 
related — the al-Nuaimi is a 
large tribe in the area. Also, it 
wasn’t immediately clear if the 
two incidents were connected.

The bombing and the ab-
duction risk igniting rebel in-
fighting in the south between 
more moderate Syrian opposi-
tion fighters and the hard-line 
Nusra Front.

The abducted commander, 
Ahmad al-Nuaimi, was widely 
disliked by many rebels who 
accused him of abandoning 
his men in battle in the past 
and fleeing to Jordan.

A radical organization call-
ing itself the “Islamic Courts 
of the Eastern Areas — Daraa” 
has confirmed it has Ahmad al-
Nuaimi and another military 
commander, saying it would 
soon air their “confessions.” 

 Iran admiral: US ships a 
target in case of war

 TEHRAN, Iran — Iran will 
target American aircraft carriers 
in the Persian Gulf should a war 
between the two countries ever 
break out, the naval chief of Iran’s 
powerful Revolutionary Guard 
warned Tuesday as the country 
completes work on a large-scale 
mock-up of a U.S. carrier.

The remarks by Adm. Ali Fa-
davi, who heads the hard-line 
Guard’s naval forces, were a 
marked contrast to moderate 
President Hassan Rouhani’s re-
cent outreach policies toward the 
West — a reminder of the com-
peting viewpoints that exist at the 
highest levels within the Islamic 
Republic. 

Fadavi was quoted Tuesday by 
the semiofficial Fars news agen-
cy as saying the immense size of 
the U.S. carriers makes them an 
“easy target.” He said contingen-
cy plans to target American car-
riers are a priority for the Guard’s 
naval forces.

 Civilian diver dies in 
S. Korean ferry search

 SEOUL, South Korea — A ci-
vilian diver involved in searches 
for dozens of missing people from 
the South Korean ferry disaster 
died Tuesday, as other divers 
helped by better weather and eas-
ing ocean currents were picking 
up efforts to retrieve more bodies 
from the sunken ship.

The Sewol carried 476 people, 
most of them students from a sin-
gle high school near Seoul, when 
it sank off South Korea’s south-
ern coast on April 16. Only 174 
survived, including 22 of the 29 
crewmembers. The sinking left 
more than 260 people dead, with 
about 40 others still missing.

On Tuesday, one civilian diver 
died at a hospital after becoming 
unconscious, government task 
force spokesman Ko Myung-seok 
said in a statement. He is the first 
fatality among divers mobilized 
following the ferry’s sinking, ac-
cording to the coast guard.   

6 injured in attack at 
Chinese railway station

 BEIJING — Chinese police 
shot and wounded a suspect who 
attacked passengers at a busy 
railway station in southern China 
on Tuesday, leaving six people in-
jured in the third high-profile as-
sault on civilians at a train station 
in a little more than two months.

There was no immediate word 
on a motive for the violence in the 
Guangdong provincial capital of 
Guangzhou.

The attack came despite height-
ened security countrywide in the 
wake of two deadly attacks at 
train stations blamed on extrem-
ists from far-western China. The 
country also has seen mass stab-
bings carried out by people with 
grudges against society or who 
were deemed mentally ill.

The latest incident happened 
late in the morning at the Guang-
zhou Railway Station, city police 
said on their microblog. Officers 
arrived as passengers were being 
hacked, and shot and subdued a 
male suspect with a knife after he 
failed to respond to a police warn-
ing, the statement said. 
From The Associated Press

 BY MICHELLE FAUL

The Associated Press

LAGOS, Nigeria — The girls 
in the school dorm could hear the 
sound of gunshots from a nearby 
town. So when armed men in uni-
forms burst in and promised to 
rescue them, at first they were 
relieved.

“Don’t worry, we’re soldiers,” 
one 16-year-old girl recalls them 
saying. “Nothing is going to hap-
pen to you.” The gunmen com-
manded the hundreds of students 
at the Chibok Government Girls 
Secondary School to gather out-
side. The men went into a store-
room and removed all the food. 
Then they set fire to the room.

“They … started shouting, ‘Al-
lahu Akhbar’ (God is great),” the 
16-year-old student said, “and we 
knew.”

What they knew was chilling: 
The men were not government sol-
diers at all. They were members 
of the ruthless Islamic extremist 
group called Boko Haram. They 
kidnapped the entire group of girls 
and drove them away in pickup 
trucks into the dense forest.

Three weeks later, 276 girls are 
still missing. At least two have 
died of snakebites, and about 20 
others are ill, according to an in-

termediary who is in touch with 
their captors.

Their plight — and the failure 
of the Nigerian military to find 
them — has drawn international 
attention to an escalating Islamic 
extremist insurrection that has 
killed more than 1,500 so far this 
year. Boko Haram — the name 
means “Western education is sin-
ful” — has claimed responsibil-
ity for the mass kidnapping and 
threatened to sell the girls.  The 
British and U.S. governments have 
expressed concern over the fate of 
the missing students, and protests 
have erupted in major Nigerian 

cities and in New York.
The 16-year-old was among 

about 50 students who escaped on 
that fateful day, and she spoke for 
the first time in a telephone inter-
view with The Associated Press. 
The AP also interviewed about 
30 others, including Nigerian gov-
ernment and Borno state officials, 
school officials, six relatives of the 
missing girls  and soldiers in the 
war zone. Many spoke on condition 
of anonymity, fearing that giving 
their names would also reveal the 
girls’ identities and subject them 
to possible stigmatization in this 
conservative society. 

About 11 p.m. on April 14, a
local government official, Bana
Lawal,  was told that about 200 
heavily armed militants in 20
pickup trucks and more than 30 
motorcycles were headed toward 
his town. Lawal alerted the 15 sol-
diers guarding Chibok, he said.
Then he roused sleeping residents 
and told them to flee into the bush
and the nearby hills. The soldiers
sent an SOS to the nearest bar-
racks, about 30 miles  away . No 
help arrived.

When the militants showed up 
two hours after the warning, the
soldiers fought valiantly, Lawal
said. Although they were outnum-
bered and outgunned, they held
off the insurgents for an hour and
a half, desperately waiting for
reinforcements. One was killed.
They ran out of ammunition and 
fled for their lives.

 After the students realized the
men were Islamic extremists,
they obediently sat in the dirt.
The men set the school ablaze and 
herded the girl’s group onto the
backs of three pickup trucks.

The trucks drove through three 
villages, but then the car of fight-
ers following them broke down.
That’s when the girl and her
friend jumped out and  ran into 
the bush and hid. 

Syrian opposition group gets upgrade
‘Foreign mission’ designation is awarded to coalition offices in the US

Activists: Roadside bomb kills 
local al-Qaida leader in Syria

GBEMIGA OLAMIKAN/AP

 Women attend a demonstration calling on the government to rescue 
girls kidnapped  from a  school in Chibok, Nigeria.   

Nigerian girl describes kidnapping; 276 still missing
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Cyberarms race spurs industry growth

 BY JORDAN ROBERTSON 
AND MICHAEL RILEY

Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — On Florida’s 
Atlantic coast, cyberarms mak-
ers working for U.S. spy agencies 
are bombarding billions of lines of 
computer code with random data 
that can expose software flaws the 
U.S. might exploit.

In Pittsburgh, researchers with 
a Pentagon contract are teaching 
computers to scan software for 
bugs and turn them automatically 
into weapons. In a converted tex-
tile mill in New Hampshire, pro-
grammers are testing the combat 
potential of coding errors on a 
digital bombing range.

Nationwide, a new league of 
defense contractors is mining 
the foundation of the Internet for 
glitches that can be turned to the 
country’s strategic advantage. 
They’re part of a cybermilitary 
industrial complex that’s grown 
up in more than a dozen states and 
employs thousands of civilians, ac-
cording to 15 people who work for 
contractors and the government. 
The projects are so sensitive their 
funding is classified  and so exten-
sive that a bid to curb their scope 
will be resisted not only by intelli-
gence agencies but also the world’s 
largest military supply chain.

“We’re in an arms race,” said 
Chase Cunningham, the National 
Security Agency’s former chief 
cryptologic technician. The com-
petition to find exploitable bugs 
before an enemy does is as intense 
as “the space race and the Cold 
War combined.”

The U.S. has poured billions of 
dollars into an electronic arsenal 
built with so-called zero-day ex-
ploits, manipulations of missteps 
or oversights in code that can make 
anything that runs on a computer 
chip vulnerable to hackers. They 
go far beyond flaws in Web en-
cryption like SSL and OpenSSL, 
which the NSA has exploited for 
years without warning the public 
about it, according to people with 
knowledge of the matter.

Undisclosed exploits

The agency’s stockpile of ex-
ploits runs into the thousands, 
aimed at every conceivable de-
vice, and many are not disclosed 
even to units within the agency 
responsible for defending U.S. 
government networks, people fa-
miliar with the program said.

Under a directive made public 
April 11, after Bloomberg News 
reported the NSA’s utilization of 
the infamous Heartbleed bug — a 
use the agency denied — the White 
House said exploits  in most cases 
should be disclosed so computer 
users can protect themselves.

Michael Daniel, the White 
House cybersecurity coordinator, 
said in a blog post  that “building 
up a huge stockpile of undisclosed 
vulnerabilities while leaving 

the Internet vulnerable and the 
American people unprotected 
would not be in our national secu-
rity interest.”

He said the U.S. would continue 
to develop and use those vulner-
abilities to protect the country, 
however, and that the administra-
tion has established “a disciplined, 
rigorous and high-level decision-
making process” when it comes 
to deciding whether to keep the 
flaws secret or to disclose them so 
they can be fixed.

The NSA referred to the White 
House blog in response to a re-
quest for comment.

Impact uncertain

Because the White House di-
rective said there should be ex-
ceptions for national security, the 
impact it will have is uncertain. 
Using just about any computer 
bug as a weapon can be justified 
as the Web plays an increasingly 
central role in intelligence gather-
ing and kinetic conflict. During 
his confirmation hearing, Navy 
Vice Adm. Michael Rogers, direc-
tor of the NSA and the U.S. Cyber 
Command, said it would be hard 
to imagine an international crisis 
not involving digital weaponry.

It’s also hard to imagine the 
U.S.’ increasingly sophisticated 
cyberspying and cyberwar op-
erations without its deep arsenal 
of software exploits, according to 
current and former arms makers. 
Those operations would be slower 
and more susceptible to detection 
without zero days.

And like giving up sophisticat-
ed missiles and bombers, giving 
up an arsenal of highly valuable 
computer exploits could leave 
the country more vulnerable in 
a future national security crisis, 
those experts say. Pentagon con-
tractors are working on develop-
ing them for the CIA, the Army’s 
recently activated 780th Military 
Intelligence Brigade, the NSA’s 
Tailored Access Operations corps 
and other units.

As conventional military 
spending has been cut back and 
funding for cyberoperations 
ramped up, Lockheed Martin, 
Northrop Grumman and others 
better known for jets and tanks 
are retooling for a new generation 
of armaments.

“Of countries that are devel-
oping industrial-strength cyber-
capabilities, certainly the U.S. 
is in the lead,” said Nate Freier, 
a research professor at the U.S. 
Army War College in defense 
and military strategy. “The ques-
tion is whether we understand it 
well enough to use it without en-
countering a significant amount 
of blowback or unintended 
consequences.”

Spy agencies develop exploits 
themselves, buy them from 
contractors or steal them from 
rivals. The arsenal must be con-
stantly refreshed, as the software 

at which they’re aimed is updated 
and fixed. Some exploits are used 
for years; others only for a short 
time before the flaws on which 
they are based are patched.

The hackers’ arsenal

There are more than bugs in the 
government’s arsenal. Hackers 
at the NSA’s Tailored Access Op-
erations, or TAO, have more than 
1,000 special tools to aid them in 
stealing data or manipulating a 
rival’s electronics. As described 
by three people briefed on the 
technology, the tools enable rapid, 
mix-and-match attack capabilities 
against the most widely used com-
puters, servers and software.

If TAO wants to switch on a mi-
crophone in a computer running 
Microsoft Windows, covertly re-
cording conversations of anyone 
nearby, a custom module does the 
job. If it needs to hijack the system 
that communicates between com-
puters and the controls that oper-
ate train-track switches or dam 
flow gates, there’s a plug-in for 
that, too. Dozens of the plug-ins 
can be loaded onto a single digital 
warhead, customized to the needs 
of the mission at hand.

The private sector provides sup-
port at all levels. When intelligence 
agencies were looking three years 
ago for holes in commercial soft-
ware that runs video conferenc-
ing systems, they reached out to 
several contractors. Endgame, an 
Atlanta-based company that once 
specialized in weaponizing soft-
ware bugs, provided the exploits, 
allowing U.S. spies to tap into the 
systems, according to a person fa-
miliar with the contract.

Sara Conneighton, a spokes-
woman for Endgame, which is 
also working on commercial se-
curity applications, said she had 
no comment on business the com-
pany may have done with the U.S. 
government.

Most defense contractors have 

launched cyber weapons pro-
grams; many have grown through 
acquisitions of boutique security 
and Internet-intelligence firms.

Northrop Grumman, which 
makes the Global Hawk drones, 
purchased Essex, a NSA suppli-
er, in 2006. Combat radio-maker 
Harris Corp. purchased Crucial 
Security, which develops hacking 
tools, in 2009.

“Cyber money is not shrinking 
the way the rest of the defense 
budget is,” said Dave Aitel, chief 
executive officer of Immunity, an 
offensive security firm in Miami. 
“That means that all the big belt-
way bandits must invest heavily 
to build their cyberteams and that 
this market is going to continue to 
grow.”

In President Barack Obama’s 
proposed fiscal 2014 budget, 
the money for cyberoperations 
jumped 20 percent, to $4.5 billion, 
and the Pentagon placed it on a list 
of priority programs, an unclassi-
fied comptroller’s presentation 
shows.

The Defense Department fore-
sees spending $26.6 billion on 
cybersecurity efforts for the five 
years ending in 2019, and request-
ed $5.06 billion for fiscal year 
2015, according to Pentagon bud-
get documents.

Poised for advantage

Of all the major defense con-
tractors, Raytheon may be best 
positioned to take advantage of 
the shift through a little-noticed 
acquisition made six years ago. In 
2008, it bought SI Government So-
lutions, the brainchild of a former 
computer science professor at the 
Florida Institute of Technology 
who developed a method to rapid-
ly scan software code to find flaws 
that could be exploited by hackers. 
Since then, the Raytheon division 
has grown to become one of the 
most prolific U.S. cyberarms mak-
ers, said several people familiar 

with the subsidiary.
Its engineers develop exploits

not only for computers but for 
every conceivable device with a
microchip, from heating and air
conditioning systems to printers
to industrial computers used in
manufacturing, according to a
person who was recruited by the
company and received a detailed
description of the program.

 Jason Kello, a Raytheon spokes-
man, declined to comment on the
company’s role or to identify its 
clients. Ed Wallach, who recruits 
prospective employees for SI
Government Solutions, said high
demand and the need for special-
ized skills makes his job difficult, 
even though the 250-person sub-
sidiary offers a more lucrative
benefits package than the rest of 
Raytheon.

“We may not be building ships, 
but it’s clear this is one area where
the government is willing to spend
money,” he said.

 ForAllSecure, a Pittsburgh 
company founded by researchers 
from Carnegie Mellon University,
has a Pentagon contract to teach
computers to scan for software 
vulnerabilities and automatically
generate attack code. 

Its product, called Mayhem, has
been used to analyze more than 
37,000 off-the-shelf software pro-
grams and found 14,000 bugs in
them, including 152 for which the 
company has developed exploits,
said David Brumley, an assistant 
professor in computer science
and engineering at Carnegie Mel-
lon University who is leading the 
work. Without automation, it can
take months to turn a coding mis-
take into a weapon.

If the U.S. wanted to use an ex-
ploit to gather intelligence and not 
disclose the underlying error’s ex-
istence, Brumley said he wouldn’t 
object. “We have to be free to be 
able to strategically and appropri-
ately use cyberweapons,” Brum-
ley said. 

Digital weapons makers follow 
money in building NSA arsenal

JULIA SCHMALZ/Bloomberg News

Michael Daniel, the White House cybersecurity coordinator, speaks in Washington in October. 
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The number of sea lions, elephant seals, harbor seals and fur seals 
that a marine mammal rescue group says it has brought in this 
year along the Northern and Central California coasts. The Marine 
Mammal Center in Sausalito, Calif., said the record number is up 
from 302 animals admitted over the same period last year 
and the previous high of 418 mammals in 1998. The ani-

mals include a sea lion spotted  hopping through an almond orchard a mile from 
the San Joaquin River in Central California. An algae bloom is being blamed.
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has allowed for intermittent oil 
pumping, said Diann McKee, 
Indiana State’s vice president of 
business affairs and finance. 

University President Dan Brad-
ley presented board of trustees 
members with commemorative 
jars filled with the crude oil dur-
ing a board meeting Friday, the 
Tribune-Star reported.

Bystanders defend 
police officer in attack

TN MEMPHIS — Police in 
Memphis say bystand-

ers helped subdue a pedestrian 
who climbed into a squad car and 
reached for an officer’s gun.

A police news release said the 
officer saw a suspect walking in 
traffic Saturday afternoon and 
trying to hit passing cars. Ac-
cording to the news release, sus-
pect Alphonso Johnson reached 
into the squad car window and 
tried to grab the officer. Police 
said he crawled in the vehicle, 
tried to undo the officer’s holster 
and yelled: “Give me your gun; 
I’m going to kill you.”

According to the news release, 
people watching from the corner 
ran to the car, pulled the man out 
and helped subdue him until more 
officers arrived.  Shelby County 

jail records show that Johnson, 
27, was being held on charges of 
attempted first-degree murder 
and resisting arrest. 

Man dies after jumping 
from party boat at night

TX CONROE — Authori-
ties in Southeast Texas 

said a 26-year-old man died after 
he tried to jump off the top deck 
of a party boat.

Ross Lehmberg, of San Antonio, 
was found dead just after mid-
night Saturday in Lake Conroe.

Montgomery County consta-
bles said witnesses saw the man 
try to jump from the party boat 
— called “Just for Fun” — then 
hit the bottom deck and fall into 
the water. Several people on the 
boat went into the water but were 
unable to save him.

Authorities have not released 
the man’s name. 

Poorly vented heater 
blamed for 5 deaths 

PA ELIMSPORT —  The 
deaths of two adults and 

three children in a small cabin in 
north-central Pennsylvania were 
caused by carbon monoxide poi-

soning caused by an improperly 
ventilated propane heater, a coro-
ner said Sunday.

State police continued inter-
viewing people about the trag-
edy, which followed a Friday 
night party that investigators said 
was attended by five or six adult 
friends.

The man who hosted the party, 
identified only as a relative of the 
cabin’s owner, discovered the bod-
ies Saturday. He had slept in his 
truck outside the cabin . 

 Man who threatened 
Obama in trouble again

IL PEORIA — A Blooming-
ton man who has already 

served time for threatening Pres-
ident Barack Obama now faces 
up to 10 more years in prison, this 
time for threatening to kill the 
judge who sentenced him.

The (Peoria) Journal Star re-
ported that Phillip R. Porter 
pleaded guilty Thursday to send-
ing a threatening letter to U.S. 
District Court Judge Joe Mc-
Dade. His sentencing is sched-
uled for September. Until then, 
he’ll be housed at a secure mental 
health facility.

In 2010, McDade sentenced 
Porter to nearly two years in pris- From wire reports
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 Woman survives 5 days 
after highway crash

CO FAIRPLAY  — A Colo-
rado woman is recov-

ering after being stranded in her 
car for five days after crashing 
off a rural highway southwest of 
Denver.

Kristin Hopkins wrote pleas 
for help on a red-and-white um-
brella that she managed to push 
through a broken window of her 
crashed car and open, hoping to 
attract the attention of drivers on 
a scenic highway above.

Still, it was five days before 
anyone spotted the flipped car 
80 feet down an embankment on 
U.S. Highway 285 in a Colorado 
aspen grove.

Authorities said people driving 
Sunday over the high spot over-
looking the sprawling ranchlands 
and surrounding mountains of 
the South Park area hiked down 
and alerted authorities that they 
thought there was a body inside 
the car, but rescuers later found 
Hopkins alive .

 Contractor strikes oil 
at state college campus 

IN TERRE HAUTE — A 
contractor has struck 

oil at Indiana State University’s 
campus, but it could be a while 
before school officials know how 
much it is worth.

A crew from Pioneer Oil, of 
Lawrenceville, Ill., began drill-
ing work in December on a for-
mer industrial site owned by the 
university just east of the down-
town Terre Haute campus.

The cold winter slowed work, 
but the onset of warmer weather 

THE CENSUS

Sea Gal contenders strut their stuff
Finalists for the 2014 Sea Gals squad perform at  auditions at CenturyLink Field in Seattle on Sunday . Final auditions for the NFL  Seahawks cheerleading squad included 
individual and group performances, along with a kick line section.  Nearly 300 women tried out, but only 32 made the cut for the final squad.

JORDAN STEAD, SEATTLEPI.COM/AP

on for the threats against Obama.

Big-headed ants to be 
lured using spam bait

CA COSTA MESA — Cali-
fornia agriculture of-

ficials are on the hunt for an 
invasive species of ant that’s been
spotted in an Orange County yard 
— and they’ll use Spam as bait.

The Orange County Register
reported that 1,570 bait stations 
were  set up Monday in seven Or-
ange County cities. The ants love 
the fatty, oily food.

An amateur bug lover spotted a
colony last month in a Costa Mesa 
yard, and agriculture officials 
have been trying to determine if 
there are other colonies.

The species is native to Africa
and has a huge head. If it spreads
in California, it could threaten the 
state’s agriculture.  

Frigid lake splash for 
vets draws crowds

MI LUDINGTON  — The 
wake-up call for about

200 people in northern Michigan
was cold — and very wet.

They ran into Lake Michigan,
splashed and some even went 
under water for a good cause
Saturday in Ludington. A Mason
County fund for veterans hoped 
to raise at least $30,000.

The Ludington Daily News said
it started as a stunt 14 years ago
but now is a community tradition.
The water temperature was below
40 degrees, and the air tempera-
ture wasn’t much higher.   

A state lawmaker, Ray Franz,
said it took his breath away. 
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The Associated Press

Coldplay dedicated its slow-tempo tune 
“Fix You” to Mick Jagger at a concert in 
New York City.

Chris Martin told the crowd Monday be-
fore singing the encouraging song about 
recovering, “It’s for Mick Jagger.”

Jagger’s longtime girlfriend, fashion de-
signer L’Wren Scott, committed suicide in 
March. A memorial was held in New York 
last week.

Martin doesn’t quite have Jagger’s 
moves, but the singer danced wildly on-
stage with his arms swinging as he sang 
tunes from the band’s catalog, including 
songs from their new album “Ghost Sto-
ries,” out May 19.

He played the piano and guitar through-
out the hour-long set at the Beacon Theatre, 
performing well-known hits like “Speed of 
Sound,” “Clocks” and “Viva la Vida” as col-
orful laser lights beamed and white stars 
hung from the ceiling above the stage. 
Confetti burst from the sides of the stage 
after they performed the dance-flavored 
tunes “Every Teardrop Is a Waterfall” and 
“A Sky Full of Stars.”

Martin and Gwyneth Paltrow, who mar-
ried in 2003, announced they were sepa-

rating in March. While singing the song 
“Magic” — which features lyrics like “No I 
don’t ... want anybody else than you” — one 
girl yelled: “Hang in there, Chris!” 

“Ghost Stories,” the Grammy-winning 
group’s sixth album, features production 
work from Paul Epworth, best known for 
producing and co-writing “Rolling In the 
Deep” and other tracks on Adele’s colossal 
“21” album.

Lambert leads CMT nods

Thanks to her friends in country music, 
Miranda Lambert leads the Country Music 
Television nominations by pairing with her 
husband Blake Shelton, her girl group Pis-
tol Annies and good friend Keith Urban.

She’s up for two individual awards for 
her video “Automatic,” two for collaborat-
ing with the Annies on Shelton’s song “Boys 
’Round Here” and two more for singing 
with Urban on his song “We Were Us.”

Lambert will be hard to beat this year, 
with three videos in the top category of 
Video of the Year and two in the Collab-
orative Video of the Year category. Luke 
Bryan and Florida Georgia Line have five 
nominations each, and Urban and Taylor 

Swift are tied with four nominations.
Voting begins Monday at CMT.com and 

continues until June 1. The awards show 
will be held in Nashville on June 4.

Judge sentences 2 Chainz

Rapper 2 Chainz has pleaded guilty to 
misdemeanor possession of a controlled 
substance in a case filed after his arrest at 
Los Angeles International Airport.

District attorney’s spokeswoman Jane 
Robison said the rapper, whose real name 
is Tauheed Epps, was sentenced Monday 
to an 18-month drug diversion program, 
and a felony drug possession charge was 
dropped.

Robison said the misdemeanor charge 
will be dropped if Epps successfully com-
pletes the program.

The 36-year-old rapper was arrested in 
June after airport officials reported find-
ing ingredients for the cough-syrup-based 
concoction known as “sizzurp” in his 
checked baggage. 

Other news

� Police say country music singer Scot-
ty McCreery, 20, was the victim of an early 

morning home invasion near the campus of
North Carolina State University, where he
is a student. Raleigh (N.C.) Police spokes-
man Jim Sughrue says officers were called
shortly before 2 a.m. Monday to an apart-
ment about a mile from campus. Three
suspects armed with guns are reported
to have taken wallets, cash and electronic 
items.
� Fox says it’s ordering a series that

delves into the early career of future “Bat-
man” police commissioner James Gordon.
Producer Warner Bros. Television said
Monday that the show called “Gotham”
also will include untold tales of DC Com-
ics villains and introduce a new character,
Fish Mooney. Jada Pinkett Smith will star
as Mooney, with Ben McKenzie playing 
Gordon during his years as a detective.
� The mother and sister of “Modern

Family” star Ariel Winter have settled a 
guardianship dispute over who will care
for the actress. Winter’s mother Chrisoula 
Workman and sister Shanelle Gray an-
nounced the accord on Monday in Los An-
geles just before a guardianship trial was 
set to begin. The 16-year-old actress will 
continue living with Gray, and Winter will 
decide whether to visit with her mother.

BY KRISTIN M. HALL

The Associated Press

It might be hard to recognize Ray LaMontagne 
behind all the reverb and distortion on his new 
album, but the singer-songwriter says it’s the 
most exposed he’s ever been on a record.

LaMontagne, known for his acoustic folk 
ballads, let the songs for “Supernova” 

lead him to a new sonic palette remi-
niscent of 1960s psychedelic rock, 

with airy layers of electric gui-
tar, keyboards, drums and 
echoing background vocals.

“These songs, something 
about the way they came to 
me, it feels like it’s a very 
unguarded Ray,” LaMon-
tagne said. “Maybe be-
fore I would have been 
hesitant to put it forward, 
even to the band I was 
playing with.”

Following his Gram-
my-winning album, 
“God Willin’ & The 
Creek Don’t Rise,” 
LaMontagne said he 
felt more creative 
freedom to let his in-
stincts carry him to-
ward the songs on his 
fifth studio album.

“This time, for some 
reason, I just feel like 

I am at a place now in 
my career where I can 

just be less critical when I 
am sifting through things,” 

LaMontagne said in an phone 
interview from his home in 

western Massachusetts.
So it became a good fit as well to 

get producer and Black Keys guitarist 

Dan Auerbach to record the album in Auerbach’s
Nashville studio. Auerbach picked LaMontagne’s
backing band, none of whom had met or worked
with the singer.

Richard Swift, a producer and musician who 
plays with The Shins and The Black Keys, was
brought in to play drums. He helped Auerbach
with some of the arrangements since they both 
were heavily influenced by older musical styles.

“We don’t want to just regurgitate what’s al-
ready existed, but we do love old records,” Swift
said. “The idea is to make it timeless-sounding.”

But he says the sounds were a departure from 
his previous records. “I can understand how peo-
ple might have to disassociate what they normally
think is a Ray LaMontagne record,” Swift said.
“But it’s completely Ray.”

The soft-spoken singer seems to stand out fur-
ther when pushed into new places by the music,
as on “Airwaves,” in which he matches Swift’s 
bongo drumbeat with short breathy shouts. Hard
to imagine from a guy who was a reluctant per-
former early in his career.

“As far as performing goes, it just took a while,” 
LaMontagne said. “I had to go to a very interior 
place to get to it. I’m no poster boy, as everyone
knows.”

The overall upbeat tempo might not be what
fans were expecting from the singer of emotion-
ally heavy-type fare such as “Jolene,” or his most
well-known song, “Trouble.” But LaMontagne 
said those songs don’t reflect him personally.

“When you deliver something, when you sing it,
you want it to come from an honest, sort of emo-
tional place so it translates so people can latch
on to it,” LaMontagne said. “They are not really
personal songs. Not personal to me. But you want 
them to be accessible to people so they can make
it their songs. That’s what songwriters do.”

With “Supernova,” LaMontagne might have fi-
nally revealed a bit more of his personality.

“And I am not concerned whether anyone gets it
or not,” LaMontagne said. “ ’Cause I really get it.
It just feels right, this one.”

Coldplay dedicates song to Jagger during NYC show

Out in the open
Singer-songwriter Ray LaMontagne feeling freer 
than ever after exploring different sonic palette

RCA Records
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Wednesday’s US temperatures

City Hi Lo Wthr
Abilene, Texas 92 66 Cldy
Akron, Ohio 76 42 Cldy
Albany, N.Y. 69 36 Clr
Albuquerque 70 50 Clr
Allentown, Pa. 66 38 Cldy
Amarillo 86 54 Cldy
Anchorage 55 41 Rain
Asheville 81 52 Clr
Atlanta 86 61 Clr
Atlantic City 64 44 Cldy
Austin 87 66 Cldy
Baltimore 66 49 Cldy
Baton Rouge 88 65 Cldy
Billings 39 34 Snow
Birmingham 86 59 Clr
Bismarck 54 46 Rain
Boise 65 40 Clr
Boston 63 44 Clr
Bridgeport 65 43 Clr
Brownsville 88 73 Cldy
Buffalo 64 41 Cldy
Burlington, Vt. 64 37 Clr
Caribou, Maine 60 35 PCldy
Casper 46 38 Rain
Charleston, S.C. 91 63 Clr
Charleston, W.Va. 88 54 Cldy
Charlotte, N.C. 85 60 PCldy

Chattanooga 88 59 Clr
Cheyenne 55 43 Rain
Chicago 80 51 Cldy
Cincinnati 83 57 PCldy
Cleveland 74 44 Cldy
Colorado Springs 70 48 PCldy
Columbia, S.C. 90 62 Clr
Columbus, Ga. 88 59 Clr
Columbus, Ohio 80 53 Cldy
Concord, N.H. 70 35 Clr
Corpus Christi 88 72 Cldy
Dallas-Ft. Worth 88 68 Clr
Dayton 81 54 PCldy
Daytona Beach 87 64 PCldy
Denver 67 49 Cldy
Des Moines 89 64 PCldy
Detroit 69 46 Cldy
Duluth 46 39 Cldy
El Paso 82 62 Cldy
Elkins 77 47 Cldy
Erie 67 41 Rain
Eugene 65 40 PCldy
Evansville 87 61 PCldy
Fairbanks 59 39 Cldy
Fargo 59 49 Cldy
Flagstaff 49 34 Snow
Flint 66 40 Cldy
Fort Smith 87 64 PCldy

Fort Wayne 80 49 Cldy
Fresno 78 52 PCldy
Goodland 79 47 PCldy
Grand Junction 62 45 Cldy
Grand Rapids 75 45 Cldy
Great Falls 47 29 Cldy
Green Bay 56 43 Rain
Greensboro, N.C. 77 58 Cldy
Harrisburg 67 43 Cldy
Hartford Spgfld. 67 38 Clr
Helena 52 34 Snow
Honolulu 85 72 Clr
Houston 84 67 Cldy
Huntsville 86 59 Clr
Indianapolis 82 57 PCldy
Jackson, Miss. 85 61 PCldy
Jacksonville 91 60 Clr
Juneau 59 39 Cldy
Kansas City 88 69 Clr
Key West 86 76 PCldy
Knoxville 87 58 Clr
Lake Charles 84 66 Cldy
Lansing 72 43 Cldy
Las Vegas 77 56 PCldy
Lexington 85 57 PCldy
Lincoln 92 62 PCldy
Little Rock 85 61 PCldy
Los Angeles 71 55 PCldy

Louisville 86 61 PCldy
Lubbock 89 59 Cldy
Macon 88 55 Clr
Madison 70 48 Cldy
Medford 72 41 PCldy
Memphis 87 64 Clr
Miami Beach 86 75 Clr
Midland-Odessa 91 65 Clr
Milwaukee 61 45 Cldy
Mpls-St. Paul 64 50 Cldy
Missoula 57 35 Cldy
Mobile 84 61 PCldy
Montgomery 89 58 Clr
Nashville 86 59 Clr
New Orleans 84 66 PCldy
New York City 66 47 Clr
Newark 68 46 Clr
Norfolk, Va. 69 54 Cldy
North Platte 70 49 Cldy
Oklahoma City 88 68 Clr
Omaha 92 64 PCldy
Orlando 91 66 PCldy
Paducah 87 63 Clr
Pendleton 66 40 Clr
Peoria 84 61 PCldy
Philadelphia 67 47 Cldy
Phoenix 79 61 PCldy
Pittsburgh 76 45 Cldy

Pocatello 59 39 Cldy
Portland, Maine 64 40 Clr
Portland, Ore. 66 44 PCldy
Providence 64 43 Clr
Pueblo 76 50 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 75 58 Cldy
Rapid City 50 46 Rain
Reno 68 41 Clr
Richmond 72 52 Cldy
Roanoke 72 54 Cldy
Rochester 63 40 Cldy
Rockford 83 52 Cldy
Sacramento 78 52 Clr
St. Louis 87 65 PCldy
St. Petersburg 86 72 Clr
St. Thomas 86 77 Clr
Salem, Ore. 65 39 PCldy
Salt Lake City 58 43 Rain
San Angelo 91 66 Cldy
San Antonio 90 68 Cldy
San Diego 68 60 Cldy
San Francisco 66 52 Clr
San Jose 70 50 Clr
San Juan, P.R. 83 78 PCldy
Santa Fe 67 38 Clr
St. Ste Marie 48 37 Cldy
Savannah 89 63 Clr
Seattle 63 45 PCldy

Shreveport 86 64 Cldy
Sioux City 86 58 Cldy
Sioux Falls 71 54 Cldy
South Bend 80 51 Cldy
Spokane 62 38 PCldy
Springfield, Ill. 85 62 PCldy
Springfield, Mo. 88 67 PCldy
Syracuse 65 35 PCldy
Tallahassee 90 55 Clr
Tampa 88 69 Clr
Toledo 76 44 Cldy
Topeka 89 68 Clr
Tucson 75 55 PCldy
Tulsa 90 69 Clr
Tupelo 87 59 Clr
Waco 87 66 Clr
Washington 68 52 Cldy
W. Palm Beach 87 74 Clr
Wichita 94 66 Clr
Wichita Falls 92 69 Clr
Wilkes-Barre 68 36 Cldy
Wilmington, Del. 65 45 Cldy
Yakima 70 41 Clr
Youngstown 70 40 Rain

National temperature extremes
Hi: Mon., 107, Altus, Okla. 
Lo: Mon., 24, Mount Washington, N.H.
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WEDNESDAY IN EUROPE
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WEDNESDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST THURSDAY IN THE PACIFIC
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The weather is provided by the 
American Forces Network Weather Center, 

2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb. 

MARKET WATCH

Military rates
Euro costs (May 7) ............................$1.4308
Dollar buys (May 7) ..........................€0.6989
British pound (May 7) .......................... $1.74
Japanese yen (May 7) ........................100.00
South Korean won (May 7) ........... 1,005.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ....................................0.3771
British pound .....................................$1.6993
Canada (Dollar) ...................................1.0904
China (Yuan) ........................................6.2260
Denmark (Krone) ................................5.3571
Egypt (Pound) ...................................... 7.0172 
Euro ........................................ $1.3932/0.7178
Hong Kong (Dollar) ............................. 7.7521
Hungary (Forint) .................................220.45
Israel (Shekel) .....................................3.4461
Japan (Yen) ........................................... 101.62 
Kuwait (Dinar) .....................................0.2807
Norway (Krone) ...................................5.9182
Philippines (Peso).................................44.24
Poland (Zloty) .......................................... 3.02
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) ........................... 3.7507
Singapore (Dollar) ..............................1.2472
South Korea (Won) .......................... 1,027.42
Switzerland (Franc)............................0.8732
Thailand (Baht) .....................................32.35 
Turkey (Lira) .........................................2.0935
(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.)

EXCHANGE RATES

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate  ................................................ 3.25
Discount rate  .......................................... 0.75
Federal funds market rate ................... 0.09
3-month bill  ............................................. 0.03
30-year bond  ........................................... 3.41

BUSINESS/WEATHER

 The Associated Press

AMSTERDAM  — The dough-
nut, that classic deep-fried Amer-
ican snack, is going forth to do 
battle with European national 
treats in their homelands: the 
Belgian waffle, the Austrian stru-
del and the Danish ... Danish.

After beating a retreat in the 
1990s, American restaurant 
chain Dunkin’ Donuts has been 
quietly building up its presence 
in Europe and now has 120 out-
lets, mostly in Germany but also 
in Russia, Spain, Bulgaria and, 
most recently, Britain.

Dunkin’ Donuts’ head of in-
ternational development Jeremy 
Vitaro said the company is now 
looking to open stores in Den-
mark, Austria, Belgium and the 
Netherlands. Despite the weak 
European economy, it thinks cus-
tomers have money to spend.

“They’re sophisticated, and 
they’re culturally very open (to 
trying new foods),” he said.

Dunkin’ Donuts’ mainstays are 
doughnuts and coffee, along with 

muffins and more solid lunch 
foods, such as bagels. Then the 
chain offers variations to please 
local tastes.

In London, where the chain has 
recently opened three shops, it 
sells a savory snack called “Bacon 
Buttie,” as well as porridge.

Is that porridge as in, well, 
oatmeal?

“Hot cereal, yes,” Vitaro said. 
“We also do a Croistrami sand-
wich — that’s a pastrami crois-
sant. So we do localize. We have a 
curry doughnut in India.”

Joost Kling, a Dutch food in-
dustry entrepreneur, thinks the 
chain will face something of an 
uphill battle in the Netherlands.

“They don’t have much name 
recognition, if any,” he said. “I 
think a lot will depend on their 
staying power.” He wondered 
about the willingness of the firm 
to advertise and lose money for a 
time when stores first open. 

He guessed around half of 
Dutch people know what dough-
nuts are, but most have only tried 
low-quality versions on offer in 

grocery stores. 
Europe-

ans “won’t 
really have 
any basis for 
value com-
parison. They 
don’t know 
what makes 
a good 
doughnut,” 
Kling said.

In addition, 
Europeans may 
feel attachment 
to their own local 
delicacies.

In Belgium, the Brussels waffle 
is light and fluffy and dusted with 
powdered sugar, while in Liege 
they’re heavier and sweeter, with 
caramelized sugar. The “Belgian 
Waffle” topped with powdered 
sugar, strawberries and a flour-
ish of whipped cream is probably 
an American invention. It’s popu-
lar in Scandinavia.

In Austria, people with a sweet 
tooth turn to Apfelstrudel — 
or Danishes. 

Dunkin’ Donuts tackles Europe

 DUNKIN’ DONUTS/AP

WEATHER OUTLOOK
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Auto - Quality Pre-owned
US SPEC Vehicles

www.vilseckautosales.com
Free Europe-wide delivery

Toyota, Prius, 2008 $12795.00,
US Spec, 53,000 miles, Air,
Leather Seats, Backup Camera,
Garage Kept, Non-Smoking,
Dealer Maintained, Dark Grey
Color, Fog Lights, Two sets of
tires, Great mileage, Call
01520-577-4373 or email
candrean@verizon.net

Honda, CBR 1000, 2008
$8000.00, For Sale. Color Black
& Yellow Plenty of Aftermarket
Parts! Headlight Tint Removed
Per German Guidelines. Comes
with Matching Black&Yellow
Helmet & Gloves djwataboy@h
otmail.com

Mercedes, Sprinter 313 CDI,
2001 $2500.00 14-Passenger
van, Diesel, low-mileage (only
60,000km), manual transmis-
sion, Lots of room. Some dents
and scratches, but runs great!
E-mail Jeff at wolfhoundinfantry
@yahoo.com if interested. Pic-
tures available upon request.

Ford , Explorer Limited V8,
2005 $9500.00 Black For Sale! -
Rear Windows Tinted Black -
Two 6 inch TVs in Headrest -
Indash 7 Inch Kenwood DVD &
CD TV Monitor Flip Face - Black
Leather Seats - Rear Tow
Package djwataboy@hotmail.c
om

Audi , A4 Quattro, 2007
$14900.00 US Specs, Turbo,
Metallic Gray w ith Black,
Heated Leather Seats, Bose
Sound, Navi System, Sunroof,
Dealer Maintained, One Owner.
Call Chris 09641-9260020.

BMW, 328i, 2008 $19000.00
Located in Prague - non-
smoking This U.S.-model has
leather seats, heated driver and
passenger seats, moon-roof,
blue-tooth enabled, 6-speaker
surround sound, CD and MP3
capable audio system. Comes
with snow tires (bought in 2010)
and newer summer tires (bought
in 2011). Price $19,000 OBO.
Moving and new country forbids
import of cars over 4 years.
420-602-291-297 stuart.schaag
@trade.gov

BMW, R1200R, 2007 $9000.00
like new BMW R1200R always
garaged kept covered when not
in use all maintenance conduc-
ted by BMW new michelin tires
(less than 50 miles) options:
ABS heated hand gripson board
computer stainless steel ex-
haust top and side cases new
BMW gel battery clean and clear
title in hand Feel free to call or
email with any questions or for
more pics Plonkaj@yahoo.com

Patriot Military Automobiles
Pre-Owned Center

- Visit us on Live Chat 24/7! -
US Specifications

www.patriot-autos.net
"We are Patriots!"

Toyota, 4Runner SUV 4WD,
2011 $29000.00 -Well taken
care of Toyota. Great to drive on
the Autobahn. Tires in great
shape. - 4 Wheel Drive, great for
winters, shifts into 4 - After
market Baja Roof Rack instal-
led: - 27,000 miles, guaranteed
to pass 2 year inspection - Split
folding 3-row - Air bags in all 3
rows - Steering Wheel Phone &
iPod Controls - Power front row
seat - 2 x 120V power adapters
-Cloth seats - Blue tooth - Power
Sunroof - Rubber All-Weather
Floor Mats for all row
+491703676314

Motorcycles 164
Ford, Escape, 2009 $11000.00
It is the 4CYL, AWD, XLT model
and has the Microsoft Sync
radio, leather seats, privacy
windows in the rear, luggage
compartment cover, and roof
rack. There is minor cosmetic
damage on the vehicle, nothing
serious and I will be more then
willing to show for serious offers.
The vehicle has met all warranty
services, which I have the
history of and the battery,
brakes, and tires have just been
replaced prior to it being sold.
Pictures wouldn't load but can
be seen on Hohenfels Bookoo
or emailed. 015254978807 cod
y.tippie89@gmail.com

Living Room Schrank $300.00
Living Room Schrank 06073
740-470 amores.gabriel@me.c
om

BMW, 328i, 1997 $4000.00
Available on or around 7 MAY
US Specs. 166,000 miles. Re-
placed the following; In 2013:
Tie rods, front rotors and
brakes. Replaced the following
in 2014: clutch, new alternator
and main belt. Comes with new
winter and summer tires (both
sets used only one season).
Inspected January 2014. Very
reliable car- $4,000 OBO. brad
o.porter@gmail.com

Dodge, RAM 1500 SLT Quad
Cab, 2005 $9000.00 Has
USAREUR vehicle registration.
Truck currently has 99,750
miles. New brake rotors and
brake pads installed at 99,166
miles, Fog lights, Towing Pack-
age, Rear cargo area and
railings are protected with Line
X spray, Cargo extender device
(used with tailgate down to
extend cargo area) Power win-
dows, doors and driver seat, Tilt
steering wheel, Cruise control,
Air conditioning. Available im-
mediately. Please contact Jeff
0 1 6 2 2 7 1 7 1 4 5  o r
jgershen@hotmail.com

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

** Come Visit Garmisch**
Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km

Nth of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna
36eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst,

dogs welcome. 08824-9120
www.forsthaus-oberau.de

Dinning room Cabinet $275.00,
06073 740-470 amores.gabriel
@me.com

Trucks 174
BMW, 318i, 1993 $375.00 It
runs but needs some work and
bodywork. If you are a hobbyist
or Mechanic and want a project
for fun or resale this is for you.
ss2day@gmail.com

Travel 1000
Mercedes, CLK 320 Converta-
ble, 2001 $12500.00 Elegance
edition-loaded, silver, black
heated seats, accident free, four
summer and winter tires with
rims, must see and test drive-
best offer takes it--ned to sell by
late June if possible. Contact
0 7 0 3 1 2 8 0 6 8 1  O R
0151-40525641,  f r i tz_32
hotmail.com

Antiques 512

Dodge, Nitro RT, 2007
$15500.00 1 owner non-smoker,
4x4, Power Driver's Seat, PW,
remote start, 2 sets of rims and
tires both sets about 50%, new
breaks, NAV and in dash DVD
by Mopar, park assist, dealer
maintained. Recently bought a
new car and don't want to pay to
ship it back to the US. Some
scratches in the paint and a
small crack in the rear bumper
cover but overall in outstanding
condition. No dealers please.
dxocculta@hotmail.com

Winter tires wheels Chrysler,,
300C, 2012 $900.00 Snow tires
for Chrysler 300C, Dodge
Charger, Dodge Challenger. On-
ly 5 months old. Only 3000
miles. 18' Sport Edition rims with
2253⁄40R-18 Firestone These
tires are the perfect addition to
keep this big rear wheel drive
vehicle planted during the winter
months. 0151-400-535-73

Trampoline 14 foot $125.00
Bounce-Pro with safety net.
Replaced mat last year. Good
condition.Vicenza, Italy area.
PCSing. Galit  Ph: 39
0 4 4 4 - 6 3 9 2 6 5
dgturko@yahoo.com

Yamaha, FZ6 Fazer, 2004
$4000.00 600cc. No accidents.
Yearly tune-ups & inspections.
Michelin Pilot Power tires are
like-new, less than 1000km. EU
spec, fahrzeugbrief is available.
01601547410

Automotive 140

Bauknecht German washing
machine $200.00 German
washing machine. Located at
Camp Darby (Pisa) works great!
has short and long cycles. All
manuals available. Due to PCS
we cannot take it with us.
+39-050-530-086 karen.spitzer
@eu.dodea.edu

Sporting Goods 980
Audi, TT Quattro , 2005
$10500.00 Great fun car to
drive. Super in snow and rain
with the Quattro AWD system.
Easy miles and dealer main-
tained. Great condition, Glacier
Blue, and black interior. Winter
and Summer tires and rims.
priced below KBB. Email
gratia1979yahoo.com. or call
01726657460 for pictures or
questions.sandnsurf79@gmail.
com

Mercedes Benz, SLK 320, 2001
$9450.00 See photos. Mercedes
maintained for the life of the
vehicle. Service records inclu-
ded. 3.2 liter, six cylinder means
it really goes. Tires, brakes are
new, recently serviced. Winter
tires on seperate rims. This car
is just European fun at it's finest.
E m a i l  f o r  p h o t o s
pellatons@yahoo.com

Corvette, Grand Sport, 2011
$45000.00 2011 Corvette Grand
Sport. 436 HP, U.S, Spec. Exc.
Cond., LT3 package, NPP (dual
mode exhaust), Removable
translucent top, Crystal Tint
Red, AC, Cruise, Power Seats-
Memory, Heads Up Display,
Bose CD, US Navigation, Dual
Climate. reevesingermany@gm
ail.com or (0)1609 1309 303
eric.reeves.3.ctr@us.af.mil

Furniture/Appliances 511
Rex, Monaco, 2013 $800.00
Purchased new last summer.
Only 330km, still under warranty
until July 2015. 125cc, German
taxes paid if you need German
tags. currently registered under
US system. $800 obo.. scottdu
de71@hotmail.com

Audi, TT , 2005 $10500.00
Beautiful sky blue exterior...rare
color. BLK interior. European
specs. Popular Quattro all wheel
drive. Winter & summer tires &
rims. Runs like new. Great
shape and fun to drive. E-mail:
gratia1979@yahoo.com for
questions and pictures. sun.bu
m.1@hotmail.com

Wanted New Members The
Darmstadt Retired Military
Group is looking for new mem-
bers. We meet once a month to
share ideas and help each
other. No Dues. If you are a
Retired U.S Military Service
Member or surviving spouse
and are interested please con-
tact Larry at 06151-52548 or at
lemery1366@yahoo.com for de-
tails.

VW,  Ca l i fo rn ia ,  2009
$35000.00 We have to leave
soon and it is time to sell the
most awesome vehicle we have
ever owned! Our California
seats four and sleeps four
comfortably. It is a turbo-diesel,
so it gets amazing fuel econo-
my; over 1000km on a tank of
fuel. The camper comes with
everything you need; stove,
fridge, lights, privacy shades,
sink and more. Also comes with
many extras, like a tent that fits
to the side of the bus, and a
thermal cover for winter camp-
ing. Includes two tables and two
folding chairs that store in the
back tail gate. The vehicle has
been well cared for, is in pristine
condition and only serviced by
VW - 36,900 kilometers - 2.5l
Turbo Diesel - Camping Heater -
Front and Back AC - Tons of
Storage - Heated Seats - Snow
Tires on Steel Rims - Additional
Pics Available This California is
priced way below German mar-
ket value. Check out
AutoScout24.de and then come
and have a look for yourself.
The VW California is the abso-
lute best way to see Europe with
your family! +49 (0) 7073 917
7737 GSRiders@mac.com

Musicians Wanted. Looking for
musicians to jam with between
the ages of 16-45 in Bavaria,
Germany that are into punk hard
core metal alternative rock mu-
sic. Please email amarettoleeks
@icloud.com if you are interes-
ted.

Events 041
Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Piaggio Vespa, BV Tourer
500ie, 2009 $4000.00 BV Tour-
er 500ie, Black, Radiator cooled,
4 stroke, electric start, immobil-
izer alarm system, Top condi-
tion, Top case included, great
for long trips. 01717070879,
towduso@yahoo.com

Person to Person 800

Volvo, C30, 2008 $9000.00,
98,000kms. 1.6 liter diesel mo-
tor. Vehilce is in great shape.
New summer tires, winter tires
o n  r i m .  0 1 7 2 6 4 1 0 5 2 4
j_reuter80@yahoo.com

Entertainment 450
Kia, Ceed Wagon, 2007
$6990.00 Jus t  passed
inspection! DIESEL 42MPG
combined. Approx 91k miles.
You will not find a better price
for the same model anywhere in
Germany Built-in Navigation
Anti-theft alarm German Spec
5-speed manual Hands-free,
Bluetooth SD Card Reader iPod
Phone connector DVD, CD, mp3
Player 32GB HDD AC ISOFIX
(Latch) 60 40 fold-flat rear seats
Dealer maintained annually with
maintenance records Built in
Europe Recently serviced Con-
tact Ed at edkim33@yahoo.com
or 0162 242 3057

Corvette Coupe, 2004 Com-
memorative Ed., only 25,500
miles. U.S, Spec. Exc. Cond.
LeMans Blue, New Michelin
Pilot Sport Run Flat Tires,
Leather, 4 spd Auto, Comfort
Access, Air conditioner, Cruise,
Power Everything, Security, Du-
al Airbags, Power Seats-
Memory, Moon RoofTarga,
HUD, Bose CD, Tilt, ABS,
Traction Contrl, Active Handling,
Dual Climate, New Battery,
Sport Exhaust. 28,000 or obo.
Wr i te  for  more p ics-
slutz2004@gmail.com or call
0711 722 48 680.

Rippen piano $1300.00 Excel-
lent condition. We bought it from
the original owner, who bought it
new and had had it for 20 years,
but never used it. Dates from
about 1985. You pick up in
T h r a p s t o n ,  E n g l a n d .
(44)1832720409

Jeep Grand Cherokee, Laredo
E GRP, 2012 $27500.00 Black
3.6 LT V6, 5 SP Auto, Laredo
with E GRP Equipment, X-
Package, All Weather Capability
GRP and Sunroof, . Dealer
maintained, mostly driven on
autobahn Call 01743229616

Navigon 717⁄80 GPS $450.00
Navigon GPS navigation. Per-
fect Condition.. Selling because
I bought a new car and it has
navigation. Includes: Windshield
mount & Cig. Plug Charger
djwataboy@hotmail.com

Volkswagen, Passat GLX 4
Motion, 2003 $6000.00,
automatic,ac, leather seats, roof
rack, sun roof,CD player, and
winter tires. Excellent condition
one owner car with up to date
service. Price is based on KBB
value and winter tires. US Spec.
06563960503 raynor.buckley@
eu.dodea.edu

Musical Instruments740
Chrysler, Crossfire, 2005
$5000.00 This is a gray metallic
Limited coupe. The Kelly Blue
Book value is $7328. Will sell for
$5000 or best offer. It is an
amazing vehicle. Leather, AT,
P W .  A C ,  T C ,  A B S .
rralix@gmail.com

HONDA, Shadow American
Classic Edition, 1998 $2250.00
Honda Shadow 750 American
Classic Edition. Located at
Camp Darby along the sea, this
bike is clean and has been kept
out of the elements by being
parked in a garage. New tires
and locking trunk. Need to sell
due to PCS location.
+39-050-530-086 karen.spitzer
@eu.dodea.edu

Computers 360

Jeep  Compass  2013 ,
$24000.00 In very good condi-
tion. 15,000 miles Automatic,
4X4 Sport 01729624647

Tacima Transformer 2000
Watts $75.00 Selling a Tacima
Transformer 2000 Watts Model
n u m b e r  S C  5 5 6 5 .
ss2day@gmail.com

Trailer Auto Transport, Panter,
2011 $2500.00 2500 Kilograms
Auto Transport "Panter". Pur-
chased in December 2011.
Barely driven, around 1500 Km.
Just passed inspection, so it is
ready to transfer. 2500 Euros or
its equivalent in US Dollars. Call
or text 0170 733 8651

Chevrolet, Astro Van, 2005
$14000.00 fully loaded custom
van, running boards, TV, VCR, 4
leather captain chairs, new
battery must see good condition.
Must sale due to PCS. $14,000
or best offer. contact for pic-
tures: ervinmsr@yahoo.com or
0152-25674171 803-343-9600
catfingers@yahoo.com

Home Electronics 570

PCS Move Antiques for sale
Large range of antiques for sale
due to PCS move. Lamps, rugs,
p o t t e r y ,  p a i n t i n g  e t c .
01719983997 pollittra@me.com

Ford, Mondeo Ghia Wagon
16V 2.0, 2000 $2000.00 Fantas-
tic car all the amenities no
problems at all runs great 2nd
owner, Silver in color European
spec, 164,000 KM, 5door wag-
on, non smoker, manual 5
speed, keyless entry, power
everything, heated seats, engine
block heater, AC, lumbar sup-
port front seats, CD player with
steering controls, cruise control,
fog lights, new full spare tire, full
airbag system. PCS moving and
ready to sell, email for pictures.
Located on Hohenfels main post
call 015207932037 or email
shannoncamp79@gmail.com

Toyota,  Tundra,  2010
$26000.00 Tundra double cab,
4WD, limited edition. Leather
seats, back up camera and
sensors; towing package; About
47,200 miles. Well below the
book value. Located in the
Kaiserslautern Military Com-
munity. Call or text at 0170
7338651.

BMW, 520i, 1996 $3200.00,
Just passed inspection. Runs
and drives great. AC, Double
sun roof, very clean. Light rust
drivers door. Five door wagon.
High mileage but very well
maintained. New brakes. Any
questions or for a test drive call
or email. 01799157882,
schroe19k@yahoo.com

Harley Davidson, Nite Rod,
2008 $13000.00 Located in
Prauge - black & orange,
1250cc (123 hp). Over $2K
spent on customization! Custom
wrapped exhausts and bullet
headlight provide an old school
look and sound. Power
Commander tuning module and
K&N filter increase power. Black
handle bar, black powder coated
foot & hand controls, HD
Silencer handgrips & foot pegs
and Arlen Ness Rad III mirrors.
Only 6,500 miles. Price $13,000
OBO. Comes with a Condor
motorcycle stand. Must sell,
moving and new country forbids
impo r t  o f  mo to r cyc l e .
420-602-291-297 stuart.schaag
@trade.gov

Finding the Magic Formula in
Germany $3.99 Learn the cultur-
al differences and superstitions
between the USA and in the
Oberpfalz, Bavaria, and Germa-
ny. Learn why two sometimes
means three. Learn a good tip
about tipping. Find out about
Knockers. Learn what Wood for
the Cabin means in the Oberp-
falz and Bavarian culture. Learn
the myths of Warm Beer, and
shaving. The author who spent
thirteen years in the Region and
integrated with the culture,
shares that while learning the
language is important, learning
the culture is more important.
rayetravel@yahoo.com

Living Room Table $150.00
Marble Living Room Table
06073 740-470 amores.gabriel
@me.com

Announcements 040 Motorcycles 164 Books 250Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Autos for Sale
- Germany 142

Automotive 140 Antiques 512



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S •PAGE 22       F3HIJKLM Wednesday, May 7, 2014



• S T A R S  A N D  S T R I P E S • F3HIJKLM                 PAGE 23Wednesday, May 7, 2014

Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules.
myafn.net

Sports 
on AFN

Deals

TennisCollege baseball Golf

AP sportlight

Pro football

Pro soccer

SCOREBOARD

May 7
1938 — Lawrin, ridden by Eddie Arcaro, 

wins the Kentucky Derby by one length 
over Dauber.

 1955 — Swaps, ridden by Willie Shoe-
maker, wins the Kentucky Derby by 1A 
lengths over Nashua.

1972 — The Los Angeles Lakers win 
their first NBA championship with a 114-
100 victory over the New York Knicks in 
Game 5.

1977 — Heavily favored Seattle Slew, 
ridden by Jean Cruguet, wins the Kentucky 
Derby by 1 length over Run Dusty Run.

1982 — A federal jury rules that the 
NFL violated antitrust laws when it un-
successfully attempted to prevent the 
Oakland Raiders from moving to Los An-
geles.

1988 — Winning Colors, ridden by Gary 
Stevens, leads from start to finish to win 
the Kentucky Derby by a neck, becoming 
the first roan and the third filly to win the 
race.

1993 — Wayne Gretzky of the Los An-
geles Kings scores his 100th and 101st 
playoff goals in a 7-4 win over the Van-
couver Canucks.

1994 — The Denver Nuggets, with a 
98-94 overtime win against the No. 1-
seeded Seattle SuperSonics, become the 
first eighth-seeded playoff team to win a 
series. The Nuggets come back from an 
0-2 deficit in the best-of-5 series.

1995 — Reggie Miller scores eight 
points in the last 16 seconds to lead the 

Indiana Pacers to a 107-105 win over the 
New York Knicks in the second-round 
opener of the NBA playoffs.

1997 — The Montreal Expos set two 
National League records by scoring 18 
runs in two consecutive innings. The Ex-
pos’ 13 runs in the sixth, an NL record, 
follows a five-run fifth inning as they 
beat the San Francisco Giants 19-3.

2005 — Giacomo, a 50-1 shot, wins the 
Kentucky Derby in a gigantic upset, run-
ning down a game Afleet Alex in the final 
strides and generating a huge payoff. 
Closing Argument, a 70-1 shot, finishes 
second with Afleet Alex third in the larg-
est Derby field since 20 started in 1984.

2005 — Dallas’ 116-76 victory over 
Houston is the most lopsided Game 7 
score in NBA history. The Mavericks are 
the third team in playoff history to win a 
seven-game series after losing the first 
two games at home.

2006 — Ilya Bryzgalov ties an NHL 
rookie record with his third consecu-
tive postseason shutout, blanking Colo-
rado 3-0. He matches the record set by 
Toronto’s Frank McCool, who had three 
postseason shutouts in a row as a rookie 
against Detroit in 1945. 

2011 — Justin Verlander throws his sec-
ond career no-hitter, leading the Detroit 
Tigers to a 9-0 victory over the Toronto 
Blue Jays. Verlander barely misses a 
perfect game. The only runner he allows 
came with one out in the eighth inning 
when J.P. Arencibia walks on a full count.

Madrid Open
Monday

At Caja Magica
Madrid, Spain

Purse: Men, $5.1 million, (WT1000); 
Women, $5.1 million (Premier)

Surface: Clay-Outdoor
Singles

Men
First Round

Kei Nishikori (10), Japan, def. Ivan 
Dodig, Croatia, 6-4, 6-4.

Marius Copil, Romania, def. Marcel 
Granollers, Spain, 6-3, 6-4.

Jarkko Nieminen, Finland, def. Robin 
Haase, Netherlands, 6-3, 6-2.

Jo-Wilfred Tsonga (11), France, def. 
Edouard Roger-Vasselin, France, 6-3, 4-
6, 6-3.

John Isner (9), United States, def. Tey-
muraz Gabashvili, Russia, 7-6 (8), 6-4.

Dominic Thiem, Austria, def. Dmitry 
Tursunov, Russia, 6-4, 6-2.

Marinko Matosevic, Australia, def. 
Philipp Kohlschreiber, Germany, 6-2, 6-2.

Fernando Verdasco, Spain, def. An-
dreas Seppi, Italy, 6-3, 7-6 (3).

Mikhail Youzhny (15), Russia, def. Ben-
jamin Becker, Germany, 6-3, 6-4.

Feliciano Lopez, Spain, def. Federico 
Delbonis, Argentina, 7-6 (4), 4-6, 6-2.

Gilles Simon, France, def. Benoit Paire, 
France, 2-0, retired.

Albert Ramos, Spain, def. Nicolas Ma-
hut, France, 6-1, 7-6 (7).

Santiago Giraldo, Colombia, def. Lley-
ton Hewitt, Australia, 7-5, 4-6, 6-2.

Grigor Dimitrov (12), Bugaria, def. Pab-
lo Carreno Busta, Spain, 6-2, 6-4.

Women
First Round

Li Na (2), China, def. Kirsten Flipkens, 
Belgium, 6-1, 7-6 (7).

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova, Russia, 
def. Maria-Teresa Torro-Flor, Spain, 6-4, 
4-6, 6-1.

Sam Stosur, Australia, def. Dominika 
Cibulkova (9), Slovakia, 6-4, 6-0.

Irina-Camelia Begu, Romania, def. 
Zhang Shuai, China, 6-4, 7-5.

Agnieszka Radwanska (3), Poland, def. 
Eugenie Bouchard, Canada, 7-6 (3), 6-2.

Svetlana Kuznetsova, Russia, def. 
Alize Cornet, France, 6-3, 4-6, 6-1.

Sabine Lisicki (15), Germany, def. Kar-
olina Pliskova, Czech Republic, 6-2, 6-7 
(5), 6-3.

Simona Halep (4), Romania, def. Julia 
Goerges, Germany, 6-2, 6-0.

Caroline Wozniacki (13), Denmark, 
def. Ekaterina Makarova, Russia, 6-2, 6-2.

Jelena Jankovic (6), Serbia, def. Elina 
Svitolina, Ukraine, 6-4, 6-3.

Carla Suarez Navarro (14), Spain, def. 
Yvonne Meusburger, Austria, 7-6 (6), 6-4.

Doubles
Men

First Round
Kevin Anderson, South Africa, and 

Jurgen Melzer, Austria, def. Marin Cilic, 
Croatia, and Lukas Dlouhy, Czech Repub-
lic, 6-1, 7-5.

Women
First Round

Chan Hao-ching, Taiwan, and Chanelle 
Scheepers, South Africa, def. Belinda 
Bencic, Switzerland, and Maria Kirilenko, 
Russia, walkover.

Vania King, United States, and Zheng 
Jie, China, def. Andrea Petkovic, Germa-
ny, and Sloane Stephens, United States, 
1-6, 6-2, 10-4.

Francesca Schiavone, Italy, and Silvia 
Soler-Espinosa, Spain, def. Varvara Lep-
chenko, United States, and Vladimira 
Uhlirova, Czech Republic, 6-1, 6-2.

Svetlana Kuznetsova, Russia, and Sam 
Stosur, Australia, def. Caroline Garcia, 
France, and Klaudia Jans-Ignacik, Po-
land, 6-2, 6-1.

Anabel Medina Garrigues, Spain, 
and Yaroslava Shvedova, Kazakhstan, 
def. Daniela Hantuchova, Slovakia, and 
Arantxa Parra Santonja, Spain, 6-3, 6-3.

Klara Koukalova, Czech Republic, and 
Monica Niculescu, Romania, def. Irina-
Camelia Begu, Romania, and Oksana Ka-
lashnikova, Georgia, 6-4, 6-3.

Monday’s transactions
ATHLETICS

COURT OF ARBITRATION FOR SPORT 
— Reduced the six-year doping ban of 
Jamaican sprinter Dominique Blake to 
four years, six months.

BASEBALL
COMMISSIONER’S OFFICE — Suspend-

ed Tampa Bay RHP Steve Geltz (Durham-
IL) 50 games for a second positive test 
for a drug of abuse under the Minor 
League Drug Prevention and Treatment 
Program.

American League
CLEVELAND INDIANS — Placed DH Ja-

son Giambi on the 15-day DL, retroactive 
to Sunday. Reinstated C Yan Gomes from 
paternity leave.

DETROIT TIGERS — Assigned INF Jor-
dan Lennerton outright to Toledo (IL). 
Optioned RHP Jose Orega to Toledo.

HOUSTON ASTROS — Designated LHP 
Raul Valdes for assignment. Recalled 
LHP Darin Downs from Oklahoma City 
(PCL).

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Optioned OF 
Jimmy Paredes to Omaha (PCL).

LOS ANGELES ANGELS — Optioned INF 
Luis Jimenez to Salt Lake (PCL). Recalled 
RHP Cory Rasmus from Salt Lake. Agreed 
to terms with LHP Dustin Richardson on 
a minor league contract. Sent RHP Dane 
De La Rosa to Salt Lake for a rehab as-
signment.

SEATTLE MARINERS — Optioned OF 
Abraham Almonte to Tacoma (PCL). Re-
called OF James Jones from Tacoma.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Optioned OF 
Anthony Gose to Buffalo (IL). Selected 
the contract of RHP Marcus Stroman 
from Buffalo. Sent 1B Adam Lind to Dune-
din (FSL) and RHP Casey Janssen to New 
Hampshire (EL) for rehab assignments.

National League
ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS — Placed 

RHP J.J. Putz on the 15-day DL. Recalled 
RHP Evan Marshall from Reno (PCL).

CINCINNATI REDS — Assigned OF Rog-
er Bernadina outright to Louisville (IL).

COLORADO ROCKIES — Optioned INF 
Ryan Wheeler to Colorado Springs (PCL). 
Selected the contract of RHP Nick Mas-
set from Colorado Springs. Transferred 
RHP Tyler Chatwood to the 60-day DL.

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Optioned 
RHP Stephen Fife to Albuquerque (PCL). 
Recalled RHP Pedro Baez from Chatta-
nooga (SL).

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES — Sent RHP 
Ethan Martin to Clearwater (FSL) for a 
rehab assignment.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES — Optioned RHP 
Casey Sadler to Indianapolis (IL). Re-
called LHP Jeff Locke from Indianapolis.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS — Sent LHP 
Jaime Garcia and RHP Jason Motte to 
Springfield (TL) for rehab assignments.

SAN DIEGO PADRES — Designated OF 
Xavier Nady for assignment. Recalled 
INF/OF Kyle Blanks from El Paso (PCL).

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS — Recalled 
RHP Jake Dunning from Fresno (PCL). 
Placed RHP Matt Cain on the 15-day DL, 
retroactive to April 24.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Optioned 
OF Steven Souza Jr. to Syracuse (IL). Re-
instated OF Scott Hairston from the 15-
day DL. Sent C Wilson Ramos to Harris-
burg (EL) for a rehab assignment.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

DENVER BRONCOS — Signed DT Mar-
vin Austin.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS — Signed DE 
Will Smith.

PHILADELPHIA EAGLES — Signed DL 
Alejandro Villanueva.

Canadian Football League
EDMONTON ESKIMOS — Signed RB Ty-

ler Thomas.
WINNIPEG BLUE BOMBERS — Signed 

WR Donavon Kemp.
HOCKEY

National Hockey League
CAROLINA HURRICANES — Fired coach 

Kirk Muller and assistant coaches John 
MacLean and Dave Lewis. Reassigned 
goaltending coach Greg Stefan to the 
pro scouting department.

COLLEGE
FIESTA BOWL — Named Mike Nealy ex-

ecutive director.
CREIGHTON — Announced men’s bas-

ketball F Cole Huff will transfer from Ne-
vada.

EASTERN KENTUCKY — Agreed to 
terms with men’s basketball coach 
Jeff Neubauer on a contract extension 
through 2018.

LA SALLE — Named Matt Bloom direc-
tor of men’s basketball operations.

MINNESOTA — Named John Moth-
erwell women’s assistant basketball 
coach.

NYU — Named Aaron Walsh assistant 
baseball coach.

OREGON STATE — Fired men’s basket-
ball coach Craig Robinson.

Baseball America Top 25
DURHAM, N.C. — The top 25 teams in 

the Baseball America poll with records 
through May 4 and previous ranking (vot-
ing by the staff of Baseball America):
 Record Pvs
 1. Virginia 37-9 1
 2. Oregon State 34-8 2
 3. Louisiana-Lafayette 43-7 3
 4. Florida 33-15 5
 5. Florida State 36-11 6
 6. Washington 32-11 7
 7. Cal Poly 38-9 4
 8. Miami 34-14 10
 9. Indiana 32-12 15
10. Louisville 37-11 13
11. Mississippi 35-14 11
12. Texas Christian 34-13 17
13. Oklahoma State 35-13 18
14. Rice 31-15 14
15. Louisiana State 35-13 8
16. Houston 35-13 16
17. South Carolina 35-13 9
18. Vanderbilt 36-12 20
19. Alabama 30-18 12
20. Texas A&M 30-19 —
21. Mississippi State 31-18 —
22. Liberty 35-10 22
23. UC Irvine 32-14 —
24. Mercer 34-11 24
25. Texas 34-15 19 

Collegiate Baseball Poll
TUCSON, Ariz. — The Collegiate Base-

ball poll with records through May 4. Vot-
ing is done by coaches, sports writers 
and sports information directors:
 Record Pts Prv
 1. Oregon State 34-8 493 2
 2. Virginia 37-9 491 1
 3. Louisiana-Lafayette 43-7 488 6
 4. Florida 33-15 485 8
 5. Miami 34-14 484 4
 6. Florida State 36-11 483 5
 7. Washington 32-11-1 479 7
 8. Indiana 32-12 475 11
 9. Oklahoma State 35-13 473 12
10. Texas Christian 34-13 472 13
11. Cal Poly 38-9 468 3
12. Louisville 37-11 466 19
13. Mississippi 35-14 464 10
14. Oregon 34-13 462 15
15. Louisiana State 35-13-1 459 9
16. UC Irvine 32-14 457 20
17. Vanderbilt 36-12 454 25
18. Mississippi State 31-18 452 28
19. South Carolina 35-13 449 14
20. Alabama 30-18 447 16
21. Rice 31-15 441 23
22. Pepperdine 32-12 438 17
23. St. John’s 30-15 435 —
24. San Diego 33-16 432 —
25. Houston 35-13 429 —
26. Central Florida 29-18 428 18
27. Texas Tech 36-16 427 21
28. Texas 34-15 426 22
29. Liberty 35-10 425 30
30. Duke 29-18 421 — 

Monday’s scores
EAST

Franklin Pierce 7, Bentley 3
Stevens 8-7, Lehman 2-2

SOUTH
Clemson 5, UNLV 2
Duke 6, Longwood 1
Francis Marion 9, Winston-Salem St. 2
Presbyterian 11, Wofford 10, 10 in-

nings
MIDWEST

Augustana (Ill.) 10, Cornell (Iowa) 4
Bethany Lutheran 2-5, Minn.-Morris 

1-5
Concordia (Ill.) 5, Illinois Wesleyan 0
Hamline 14, Luther 1, 7 innings
St. Scholastica 4, Northland 3
Wisconsin Lutheran 11-2, Carroll 

(Wis.) 8-0
Wis.-Whitewater 3, Concordia (Wis.) 0

FAR WEST
Utah Valley 12, New Mexico 8

TOURNAMENTS
Appalachian Athletic Conference

First Round
Bryan 4, St. Andrews 3, 13 innings
Milligan 6, Reinhardt 5, 11 innings
Point (Ga.) 7, Union (Ky.) 2
Tenn. Wesleyan 8, Va. Intermont 3
Commonwealth Coast Conference

Championship
Endicott 5, W. New England 3
Mid-South Conference Tournament

Third Round
Cumberland (Tenn.) 12, St. Catharine 

0
Georgetown (Ky.) 7, Shawnee St. 3
Shawnee St. 8, Bluefield South 1
St. Catharine 4, Campbellsville 3

Ryder Cup points
At Gleneagles Hotel

Gleneagles, Scotland
Sept. 26-28, 2014
Through May 4
United States

 1. Bubba Watson 6,258.984
 2. Jimmy Walker 4,459.071
 3. Matt Kuchar 3,925.333
 4. Dustin Johnson 3,759.812
 5. Jordan Spieth 3,548.064
 6. Patrick Reed 3,038.246
 7. Jim Furyk 2,829.177
 8. Phil Mickelson 2,821.562
 9. Zach Johnson 2,717.913
10. Harris English 2,680.515
11. Jason Dufner 2,668.448
12. Chris Kirk 2,338.853
13. Ryan Moore 2,264.631
14. Webb Simpson 2,243.837
15. Kevin Stadler 2,165.352

Europe
European Points

 1. Victor Dubuisson 2,297,434.81
 2. Jamie Donaldson 2,165,473.77
 3. Thomas Bjorn 1,932,606.94
 4. Henrik Stenson 1,802,457.23
 5. Ian Poulter 1,771,978.97
 6. Joost Luiten 1,300,177.05
 7. G. Fernandez-Castano 1,254,874.46
 8. Sergio Garcia 1,186,966.34
 9. Miguel Angel Jimenez 1,164,953.33
10. Francesco Molinari 1,050,800.01

World Points
 1. Henrik Stenson 282.41
 2. Sergio Garcia 203.86
 3. Rory McIlroy 157.41
 4. Thomas Bjorn 154.48
 5. Victor Dubuisson 150.56
 6. Jamie Donaldson 140.28
 7. Luke Donald 130.28
 8. Ian Poulter 129.57
 9. Justin Rose 108.37
10. Miguel Angel Jimenez 99.66 

World Golf Ranking
Through May 4

 1. Tiger Woods USA 8.26
 2. Adam Scott AUS 8.04
 3. Henrik Stenson SWE 7.89
 4. Bubba Watson USA 7.29
 5. Matt Kuchar USA 7.05
 6. Jason Day AUS 6.78
 7. Jordan Spieth USA 5.96
 8. Phil Mickelson USA 5.86
 9. Sergio Garcia ESP 5.80
10. Justin Rose ENG 5.80
11. Rory McIlroy NIR 5.75
12. Zach Johnson USA 5.46
13. Dustin Johnson USA 5.15
14. Jim Furyk USA 4.63
15. Graeme McDowell NIR 4.35
16. Steve Stricker USA 4.24
17. Charl Schwartzel SAF 4.22
18. Luke Donald ENG 4.13
19. Jason Dufner USA 4.08
20. Keegan Bradley USA 4.05
21. Ian Poulter ENG 4.04
22. Jimmy Walker USA 4.03
23. Victor Dubuisson FRA 3.97
24. Patrick Reed USA 3.92
25. Brandt Snedeker USA 3.78
26. Hideki Matsuyama JPN 3.72
27. Jamie Donaldson WAL 3.70
28. Thomas Bjorn DEN 3.70
29. Webb Simpson USA 3.68
30. Lee Westwood ENG 3.59
31. Graham DeLaet CAN 3.41
32. Miguel Angel Jimenez ESP 3.28
33. Bill Haas USA 3.27
34. Hunter Mahan USA 3.10
35. Jonas Blixt SWE 3.10
36. Rickie Fowler USA 3.07
37. Ryan Moore USA 2.93
38. Louis Oosthuizen SAF 2.92
39. Stephen Gallacher SCO 2.86
40. Harris English USA 2.79
41. Joost Luiten NED 2.60
42. Matt Jones AUS 2.60
43. Matt Every USA 2.59
44. Ernie Els SAF 2.56
45. Russell Henley USA 2.55
46. Francesco Molinari ITA 2.52
47. Kevin Streelman USA 2.51
48. G. Fernandez-Castano ESP 2.47
49. Gary Woodland USA 2.44
50. Thongchai Jaidee THA 2.42 

MLS
EASTERN CONFERENCE

  W   L   T  Pts   GF   GA
Sporting KC 4 2 2 14 11 6
New England 4 3 2 14 9 10
New York 3 2 5 14 14 12
Columbus 3 2 3 12 10 9
D.C.   3   3   2   11   12   11
Houston   3   4   2   11   12   14
Toronto FC   3   4   0    9    7    9
Philadelphia   1   4   5    8   10   13
Montreal   1   4   3    6    7   14
Chicago   0   2   6    6   12   14

WESTERN CONFERENCE
   W   L   T  Pts   GF   GA
Seattle   6   2   1   19   20   13
Real Salt Lake   4   0   5   17   16   10
FC Dallas 5 3 1 16 18 15
Colorado   4  2   2   14   10    9
Vancouver   3   2   4   13  15   12
Los Angeles   2   2   2    8    7    5
Portland   1   3   5    8   12   15
San Jose   1   3   3    6    8   10
Chivas USA   1   5   3    6    9   18

Note: Three points for victory, one
point for tie.

Saturday’s games
New England 2, Toronto FC 1
Vancouver 3, San Jose 2
Real Salt Lake 3, Chicago 2
Colorado 1, Los Angeles 0
Seattle FC 2, Philadelphia 1
Houston 4, Chivas USA 1
Portland 3, D.C. United 2

Sunday’s games
New York 1, FC Dallas 0
Sporting Kansas City 2, Columbus 0

Wednesday’s games
Columbus at Houston
FC Dallas at Seattle FC
Colorado at San Jose

Saturday, May 10
Sporting Kansas City at Montreal
D.C. United at Philadelphia
Chicago at New York
Vancouver at Columbus
FC Dallas at San Jose

Sunday, May 11
Los Angeles at Portland
Chivas USA at Colorado
Seattle FC at New England
Real Salt Lake at Houston

NWSL
 W  L  T  Pts  GF  GA
Seattle  5  0  0  15  12  2
Portland  2  0  2  8  6  3
FC Kansas City  2  2  1  7  8  7
Washington  2  3  0  6  7  9
Sky Blue FC  1  2  2 5  5  7
Western NY  1  1  1  4  4  3
Chicago  1  2  0  3  1  2
Boston  1  3  0  3  5  9
Houston  1  3  0  3  3  9

Note: Three points for victory, one
point for tie.

Saturday’s games
Seattle FC 2, Washington 1
Western New York 1, Portland 1, tie
Sky Blue FC 1, Boston 0
FC Kansas City 4, Houston 0

Wednesday’s games
Chicago at Sky Blue FC
FC Kansas City at Western New York

Saturday, May 10
Seattle FC at Portland

Sunday, May 11
Sky Blue FC at Western New York
Houston at Chicago
Washington at FC Kansas City

Boxing

Fight schedule
May 7

At Osaka, Japan, Amnat Ruenroeng 
vs. Kazuto Ioka, 12, for Ruenroeng’s IBF
flyweight title; Katsunari Takayama vs.
Shin Ono, 12, for Takayama’s IBF straw-
weight title.

May 10
At La Guaira, Venezuela, Johan Per-

ez vs. Fernando Monte de Oca, 12, for 
Perez’s interim WBA World light welter-
weight title.

At The Galen Center, Los Angeles,
Bermane Stiverne vs. Chris Arreola, 12,
for the vacant WBC heavyweight title;
Eric Molina vs. DaVarryl Williamson, 10, 
heavyweights.

May 16
At Foxwoods, Mashantucket, Conn., 

Joel Diaz Jr. vs. Tyler Asseltine, 10, super
featherweights.

At Montreal, Delvin Rodriguez vs. 
Joachim Alcine, 10, light middleweights.

May 17
At the Forum, Inglewood, Calif., Juan 

Manuel Marquez vs. Mike Alvarado, 12, 
WBO welterweight eliminator.

May 23
At Turning Stone Resort & Casino, 

Verona, N.Y., Brandon Adams vs. Willie 
Monroe Jr., 10, “Boxcino” middleweight 
final; Petr Petrov vs. Fernando Carcamo, 
10, “Boxcino” lightweight final.

May 24
At Bell Centre, Montreal, Adonis Ste-

venson vs. Andrzej Fonfara, 12, for Ste-
venson’s WBC light heavyweight title;
Julian Williams vs. Michael Medina, 10, 
light middleweights; Mikael Zewski vs.
Prince Doku Jr., 10, for the vacant NABF 
welterweight title; Artur Beterbiev vs.
Jeff Lacey, 10, light heavyweights; Eleider
Alvarez vs. Radivoje Kalajdzic, 10, for the
vacant WBC Silver light heavyweight ti-
tle; David Lemieux vs. Fernando Guerre-
ro, 10, middleweights; Jermell Charlo vs.
Charlie Ota, 10, junior middleweights.

At American Bank Center, Corpus
Christi, Texas, Bryant Jennings vs. Mike
Perez, 12, WBC heavyweight eliminator; 
Daniel Geale vs. Matthew Macklin, 10,
middleweights; Edwin Rodriguez vs. Mar-
cus Johnson, 10, super middleweights. 

NFL calendar
May 7 — Deadline for club to exercise 

right of first refusal for its restricted free 
agents.

May 8-10 —2014 NFL Draft, New York.
May 19-21 — Spring league meeting, 

Atlanta.
June 22-28 — Rookie symposium, Au-

rora, Ohio.
Aug. 3 — Hall of Fame game, Canton, 

Ohio.
Sept. 4 — Regular season begins, 

Green Bay at Seattle.
Sept. 7-8 — First full weekend of regu-

lar season.
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SPORTS BRIEFS/AUTO RACING

 The Associated Press

PRETORIA, South Africa — Oscar Pis-
torius was accused of making a “sinister” 
remark to a friend of Reeva Steenkamp in 
the courtroom Tuesday during a break at 
his murder trial.

Pistorius denied the allegation that he 
said to the close friend of the girlfriend he 
killed: “How can you sleep at night?”

The accusation by Kim Myers provided a 
bizarre twist during the trial of the world-
famous double-amputee Olympian, who is 
facing 25 years to life in prison if convicted 
of premeditated murder for shooting dead 
Steenkamp, a 29-year-old model, at his 
home last year.

Pistorius, 27, denies murder and says he 
killed Steenkamp by mistake thinking she 
was an intruder when he shot her multiple 
times through a closed toilet door.

He also denied to reporters in the court-
room that he made any comment to Myers. 
Pistorius said he hadn’t spoken to mem-
bers of the Myers family for weeks, despite 
sitting a few feet away from them during 
proceedings. Myers’ lawyer said she told 
him it happened.

Myers was approached by Pistorius and 
he made the remark to her in a “very sin-
ister way,” the lawyer for Myers told The 
Associated Press. Attorney Ian Levitt said 
Myers was “shocked” and did not know 
what it referred to. Levitt said she found it 
“extremely disturbing.”

“It’s important to confirm this. It was 
in front of witnesses. Journalists have 
witnessed this,” Levitt said of the alleged 
comment. Levitt was not in the courtroom 
but said Myers phoned him to report it.

Reporters said Pistorius apparently 
made a comment to Myers as he walked 
close to the court benches reserved for 
family and friends of both Pistorius and 
Steenkamp. Levitt added that he made a 
complaint to state prosecution officials, al-
though officials at South Africa’s National 
Prosecuting Authority said they would not 
be acting on the report.

The Myers family was very close to 
Steenkamp. Steenkamp lived with them 
after moving to Johannesburg to further 
her modelling career and they referred 
to themselves as her second family. They 
have attended much of Pistorius’ trial.

Pistorius’ lawyer, Brian Webber, said 
Pistorius also told him that the allegation 
regarding the remark was untrue.

“I’ve asked the client and he denies that 
he said it,” Webber said.

During trial proceedings, two women 
who lived on either side of the house where 
Pistorius killed Steenkamp were called by 
the defense as witnesses and were asked to 
make high-pitched wails while testifying. 
The defense was trying to show that Pisto-
rius’ cries on the night of the shooting could 
be confused with a woman’s screams. 

The neighbors were briefly cross-exam-
ined by chief prosecutor Gerrie Nel who 
sought, simply, to show that they had heard 
events after the fatal shooting and their 
testimonies were irrelevant to a possible 
fight between the couple.

During the testimony, Pistorius sat on 
his wooden bench looking impassively at 
times at his former next-door neighbors, 
who all described him as friendly and a 
good neighbor. His legal team says they 
could wrap up presenting his defense by 
next Tuesday.

Sharapova averts Madrid upset
MADRID — Maria Sharapova avoided 

an early exit from the Madrid Open on 
Tuesday, rallying to beat Christina McHale 
to reach the third round while Roger Fe-
derer withdrew from the men’s event.

Trailing 4-1 in the final set, Sharapova 
steadied her erratic service game and took 
command again to beat the 56th-ranked 
American 6-1, 4-6, 6-4 on clay at the Magic 
Box tennis center.

The ninth-ranked Russian looked to be 
cruising before McHale broke late in the 
second set to tie the match and then took 
her commanding lead in the final set after 
breaking Sharapova.

However, Sharapova didn’t surrender 
a point after that as McHale netted to be 
broken to see her advantage dip to 4-3, and 
Sharapova eventually fired an ace down 
the middle to eliminate McHale for the 
second straight year.  

In other sports news:
� Toronto Raptors coach Dwane Casey 

has agreed to a three-year contract exten-
sion after Toronto won a franchise-record 
48 games this season.

 This was Casey’s third season with the 
team. Toronto won the Atlantic Division 
for the second time and ended a six-year 
playoff drought, but lost to Brooklyn in 
seven games in the first round. 

� St. Louis Cardinals left-hander Jaime 
Garcia does not appear seriously injured 
after being struck on the elbow by a pitch 
during a rehab start in the minors.

General manager John Mozeliak said 
Monday that Garcia had some significant 
swelling right after the game, but it had 
“gone down quite a bit” by morning. 

� Jason Giambi is back on the disabled 
list. He could soon have familiar company.

The Indians placed Giambi on the 15-
day DL with a strained right calf muscle 
on Monday and the team may soon have 
to make a roster move with center fielder 
Michael Bourn, who missed his second 
straight game with a tight hamstring — 
the same one he had surgically repaired in 
October. 

CHARLOTTE, N.C.

It’s apparently beat-up Brad Kesel-
owski day and he’s OK with that.

The 2012 NASCAR champion has 
pretty thick skin, so he can handle the 

barbs hurled his way since his poor show-
ing Sunday at Talladega Superspeedway.

His day took a turn for the worse awful-
ly fast, just 13 laps into the race, when he 
charged to the front to take the lead from 
Danica Patrick. Only there wasn’t a ton of 
real estate when he slid in front of Patrick. 
She tapped him, and he spun in front of the 
entire field.

Maybe it was her fault; maybe it was 
his fault. Fans are split on placing blame. 

But Keselowski’s crew 
chief ruled it a risky move: 
“We weren’t clear enough 
to make that. I’ll just call 
it at that: We weren’t clear 
enough to make that move,” 
Paul Wolfe told the driver.

Keselowski’s car slid 
through the grass and shot 
back up onto the track. He 
was lucky there was no mas-
sive pileup. But there was 
enough damage to the No. 2 

Ford, causing Keselowski to fall six laps off 
the pace while his car was repaired.

And that’s when Keselowski made a 
decision: He wasn’t going to ride around 
wasting his day just because he was in a 
hole. Instead, he decided to race hard with 
the leaders in an attempt to slowly get his 
laps back and maybe put himself back in 
position to win.

That didn’t sit well with his rivals, es-
pecially after he spun in the middle of 
the pack to trigger a 14-car accident that 
wrecked former champions Jeff Gordon, 
Matt Kenseth, Tony Stewart and Jimmie 
Johnson.

The jeers came fast and furious, particu-
larly from Kenseth, who had tangled with 
Keselowski a week earlier while the two 
raced for the win at Richmond. Keselowski 
stomped down pit road and shouted and 
pointed in Kenseth’s direction. Kenseth 
wondered Sunday if Keselowski wasn’t a 
bit of a hypocrite.

“If it was the other way around and it 
was anybody else except for him, we’d all 
be getting lectured,” Kenseth said.

Kenseth is absolutely right. Keselowski 
is outspoken and firm in his beliefs, and 
when he thinks he’s been wronged, he lets 
everybody know.

That’s because Keselowski has always 
lived by his own code. When he says what’s 
on his mind or races in a way that serves 
only him, he doesn’t really care who gets 
upset. While other drivers attempt to race 
by an unwritten code or respect on-track 
etiquette, Keselowski does his own thing.

He’s always been that way, and he made 
no apologies for it as he scratched and 
clawed his way into NASCAR. His family 
poured every cent into racing, extended 
themselves far beyond their means in an 
effort to help Brad and his older brother, 

Brian, race. More than once, the money
ran out and the family was forced to make
difficult decisions.

Keselowski, so desperate for that one big
break that would jump-start his career, 
simply could not afford to play the nice guy.
He viewed every race as an opportunity to
make a name for himself, and he worried
he’d run out of chances before he proved
his worth.

It led to a yearlong feud with Denny
Hamlin, with Hamlin throwing his hands
up in disgust after a 2009 Nationwide race
at Phoenix over Keselowski’s refusal to 
calm down on the track. He had multiple 
scrapes with Carl Edwards, and NASCAR
was forced to mediate several times.

None of it deterred Roger Penske, who
freed him in late 2009 from a dead-end 
driver development deal with Hendrick Mo-
torsports. Keselowski was the Nationwide
champion the next season, and in the Chase 
for the Sprint Cup championship in 2011.

One year later, he was NASCAR’s newest
champion, beating Johnson in a round-for-
round title fight that gave Penske his first
career Cup championship in 40 years.

Keselowski believed that championship
validated his bumpy road to the top and 
earned him the respect of his peers. He 
badly wanted to parlay his role as cham-
pion into a leader of the sport. In his heart, 
he was certain he’d earned that right.

Only nothing changed.
Before his title defense even began, he 

found himself inside NASCAR headquar-
ters explaining comments he made in a
USA Today article to NASCAR chairman 
Brian France and Lesa France Kennedy,
head of International Speedway Corp. His
opinions were not popular, and voicing
them got him into hot water time and again 
last season.

He also learned over the course of the
season that the respect he thought he’d 
earned from his peers wasn’t there. Kes-
elowski very much wants to be one of the
faces of NASCAR. When his title didn’t
make it happen, he tried to rein himself in
a bit to see if that would do the trick.

Instead, his performance suffered. He
failed to make the Chase and won his only
race of the season in Week 31. During that 
span, he chose not to shove Kyle Busch out
of his way at Watkins Glen — a move that
would have given him a win and put him in
the Chase.

Keselowski learned the hard way that 
“life provided me a unique opportunity to
have my cake and eat it, too. My read was
wrong, though. That opportunity is further 
down the road if I keep doing what I did
before 2013.”

So that’s what you’ve seen on track from 
Keselowski this season and Sunday at 
Talladega. 

Sure, he made everybody mad with some
moves. But if it wins him races, Keselowski
doesn’t care.

JOHN BAZEMORE/AP

Brad Keselowski (2) and Trevor Bayne (21) block the path of other drivers  coming out 
of Turn 4 during the Aaron’s 499 at Talladega Superspeedway on Sunday.

Keselowski undeterred
after Talladega mishaps

Pistorius accused
of ‘sinister’ comment

Briefl y

ANDRES KUDACKI/AP

Maria Sharapova celebrates her second-
round victory at the Madrid Open against 
Christina McHale on Tuesday.
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BY JOHN WAWROW

The Associated Press

BUFFALO, N.Y.

Lou Tepper knew exactly 
what button he could 
push to motivate line-
backer Khalil Mack in 

the week leading up to Buffalo’s 
daunting season-opening test 
against Ohio State last year.

The Bulls defensive coordina-
tor began referring to Mack as: 
“JAG — Just A Guy.”

“I don’t know who it was, but 
somebody from (the Buckeyes) 
staff said he was ‘just a guy,’” 
said Tepper, 
the former 
Illinois head 
coach who 
has a lengthy 
history of 
developing 
college line-
backers. “So 
after that, 
we started 
to call him 
all that week 
a ‘JAG.’ 
And there’s no question that he 
was motivated to prove that he 
belonged.”

Wednesday, May 7, 2014

NFL DRAFT

Buffalo linebacker is projected as a top 5 pick after a dominating senior season 
Mack separates himself from the pack

BILL WIPPERT/AP 

Kent State’s Trayion Durham (34) is brought down by Buffalo’s Khalil 
Mack (46) during a Sept. 19, 2012 game in Amherst, N.Y. Mack 
had 10 1⁄2 sacks, three interceptions, five forced fumbles and scored 
two touchdowns last season in winning the Lambert Trophy, given 
annnually to the country’s best linebacker. He also helped the Bulls 
earn their second bowl bid in school history. 

Mack

Mack can no longer be 
dismissed.

Beginning with his lights-out 
performance in a 40-20 loss to the 
Buckeyes in which he had nine 
tackles, 2 1⁄2 sacks and returned 
an interception for a touchdown, 
Mack capped a dominating senior 
season that has him projected to 
be a top-five selection in the NFL 
draft, which begins Thursday in 
New York.

“It was funny,” Mack said this 
week, recalling Tepper’s moti-
vational ploy. “But even then, I 
knew what he was trying to do.”

As for the lingering sting of the 
nickname, Mack said he’s just 
getting started when it comes 
to separating himself from the 
pack.

“That’s the thing. I’m still work-
ing hard to prove it,” he said.

He’s accomplished much al-
ready during a season in which he 
helped the Mid-American Confer-
ence team earn its second bowl 
berth. Mack won the Jack Lam-
bert Award and finished second 
to Alabama’s C.J. Mosley in the 
Butkus Award voting — both hon-
oring the nation’s top linebackers. 
He set a conference record with 
16 career forced fumbles. His 75 
career tackles for a loss tied cur-
rent Jaguars defensive end Jason 
Babin’s college numbers, and 
were the most at the NCAA level 
since 2000.

At 6-foot-2 and 251 pounds, 
Mack is touted to have the speed, 
strength and versatility to play 
any linebacker position in either 
a 3-4 or 4-3 system. At the NFL 
combine in February, Mack 
topped linebacker prospects in 
four of six categories: the 40-yard 
dash (4.65 seconds), 20-yard shut-
tle (4.18 seconds), vertical jump 
(40 inches) and broad jump (128 
inches).

Though Mack was already on 
NFL scouts’ radars after consid-
ering entering the draft last year, 
he began upping his value follow-
ing the game against Ohio State.

Buckeyes coach Urban Meyer 
was left impressed, saying: “His 
stock in the draft just went up.”

After struggling a week later in 
a loss to Baylor, Mack was difficult 
to contain against MAC competi-
tion. He was a one-man wrecking 
ball in forcing three fumbles and 
getting three sacks in a late-sea-
son win over Miami, Ohio.

NFL general managers, scouts 
and draft experts have taken no-
tice, too.

“The guy looks like the real 
deal,” Browns GM Ray Farmer 
said. “When he got on bigger 
stages, he demonstrated he could 
perform.”

Added former Dallas Cowboys 
executive and NFL.com senior 

analyst Gil Brandt: “There’s nine 
guys that could be the first pick in 
the draft, and he’s one of the nine 

guys.”
All 32 teams were represented 

at Buffalo’ pro day in March. That 

group included two general man-
agers, Buffalo’s Doug Whaley and 
Oakland’s Reggie McKenzie, and
newly hired Browns coach Mike
Pettine.

“The sky’s the limit on him,”
Whaley said. “He can do what-
ever you need him to do.”

Over the past month, Mack
limited his predraft visits to six 
teams, including those owning the 
first three selections, Houston, St.
Louis and Jacksonville. He’s also 
drawn interest from Atlanta (No.
6 pick) and Detroit (No. 10).

The Bulls, who made the jump
to the MAC in 1999, aren’t accus-
tomed to having such attention.
Since the NFL merger, no Buffalo 
player has been drafted higher
than the fourth round.

Mack has a history of being 
overlooked, too.

A devastating knee injury sus-
tained while playing basketball
limited him to playing just his 
senior season at high school in
Fort Pierce, Fla. Liberty was the 
only school to initially offer him 
a scholarship. The Bulls didn’t
become interested until Liberty
assistant Robert Wimberly was
hired by Buffalo and made Mack 
an offer.

Mack acknowledged he thought
his chances of playing football 
were over when he injured his
knee.

“I felt terrible,” he said. “It
was a thing where I knew I had
to get ready to do something else 
with my life that didn’t involve
sports.”

Some six years later, Mack is
both anxious and eager to start
the next chapter of his career.

“To know what I’ve been
through, and know what I expe-
rienced, this means so much,”
Mack said. “If anything, a lot of
hard work is paying off.

“I’m trying to embrace this 
process because it’s only going to
happen once. And I’m trying to 
make the most out of it.”
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1. HOUSTON TEXANS (2-14)
How free agency has 

gone: Houston didn’t make 
any big splashes in free 
agency, but lost several 
starters to other teams. Tex-
ans traded QB Matt Schaub 

to Oakland and picked up Ryan Fitzpat-
rick; lost TE Owen Daniels to Baltimore, 
but re-signed Garrett Graham to take his 
place. They also lost RB Ben Tate, DE An-
tonio Smith, DT Earl Mitchell, SS Danieal 
Manning and LB Joe Mays. Added safeties 
Chris Clemons and Kendrick Lewis, and 
DT Ricardo Mathews.

They need: QB to take over for Schaub, 
DE, NT, OLB. They don’t need: WR, S, LT.

Possible first pick: DE Jadeveon 
Clowney, South Carolina or QB Blake Bor-
tles, Central Florida.

2, 13. ST. LOUIS RAMS (7-9)
How free agency has gone: Quietly. 

Though franchise could use 
upgrades at several posi-
tions, first move was to hang 
on to one of their own and 
re-sign Rodger Saffold after 
OL signed with Oakland, but 

failed physical. Took chance on WR Kenny 
Britt, who broke in with Titans and cur-
rent Rams coach Jeff Fisher, and added 
backup QB Shaun Hill.

They need: OL, CB, S, WR, LB. They 
don’t need: DL, QB, RB.

Possible first pick: They have two first-
rounders and would love to trade down 
from No. 2 overall, the final payoff from 
Redskins in Robert Griffin III deal, and 
keep stockpiling talent. But must find a 
buyer. OT Greg Robinson, Auburn, is most 
likely option if they stay put, a pick for 
need with OT Jake Long iffy for opener 
coming off knee surgery. WR Sammy Wat-
kins, Clemson, also is an option for team 
that’s lacked No. 1 pass catcher for sev-
eral seasons. At 13, perhaps a WR or DB.

3. JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS (4-12)
How free agency has 

gone: Jaguars spent more 
than expected, signing G 
Zane Beadles (5 years, $30 
million), DE Red Bryant (4 
years, $19 million), DE Chris 

Clemons (4 years, $17.5 million), DT Ziggy 
Hood (4 years, $16 million), RB Toby Ger-
hart (3 years, $10.5 million) and LB Dekoda 
Watson (3 years, $6.5 million). They also 
made run at Pro Bowl C Alex Mack, signing 
him to five-year, $42 million offer sheet that 
Cleveland matched almost immediately.

They need: Franchise QB, DE, WR, OL, 
CB. They don’t need: Any whiffs. Jaguars 
have 11 picks and plenty of holes to fill.

Possible first pick: LB/DE Khalil Mack, 
Buffalo, or Watkins.

4, 26. CLEVELAND BROWNS (4-12)
How free agency has 

gone: With tons of salary-cap 
space, Browns were one of 
league’s most active teams, 
signing nine players. They 
addressed some major holes 

in signing hard-hitting S Donte Whitner 
and inside LB Karlos Dansby to replace T.J. 
Ward and D’Qwell Jackson, club’s top two 
tacklers last season. RB Ben Tate could fix 
running game. Biggest move, though, was 
keeping C Alex Mack by matching offer 
sheet from Jacksonville.

They need: Franchise QB — still. They 
don’t need: To overreach with No. 4 pick.

Possible first pick: Watkins. Consid-
ered best of strong receiving class, Wat-
kins, paired with Pro Bowler Josh Gordon, 
could give Cleveland one of league’s most 
lethal passing attacks. But do they have 
QB to get them ball?

5. OAKLAND RAIDERS (4-12)
How free agency has 

gone: Raiders entered free 
agency with most salary 
cap room in NFL and used 
that money to add a bunch 
of older players with proven 

pedigrees: DLs Justin Tuck and LaMarr 
Woodley, WR James Jones, CB Carlos Rog-
ers and Tarell Brown, and QB Matt Schaub. 
They also bolstered offensive line by add-
ing LT Donald Penn, RG Austin Howard 
and versatile Kevin Boothe. Oakland did 
lose two of its own top free agents in DE 
Lamarr Houston and LT Jared Veldheer.

They need: WR, pass rusher, OL. They 
don’t need: RB, S.

Possible first pick: Clowney, Watkins, 
Mack, OT Jake Matthews.

6. ATLANTA FALCONS (4-12)
How free agency has 

gone: Falcons have added 
eight players, focusing on 
secondary and both lines. 
Biggest new name, however, 
is three-time Pro Bowl re-

turn specialist Devin Hester. They signed 
S Dwight Lowery and CBs Javier Arenas 
and Josh Wilson. Other additions: OLs 
Gabe Carimi and Jon Asamoah, DE Tyson 
Jackson and DT tackle Paul Soliai.

They need: Strong pass rusher and 
impact offensive tackle. Other needs: RB, 
LB, TE, S. They don’t need: QB, WR (as-
suming Julio Jones has recovered from 
foot injury), CB, DT.

Possible first pick: Matthews — if they 
don’t trade up to select Clowney.

7. TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS (4-12)
How free agency has 

gone: New coach Lovie 
Smith and GM Jason Licht 
have been aggressive in re-
shaping roster of team that 
hasn’t made playoffs since 

2007, releasing $16 million-a-year CB 
Darrelle Revis as well as highly paid, but 
underperforming OL Davin Joseph and 

Donald Penn. They used savings to bring 
in seven projected starters, inclduing QB 
Josh McCown .

They need: WR, OL, QB, RB. They don’t 
need: CB, DE, S.

Possible first pick: WR Mike Evans, 
Texas A&M.

8. MINNESOTA VIKINGS (5-10-1)
How free agency has 

gone: Defense was sole fo-
cus, with DE Everson Griffen 
re-signed and DT Linval Jo-
seph, CB Captain Munnerlyn, 
DE Corey Wootton, CB Derek 

Cox, LB Jasper Brinkley and FS Kurt Cole-
man new guys obtained for new coach 
Mike Zimmer’s group. Depth in back 
seven is still lacking, particularly at LB 
with Chad Greenway only proven starter. 
And teams in NFC North can never have 
enough quality, durable CBs. Matt Cassel 
was brought back as safety net QB, al-
lowing Vikings time to draft and develop 
successor with 2011 first-rounder Chris-
tian Ponder all but out of picture. Toby 
Gerhart’s departure created void at RB 
behind Adrian Peterson .

They need: QB, LB, CB, RB. They don’t 
need: OT, WR, TE, DE.

Possible first pick: QBs Teddy Bridge-
water, Louisville, or Bortles.

9. BUFFALO BILLS (6-10)
How free agency has 

gone: Continued conserva-
tive approach by address-
ing needs with mid-range-
priced free agents, while 
losing only three-time Pro 

Bowl safety Jairus Byrd. Shored up po-
rous run defense with LB Brandon Spikes, 
which allows Kiko Alonso to switch out-
side in new coordinator Jim Schwartz’s 4-
3 system. Also signed CB Corey Graham, G 
Chris Williams, LB Keith Rivers and DL Ja-
rius Wynn. Plugged hole in passing game 
by acquiring WR Mike Williams in trade 
with Tampa Bay.

They need: OT, TE — and don’t rule out 
another WR after selecting two in first 
three rounds last year. They don’t need: 
DL, G.

Possible first pick: Matthews, OT Tay-
lor Lewan, Michigan, TE Eric Ebron, North 
Carolina, Evans.

10. DETROIT LIONS (7-9)
How free agency has 

gone: Addressed glaring 
needs for first-year head 
coach Jim Caldwell, signing 
WR Golden Tate and S James 
Ihedigbo to replace Nate 

Burleson and Louis Delmas. Re-signed 
key players, including RB Joique Bell, TE 
Brandon Pettigrew and C Dominic Raiola. 
No agreement yet on new deal with DT 
Ndamukong Suh that could clear some 
cap space to help floundering franchise.

They need: CB, DE, LB, S, PK. They don’t 
need: QB, RB, DT.

Possible first pick: CB Justin Gilbert, 
Oklahoma State or CB Darqueze Dennard, 
Michigan State. Lions could use either be-
cause they don’t know if they can count 
on veteran Chris Houston bouncing back 
from injury-stunted season.

11. TENNESSEE TITANS (7-9)
How free agency has 

gone: Titans were very busy 
stocking roster for new 
coach Ken Whisenhunt and 
signed a bunch of players, 
including RT Michael Oher, 

LBs Shaun Phillips and Wesley Woodyard  
and DL Al Woods. They also re-signed 
veterans S Bernard Pollard, DE Ropati Pi-
toitua and KR Leon Washington. RB/WR 
Dexter McCluster was biggest addition 
with Tennessee cutting Chris Johnson. 
Pro Bowl CB Alterraun Verner signed with 
Tampa Bay and Titans released RT David 
Stewart and backup QB Ryan Fitzpatrick.

They need: Dynamic pass rusher to 
ease transition to hybrid 3-4. QB, ILB, OT, 
RB, CB, WR. They don’t need: PK. Even 
though they cut Rob Bironas, Titans have 
only six draft picks and can’t afford using 
a selection on kicker.

Possible first pick: OLB Anthony Barr, 
UCLA, ILB C.J. Mosley, Alabama, FS Ha Ha 
Clinton-Dix, Alabama, Gilbert.

12. NEW YORK GIANTS (7-9)
How free agency has 

gone: Busy. Defensive addi-
tions CB Dominique Rodg-
ers-Cromartie, Walter Thur-
mond and Zack Bowman, DE 
Robert Ayers and LB Jameel 

McClain could boost a unit that struggled 
early last season during an 0-8 start. RB 
Rashad Jennings, OLs Geoff Schwartz, 
John Jerry and J.D. Walton, returning WR 
Mario Manningham, TEs Daniel Fells and 
Kellen Davis, and KR Trindon Holliday all 
will get shots to contribute. But much 
leadership was lost when DE Justin Tuck, 
and starters Kevin Boothe, Hakeem Nicks 
and Linval Joseph left.

They need: DT, WR, TE, interior OL. They 
don’t need: QB, DB, P, PK, KR.

Possible first pick: Never discount Gi-
ants going defense, especially if a pass 
rushers is available. Donald might be 
their dream choice.

14. CHICAGO BEARS (8-8)
How free agency has 

gone: Bears have been 
busy retooling defense that 
ranked among league’s 
worst. Biggest moves? Sign-
ing DE Jared Allen and part-

ing with Julius Peppers after he struggled 
last season. Bears hope Allen can ignite 
dormant pass rush after Chicago tied 
Jacksonville for league-low 31 sacks, 
while stabilizing defense plagued by inju-
ries and poor play.

They need: Help on defensive line and 
in secondary, backup QB, backup RB. They 
don’t need: WR.

Possible first pick: Gilbert; Clinton-Dix, 
Donald.

15. PITTSBURGH STEELERS (8-8)
How free agency has gone: 

Typically free-agent averse, 
Steelers have been busy this 
spring, at least by their stan-
dards. WRs Emmanuel Sand-
ers and Jerricho Cotchery are 

gone. In their place are Lance Moore and 
Darrius Heyward-Bey. LB LaMarr Woodley 
was cut loose while Pittsburgh invested in 
younger (and healthier) Jason Worilds at 
outside spot opposite Jarvis Jones. RB Le-
Garrette Blount was brought in to back up 
Le’Veon Bell, while S Mike Mitchell comes 
from Carolina to replace Ryan Clark.

They need: Impact WR to take some 
pressure off Pro Bowler Antonio Brown; 
DT, CB, DE. They don’t need: QB, RB or OL.

Possible first pick: Dennard.
16. DALLAS COWBOYS (8-8)

How free agency has 
gone: As expected, DL was 
focus after release of fran-
chise sacks leader DeMarcus 
Ware. DE Anthony Spencer is 
back on one-year deal after 
missing most of last season 

with knee injury. Other newcomers are DT 
Henry Melton, DE Jeremy Mincey and DT 
Terrell McClain. There was talk of Tony 
Romo backup Kyle Orton not returning, 
so Dallas added two QBs with starting 
experience in Brandon Weeden and Caleb 
Hanie. Orton is expected to play.

They need: DL, OL, LB. They don’t need: 
QB, RB.

Possible first pick: Donald.
17. BALTIMORE RAVENS (8-8)

How free agency has 
gone: Ravens did fine job of 
retaining some of their best 
players and filling several 
gaping holes. Baltimore re-
signed TE Dennis Pitta, LB 
Daryl Smith, WR Jacoby Jones 

and LT Eugene Monroe in addition to add-
ing WR Steve Smith and TE Owen Daniels. 
Lost LB Arthur Jones, RT Michael Oher, CB 
Corey Graham, S James Ihedigbo and TE Ed 
Dickson, but hope to make up difference 
with four compensatory picks in draft.

They need: RT to take over for Oher, S, 
LB, CB, OL and RB depth. They don’t need: 
QB, WR, TE.

Possible first pick: Lewan.
18. NEW YORK JETS (8-8)

How free agency has 
gone: GM John Idzik was de-
liberate but thrifty, address-
ing three major needs by 
signing arguably top players 
at each of their positions in 

free agency in QB Michael Vick, RB Chris 
Johnson and WR Eric Decker. After losing 
RT Austin Howard to Raiders, Jets quickly 
filled gap by signing former Seahawks 
starter Breno Giacomini. Rest of signings 
have been less splashy, including adding 
CB Dimitri Patterson and WR Jacoby Ford. 
Re-signed several of own free agents, in-
cluding LB Calvin Pace, TE Jeff Cumber-
land, G Willie Colon and K Nick Folk.

They need: WR, CB, TE, S, LB. They don’t 
need: DL, K, RB.

Possible first pick: WRs Marqise Lee, 
Odell Beckham Jr., Brandin Cooks or Kelvin 
Benjamin. Depends on how board shakes 
out and if Jets trade up — they’ve got 12 
picks. Despite Decker and Ford signings, 
Jets could aim for elite WR in Watkins or 
Evans if they move up. Otherwise, they’ll 
take hard look at talented group. Jets 
could also opt to find replacement for CB 
Antonio Cromartie if in position to snag 
Gilbert, Jason Verrett or Dennard.

19. MIAMI DOLPHINS (8-8)
How free agency has 

gone: Miami’s biggest acqui-
sition has been  left tackle 
Branden Albert, who signed 
$47 million, five-year deal 
and will anchor line that gave 

up franchise-record 58 sacks last year. 
Dolphins also signed veteran OLs Shelley 
Smith and Jason Fox, but they still need 
at least one blocker in draft. Four of five 
starters have departed, including T Jona-
than Martin and G Richie Incognito, who 
were at center of team’s bullying scandal. 
RB Knowshon Moreno signed $3.275 mil-
lion, one-year contract after helping Den-
ver reach Super Bowl.  Dolphins added to 
defense with tackle Earl Mitchell, S Louis 
Delmas and CB Cortland Finnegan. 

They need: New GM Dennis Hickey will 
be in market for help at RT, G, LB, TE, WR, 
RB. They don’t need: QB, DE, DT.

Possible first pick: Mosley.
20. ARIZONA CARDINALS (10-6)

How free agency has 
gone: Cardinals addressed 
their most glaring need by 
signing OT Jared Veldheer 
(5 years, $37 million, $17 
million guaranteed), then 

added CB Antonio Cromartie (1 year, $3.5 
million) and WR Ted Ginn Jr. (3 years, 
$9.75 million). As he did last year, look for 
GM Steve Keim to sign players still around 
late in summer to one-year deals.

They need: S, OLB, RT, ILB, QB to some-
day replace Carson Palmer. They don’t 
need: CB, RB, PK, P.

Possible first pick: While there is much 
speculation Arizona will go for QB, more 
likely scenario has it going after a safety, 
outside linebacker or offensive tackle. 
How about S Calvin Pryor, Louisville, or 
OLB Ryan Shazier, Ohio State?

21. GREEN BAY PACKERS (8-7-1 )
Last season: Survived 

slew of injuries, including 
to QB Aaron Rodgers, TE 
Jermichael Finley and LB 
Clay Matthews to win third 
straight NFC North title. De-

fense suffered from lack of playmakers 
down stretch, especially when Matthews 
was out. Run defense slipped after strong 
start and S Morgan Burnett had subpar 
year after signing big contract in off-
season. RB Eddie Lacy emerged with big 
rookie year to balance offense.

They need: S, LB, TE, DT, WR, OL. They 
don’t need: QB, RB.

Possible first pick: Pryor. Packers got 
burned deep over middle too many times. 
Could also use a safety to lay out running 
backs, too.

22. PHILADELPHIA EAGLES (10-6 )
How free agency has 

gone: Eagles acted quickly 
to sign veteran safety Mal-
colm Jenkins to fill big need. 
Also signed cornerback 
Nolan Carroll to add depth, 

picked up special-team specialists Chris 
Maragos and Bryan Braman, and added 
QB Mark Sanchez to back up Nick Foles. 
But released three-time Pro Bowl WR De-
Sean Jackson, who was coming off best 
season, and lost two main team leaders 
in quarterback Michael Vick and wide re-
ceiver Jason Avant.

They need: WR to replace Jackson, DB, 
LB, OL, DL. They don’t need: QB, RB, TE.

Possible first pick: WRs Lee, Beckham 
Jr., Cooks, Benjamin; CB Bradley Roby, 
Ohio State.

23. KANSAS CITY CHIEFS (11-5 )
How free agency has 

gone: Wait, free agency 
started? Cash-strapped 
Chiefs have been quiet out of 
necessity. Began offseason 
up against salary cap and 

position has not changed. Only notable 
signings have been DT Vance Walker, OL 
Jeff Linkenbach and LB Joe Mays. Barely 
makes a dent in their needs.

They need: WR, FS, OL, DE, LB, TE, QB. 
They don’t need: RB, CB, SS, K, P.

Possible first pick: Chiefs would love to 
see Louisville’s Pryor drop to No. 23. Un-
less that happens, look for them to draft 
best available WR to take pressure off 
Dwayne Bowe. Oregon State’s Cooks fits 
mold of fast, versatile playmakers coach 
Andy Reid prefers in his West Coast of-
fense. Chiefs only have one pick in first 
86, so they must make it count.

24. CINCINNATI BENGALS (11-5 )
How free agency has 

gone: Bengals lost couple 
of important players in DE 
Michael Johnson and OT An-
thony Collins. They’ve signed 
S Danieal Manning and OT 

Marshall Newhouse. With DT Geno Atkins 
still recovering from reconstructive knee 
surgery and Johnson gone, need to re-
stock line. Cornerback is need, and there 
are a lot of highly rated ones available. 
With Leon Hall recovering from ruptured 
Achilles tendon, top CBs are Terence New-
man and Adam “Pacman” Jones, who turn 
36 and 31, respectively. LB James Harrison 
was released after one season, so there’s 
role open for outside pass rusher.

They need: DL, CB, LB, OL. They don’t 
need: QB, RB, WR.

Possible first pick: One of top CBs: — 
Dennard or Kyle Fuller, Virginia Tech; DL 
Kony Ealy, Missouri.

25. SAN DIEGO CHARGERS (9-7 )
How free agency has 

gone: Chargers addressed 
offensive line by re-signing 
C-G Rich Ohrnberger and G 
Chad Rinehart, and corner-
back, where they re-signed 
Richard Marshall and added 

Brandon Ghee. Other Chargers choosing 
to stay include ILB Donald Butler, special 
teams captain Darrell Stuckey, LB Reggie 
Walker and WR Seyi Ajirotutu. Key addi-
tions have been RB Donald Brown and 
backup QB Kellen Clemens.

They need: CB, WR, NT, pass rusher, in-
terior OL depth. They don’t need: QB, RB, 
PK, P, TE.

Possible first pick: NT Louis Nix, Notre 
Dame.

27. NEW ORLEANS SAINTS (11-5 )
How free agency has 

gone: Despite apparent sal-
ary-cap constraints, Saints 
managed to add one of top 
safeties available in Jairus 
Byrd as well as accom-

plished veteran CB Champ Bailey. Byrd 
will replace Malcolm Jenkins, who left for 
Philadelphia. FB Jed Collins left for De-
troit, replaced by Erik Lorig, formerly with 
Tampa Bay. C Brian de la Puente left for 
Chicago. New Orleans also released sev-
eral veterans, including CB Jabari Greer, 
S Roman Harper, DE Will Smith, and WR 
Lance Moore.

They need: CB, WR, LB. They don’t 
need: QB, RB, DT.

Possible first pick: Lee, Cooks, DE Dee 
Ford, Auburn.

28. CAROLINA PANTHERS (12-4 )
How free agency has 

gone: Salary-cap strapped 
Panthers lost much more 
than they’ve gained. Caroli-
na’s four WRs from 2013 are 
gone (Steve Smith, Brandon 
LaFell, Ted Ginn Jr., Domenik 

Hixon). OLs Jordan Gross and Geoff Han-
gartner retired, DBs Captain Munnerlyn 
and Mike Mitchell left. Restocked with 

affordable WRs Jerricho Cotchery, Tiquan 
Underwood and Jason Avant, CB Antoine 
Cason, TE Ed Dickson and Ss Roman Harp-
er and Thomas DeCoud.

They need: LT to take over for Gross, 
WR, CB and S. They don’t need: QB, RB, 
front seven on defense.

Possible first pick: OT Morgan Moses, 
Virginia.

29. NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS (12-4 )
How free agency has 

gone: Patriots have been 
unusually active, particu-
larly with defensive backs. 
They added Darrelle Revis 
to replace top CB Aqib Talib, 

who signed with Denver. They signed 
CB Brandon Browner, who missed Super 
Bowl with Seattle while suspended for 
violating NFL’s drug policy and must sit 
out first four games of 2013. Re-signed S 
Patrick Chung from Philadelphia; added 
WR Brandon LaFell, who figures to help 
mediocre receiving corps; and had no 
interest in retaining starting LB Brandon 
Spikes. RB LeGarrette Blount and backup 
LB Dane Fletcher also left.

They need: RB, TE, DE, LB. They don’t 
need: QB, OL, DB.

Possible first pick: Ford.
30. SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS (12-4 )

How free agency has 
gone: San Francisco re-
signed WR Anquan Boldin 
and PK Phil Dawson, while 
adding S Antoine Bethea to 
replaced departed Donte 

Whitner. 49ers also acquired OL Jonathan 
Martin from Miami as he looks to put 
Dolphins’ bullying scandal behind and 
get fresh start under his former coach at 
Stanford, Jim Harbaugh.

They need: CBs after Tarell Brown and 
Carlos Rogers signed with Oakland. WRs, 
LBs — All-Pro NaVorro Bowman is recover-
ing major knee injury. They don’t need: DL.

Possible first pick: Dennard.
31. DENVER BRONCOS (12-4 )

How free agency has 
gone: GM John Elway once 
again filled his most glaring 
holes with free agents so he 
can spend draft weekend 
looking for best players re-

gardless of position. He focused on de-
fense, committing $66 million in guaran-
teed money to four players: DE DeMarcus 
Ware, S T.J. Ward, CB Aqib Talib and WR 
Emmanuel Sanders.

They need: LB, especially MLB so they 
don’t have to move Danny Trevathan inside. 
G, CB, WR. They don’t need: QB, DE, DT.

Possible first pick: OG Xavier Su’a-Filo, 
UCLA.

32. SEATTLE SEAHAWKS (13-3 )
How free agency has 

gone: Focused more on 
planning for long term than 
seeking immediate gains 
in free agency. Re-signed 
DE Michael Bennett before 
free agency started, signed 

All-Pro FS Earl Thomas to extension and 
working on same with All-Pro CB Richard 
Sherman. Seahawks did lose WR Golden 
Tate, OLs Breno Giacomini and Paul Mc-
Quistan, DLs Chris Clemons and Red Bry-
ant, and CB Walter Thurmond, creating 
some concerns about depth, especially 
along the line.

They need: OL, specifically at guard, 
big WR, DL depth. They don’t need: QB, 
RB, CB.

Possible first pick: Su’a-Filo

Teams without
a first-round pick

34. WASHINGTON REDSKINS (3-13)
How free agency has 

gone: Harmoniously, stark 
turnabout from tension last 
year under now-departed 
coach Mike Shanahan. Rob-
ert Griffin III and teammates 

are sensing greater freedom under new 
coach Jay Gruden. GM Bruce Allen’s first 
year in charge of player decisions was 
surprisingly low-key — until WR DeSean 
Jackson was given $16 million guaran-
teed. Defensive lineman Jason Hatcher 
is another significant addition. There are 
lots of needs on last-place team, but Al-
len will have to be patient: Redskins are 
paying final installment on trade that 
allowed them to draft Griffin in 2012, so 
there’s no first-round pick.

They need: RT, LB, DB. They don’t need: 
WR, QB, RB.

Possible first pick: OT Cyrus Kouandjio, 
Alabama.

59. INDIANAPOLIS COLTS (11-5 )
How free agency has 

gone: Indy spent most of 
its money re-signing its 
own players. It kept one of 
league’s top kicking games 
intact by bringing back P Pat 

McAfee and K Adam Vinatieri. Keeping CB 
Vontae Davis and adding DL Arthur Jones 
and LB D’Qwell Jackson could solidify de-
fense. Adding WR Hakeem Nicks and G 
Louis Lance could help, and Colts should 
simply get better if they just get healthy. 
But Indy suffered major setback when 
newly signed center Phil Costa suddenly 
retired.

They need: C, OG, WR, S. They don’t 
need: QB, RB.

Possible first pick: Hard to tell because 
the Colts won’t pick until near the end of 
the second round at No. 59. Perhaps cen-
ter Weston Richburg, Colorado State.

NFL DRAFT Team capsules in fi rst-round order
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whiff on Christian Ponder (the 
12th choice in 2011) and other 
high-profile busts on the radar 
of top decision-makers around 
theleague, Spielman will be wary 
of taking a quarterback so high 
again — if there are significant 
questions about the player’s skill 
set.

There are seniors with more 
polish such as Derek Carr of 
Fresno State, Alabama’s A.J. Mc-
Carron or Zach Mettenberger of 
LSU. But if they’re consistently 
ranked below the top three, then 
they’ve got their own limitations.

So here’s the multi-billion-dollar 
question, considering the context 
of the money-making entertain-
ment machine that is the NFL: Is 
this truly the hardest position on 
the roster to draft and develop 
successfully? Or are the mistakes 
simply more magnified because 
the profiles of quarterbacks are so 
high?

“It’s a tough position to play. 
So drafting it, getting it right? If 
anyone had the answer, they’d 
be doing it,” San Francisco gen-
eral manager Trent Baalke said. 
“It’s a tough position. There is so 
much that goes on from a mental 
standpoint, a physical standpoint. 
It’s just a very difficult position to 
play. Some have mastered, some 
are at the level of trying to master 
it, and some never will master it.”

The cost of a first-round miss at 
quarterback is steeper than ever, 
given the critical nature of the 
job and the infrequency of oppor-
tunities to procure another one. 
The best ones are locked up with 
long-term contracts and rarely hit 
free agency, and if an established 
quarterback is available in a trade 
he will almost always be on the 
downside of his career.

“All you have to do is look at 
the playoffs. Quarterback play 
is a huge, huge part of winning 
playoff games,” Indianapolis gen-
eral manager Ryan Grigson said. 
“We’re very fortunate and blessed 
to have Andrew Luck and what he 
brings to the table. Because great 
quarterbacks don’t come along all 
that often and if you don’t have 
one, you’re going to have to bolster 
every other facet of your team to 
be able to get on the level of a team 
that has a great one.”

Question: Cost of a first-round miss 
on a QB now higher than ever in NFL

BY RALPH D. RUSSO

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A brief scouting report on the quarteracks players avail-
able in the 2014 NFL draft, which will be held Thursday-Saturday in New 
York. It is an intriguing group of talent with no one a lock to be an early 
first-rounder.

JOHNNY MANZIEL, Texas A&M (5-foot-11}, 
207 pounds). 2012 Heisman Trophy winner was 
one of most exciting and productive players in col-
lege football history. How well his 
game, which featured plenty of 
spectacular but unscripted plays 
out of the pocket, translates to NFL 
is big question. Mechanics and rec-
ognition of defenses need work and 
size is not ideal, but athleticism and competitive-
ness are enticing. Projection: First round.

BLAKE BORTLES, Central Florida (6-5, 232). 
Blossomed into one of college football’s best 
quarterbacks last year, leading Central Florida to 

the most successful season in the 
history of the program. Has drawn 
comparisons to Ben Roethlisberger 
because of his combination of size 
and mobility. Some questions about 
his ability to throw deep accurately 

after playing in an offense that featured many short 
passes and quick throws. Projection: First round.

TEDDY BRIDGEWATER, Louisville (6-2, 214). 
Three-year starter who took over as freshman and 
helped Louisville to consecutive double-digit win 
seasons in his final two years. Solid 
mechanics, reads field well, stays 
disciplined under pressure and has 
shown willingness to play hurt. 
Relatively small frame and lack of 
high-end arm strength are question 
marks which could keep him from being first quar-
terback taken. Projection: First round.

DEREK CARR, Fresno State (6-2, 214). Young-
er brother of 2002 first overall draft pick David 
Carr, who was taken by the Houston Texans. Threw 

for more than 3,000 yards and 30 
touchdowns in a season three times 
for the Bulldogs. Quick feet and 
quick release, helps him get rid of 
ball fast and avoid pressure. Good 
athlete. Forces throws and size is 

not ideal for a franchise quarterback prospect. Pro-
jection: Middle-late first round.

Other early-round possibilities

AJ McCarron, Alabama. Knows how to execute and operate an offensive 
game plan well. Often brushed off as a product of a winning program, but he 
was productive and the Crimson Tide was better because of him.

Jimmy Garoppolo, Eastern Illinois. Has the quickest release of any QB in 
the draft and his athleticism allows him to get throws off in situations where 
most QBs would take a sack or throw the ball away.

Zach Mettenberger, LSU. Made some of the most impressive NFL level 
throws, but a late season ACL injury clouds his immediate NFL future.

Tom Savage, Pittsburgh. Easily one of the strongest arms in the 2014 
draft class. Has prototype measurables for a classic pocket passer, but con-
sistency issues are troublesome because of lack of in-game experience.

Scouting report: The quarterbacks

Just 10 of 
the past 28 QBs 
taken in the first 
round of the NFL 
draft have been 
picked for the Pro 
Bowl.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

Did you know

GERALD HERBERT/AP 

Expert analysts have Texas A&M quarterback and former Heisman 
Trophy winner Johnny Manziel (2) rated everywhere from first off the 
board to out of the first round for the upcoming NFL draft.

Over the past 10 drafts, 28 quar-
terbacks have been taken in the 
first round, including 16 in the top 
10 picks and seven first overall. 
Though Eli Manning (first, 2004) 
and Ben Roethlisberger (11th, 
2004) have two Super Bowl rings 
each, only four of the 28 first-
rounders have won champion-
ships. Aaron Rodgers (24th, 2005) 
and Joe Flacco (18th, 2008) are 
the others.

Just 10 of the 28 have been 
picked for a Pro Bowl.

Here’s the flip side of the story:
Most of the elite quarterbacks 
come from the top of the draft, so
waiting for a Tom Brady, Drew
Brees or Russell Wilson in later
rounds is far from a tried-and-true
strategy. Those are the only three 
Super Bowl winners of the past 10 
who came after the first round.

“First and foremost, he has to 
be a ‘guy.’ He has to have the lock-
er room. He has to walk into the
meeting room and make the play-
ers know, ‘Hey, this guy’s got us.
He’s got it.’ That character aspect,”
said Seattle general manager John 
Schneider, whose selection of Wil-
son in the third round in 2012 
helped spark the team to a Super
Bowl championship.

 Those teams still searching for
the solution must keep spinning
the wheel, feeling perhaps a little
more pressure during the draft
than those who have theirs.

“You’re going to make some
mistakes,” Jacksonville coach
Gus Bradley said, “but you hope
it’s limited, and especially at that 
position.”
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MLB SCOREBOARD
American League

East Division
 W L Pct GB
Baltimore 15 14 .517  —
New York 16 15 .516  —
Boston 15 17 .469  1A
Tampa Bay 15 17 .469  1A
Toronto 15 17 .469  1A

Central Division
Detroit 18 9 .667  —
Minnesota 15 15 .500  4A
Chicago 16 17 .485  5
Kansas City 14 17 .452  6
Cleveland 13 19 .406  7A

West Division
Oakland 19 13 .594  —
Texas 17 15 .531  2
Los Angeles 16 15 .516  2A
Seattle 15 15 .500  3
Houston 10 22 .313  9

National League
East Division

 W L Pct GB
Washington 18 14 .563  —
Atlanta 17 14 .548   A
Miami 17 15 .531  1
New York 16 15 .516  1A
Philadelphia 15 15 .500  2

Central Division
Milwaukee 22 11 .667  —
St. Louis 17 16 .515  5
Cincinnati 15 16 .484  6
Pittsburgh 12 20 .375  9A
Chicago 11 19 .367  9A

West Division
San Francisco 21 11 .656  —
Colorado 20 14 .588  2
Los Angeles 18 15 .545  3A
San Diego 15 18 .455  6A
Arizona 11 24 .314 11A

Sunday’s games
Chicago White Sox 4, Cleveland 3
Tampa Bay 5, N.Y. Yankees 1
Oakland 3, Boston 2, 10 innings
Minnesota 5, Baltimore 2
Detroit 9, Kansas City 4
Seattle 8, Houston 7
Texas 14, L.A. Angels 3
Miami 5, L.A. Dodgers 4
San Francisco 4, Atlanta 1
Toronto 7, Pittsburgh 2
Philadelphia 1, Washington 0
San Diego 4, Arizona 3
Cincinnati 4, Milwaukee 3, 10 innings
N.Y. Mets 5, Colorado 1
St. Louis 5, Chicago Cubs 4

Monday’s games
Detroit 2, Houston 0
Minnesota 1, Cleveland 0, 10 innings
L.A. Angels 4, N.Y. Yankees 1
Toronto 3, Philadelphia 0
St. Louis 4, Atlanta 3
Milwaukee 8, Arizona 3
Chicago White Sox 3, Chicago Cubs 1, 

12 innings
San Francisco 11, Pittsburgh 10, 13 in-

nings
Seattle 4, Oakland 2
Miami 4, N.Y. Mets 3
Washington 4, L.A. Dodgers 0
Colorado 8, Texas 2
San Diego 6, Kansas City 5, 12 innings

Tuesday’s games
Minnesota at Cleveland
Toronto at Philadelphia
Houston at Detroit
Baltimore at Tampa Bay
Cincinnati at Boston
N.Y. Yankees at L.A. Angels
Seattle at Oakland
L.A. Dodgers at Washington
San Francisco at Pittsburgh
N.Y. Mets at Miami
St. Louis at Atlanta
Chicago White Sox at Chicago Cubs
Arizona at Milwaukee
Texas at Colorado
Kansas City at San Diego

Wednesday’s games
Seattle (F.Hernandez 3-1) at Oakland 

(Straily 1-2)
Minnesota (Nolasco 2-3) at Cleveland 

(Salazar 1-3)
Seattle (Undecided) at Oakland (Leon 

0-0)
Philadelphia (Cl.Lee 3-2) at Toronto 

(Buehrle 5-1)
Houston (Peacock 0-2) at Detroit (Por-

cello 4-1)
Baltimore (B.Norris 2-2) at Tampa Bay 

(C.Ramos 1-1)
Cincinnati (Leake 2-3) at Boston 

(Peavy 1-1)
Colorado (J.De La Rosa 3-3) at Texas 

(Lewis 2-1)
Chicago Cubs (T.Wood 2-3) at Chicago 

White Sox (Joh.Danks 2-2)
N.Y. Yankees (Nuno 0-0) at L.A. Angels 

(H.Santiago 0-5)
San Francisco (Lincecum 2-1) at Pitts-

burgh (Cole 2-2)
N.Y. Mets (Z.Wheeler 1-3) at Miami 

(Koehler 3-2)
L.A. Dodgers (Haren 4-0) at Washing-

ton (Strasburg 2-2)
Arizona (Arroyo 2-2) at Milwaukee 

(W.Peralta 4-1)
Kansas City (Shields 3-3) at San Diego 

(Cashner 2-4)
St. Louis (Wainwright 5-2) at Atlanta 

(Minor 0-1)

Calendar
May 14-15 — Owners meetings, New 

York.
June 5-7 — Amateur draft, Secaucus, 

N.J. (day 1) and New York (days 2-3)
July 15 — All-Star Game, Minneapolis.
July 18 — Deadline for amateur draft 

picks to sign.
July 27 — Hall of Fame inductions, 

Cooperstown, N.Y.
July 31 — Last day to trade a player 

without securing waivers.
Sept. 1 — Active rosters expand to 40 

players.
Sept. 30 — Postseason begins.
Oct. 22 — World Series begins.
November TBA — Deadline for teams 

to make qualifying offers to their eligible 
former players who became free agents, 
fifth day after World Series.

Monday
Tigers 2, Astros 0

Houston     Detroit
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Altuve 2b 4 0 0 0 Kinsler 2b 3 0 0 0
Fowler cf 3 0 1 0 TrHntr rf 4 0 2 0
JCastro c 4 0 0 0 MiCarr 1b 4 0 0 0
Carter dh 3 0 0 0 VMrtnz dh 4 1 1 1
Presley lf 3 0 0 0 AJcksn cf 3 0 1 0
Springr rf 3 0 1 0 Cstllns 3b 4 1 1 0
Krauss 1b 2 0 0 0 Avila c 1 0 0 0
MGnzlz pr-1b 0 0 0 0 AnRmn ss 2 0 0 0
MDmn 3b 3 0 0 0 RDavis lf 3 0 1 1
Villar ss 3 0 1 0 
Totals 28 0 3 0 Totals 28 2 6 2
Houston 000 000 000—0
Detroit 000 000 11x—2

E—Krauss (1), Villar (5), An.Romine 
(2). DP—Houston 2, Detroit 1. LOB—Hous-
ton 4, Detroit 7. HR—V.Martinez (5). CS—
Springer (2), Ma.Gonzalez (1), Kinsler (2). 
S—An.Romine. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Houston
Cosart L,1-3 7 4 1 0 3 3
Bass 1 2 1 1 0 0
Detroit
Scherzer W,4-1 8 3 0 0 1 9
Nathan S,6-8 1 0 0 0 1 0

HBP—by Cosart (Kinsler), by Scherzer 
(Carter). T—2:53. A—26,475 (41,681).

Twins 1, Indians 0 (10)
Minnesota     Cleveland
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Dozier 2b 4 0 0 0 Morgan cf 3 0 0 0
Fuld cf 4 0 2 0 Rabrn ph-lf 1 0 0 0
Plouffe 3b 5 0 1 0 Swisher 1b 4 0 0 0
Colaell 1b 5 0 1 0 Brantly lf-cf 4 0 1 0
Kubel lf 5 0 1 0 CSantn 3b 2 0 0 0
KSuzuk c 4 0 0 0 Chsnhll dh 3 0 0 0
Pinto dh 3 0 1 0 JRmrz ph 1 0 0 0
DSantn pr-dh 1 0 1 0 ACarer ss 4 0 0 0
Hrmnn rf 3 0 0 0 YGoms c 3 0 0 0
Flormn ss 2 0 0 0 DvMrp rf 3 0 0 0
EEscor ph-ss 2 1 1 1 Aviles 2b 3 0 2 0
Totals 38 1 8 1 Totals 31 0 3 0
Minnesota 000 000 000 1—1
Cleveland 000 000 000 0—0

E—C.Santana (2). DP—Minnesota 1. 
LOB—Minnesota 10, Cleveland 4. 2B—
Fuld (6), Pinto (2), Brantley (6). HR—
E.Escobar (1). SB—Fuld (4), C.Santana 
(1). CS—Aviles (1). S—Fuld. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Minnesota
Gibson 7 2 0 0 3 1
Duensing 1 1 0 0 0 0
Thielbar W,2-0 1 0 0 0 0 0
Perkins S,8-9 1 0 0 0 0 2
Cleveland
McAllister 6C 5 0 0 1 8
Shaw 1B 0 0 0 0 1
Allen 1 1 0 0 0 2
Axford L,0-3  C 2 1 1 1 0
Rzepczynski  B 0 0 0 0 0

WP—McAllister. T—3:09. A—9,037 
(42,487).

Angels 4, Yankees 1
New York     Los Angeles
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Gardnr lf 4 0 0 0 Aybar ss 4 0 0 0
Jeter ss 4 1 2 0 Trout cf 3 0 0 0
Ellsury cf 4 0 0 0 Pujols 1b 3 1 2 0
Teixeir 1b 3 0 1 1 Cron dh 3 0 0 0
McCnn c 4 0 0 0 Ibnez ph-dh 0 1 0 0
ASorin dh 3 0 0 0 HKndrc 2b 3 1 1 1
KJhnsn 3b 3 0 1 0 IStewrt 3b 3 0 0 1
BRorts 2b 3 0 1 0 JMcDnl ph-3b 0 0 0 1
ISuzuki rf 3 0 1 0 Iannett c 3 0 1 1
     Green lf 4 0 0 0
     Cowgill rf 2 1 0 0
Totals 31 1 6 1 Totals 28 4 4 4
New York 000 000 100—1
Los Angeles 000 010 03x—4

E—Teixeira (4). DP—New York 1, Los 
Angeles 2. LOB—New York 4, Los Angeles 
7. 2B—Jeter (4). 3B—H.Kendrick (2). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
New York
Phelps 5B 3 1 1 1 3
Warren 1C 1 0 0 0 1
Kelley L,0-2  C 0 3 3 4 0
Thornton 0 0 0 0 1 0
Claiborne  B 0 0 0 1 0
Los Angeles
Weaver W,3-2 8 6 1 1 1 7
Frieri S,3-5 1 0 0 0 0 2

Thornton pitched to 1 batter in the 
8th. T—3:09. A—39,701 (45,483).

Blue Jays 3, Phillies 0
Toronto     Philadelphia
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Reyes ss 4 1 1 1 Revere cf 4 0 2 0
MeCarr lf 4 1 2 0 Diekmn p 0 0 0 0
Bautist rf 3 0 0 0 Rollins ph 1 0 0 0
Encrnc 1b 4 0 0 0 Galvis ss 5 0 1 0
Frncsc 3b 3 0 1 1 Utley 2b 4 0 0 0
Lawrie 2b 2 0 0 0 Byrd rf 3 0 2 0
Getz 2b 2 0 0 0 Howard 1b 4 0 0 0
ClRsms cf 3 1 2 0 Ruiz c 3 0 2 0
Thole c 4 0 1 1 Mayrry lf 1 0 0 0
Happ p 2 0 0 0 DBrwn ph-lf 2 0 0 0
Rogers p 1 0 0 0 Nix 3b 1 0 0 0
Loup p 0 0 0 0 GwynJ ph-cf 1 0 0 0
Delaar p 0 0 0 0 Kndrck p 2 0 0 0
Navarr ph 1 0 0 0 Asche ph-3b 2 0 0 0
Cecil p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 33 3 7 3 Totals 33 0 7 0
Toronto 210 000 000—3
Philadelphia 000 000 000—0

E—Encarnacion (2). DP—Toronto 1, 
Philadelphia 1. LOB—Toronto 7, Philadel-
phia 11. 2B—Col.Rasmus 2 (9), Thole (2). 
3B—Byrd (1). HR—Reyes (2). CS—Revere 
(2). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Toronto
Happ W,1-0 5 3 0 0 4 2
Rogers H,1 1 2 0 0 1 0
Loup H,4 1 1 0 0 0 3
Delabar H,7 1 1 0 0 0 1
Cecil S,2-3 1 0 0 0 0 1
Philadelphia
K.Kendrick L,0-3 7 7 3 3 3 4
Diekman 2 0 0 0 0 3

Rogers pitched to 1 batter in the 7th. 
HBP—by K.Kendrick (Bautista). T—2:59. 
A—25,275 (43,651).

Cardinals 4, Braves 3
St. Louis     Atlanta
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
MCrpnt 3b 4 1 2 2 Heywrd rf 3 0 1 0
YMolin c 5 0 1 0 J.Upton lf 4 1 0 0
Hollidy lf 4 0 1 1 Fremn 1b 4 1 2 0
MAdms 1b 4 0 0 0 Gattis c 4 0 2 1
Craig rf 4 1 1 0 BUpton cf 3 0 0 1
JhPerlt ss 4 0 2 0 CJhnsn 3b 4 0 0 0
Bourjos cf 4 1 2 1 Smmns ss 4 0 2 0
M.Ellis 2b 4 1 0 0 Harang p 1 0 0 0
SMiller p 2 0 0 0 Varvar p 0 0 0 0
Neshek p 0 0 0 0 Pstrnck ph 1 0 0 0
Siegrist p 0 0 0 0 DCrpnt p 0 0 0 0
CMrtnz p 0 0 0 0 Avilan p 0 0 0 0
Jay ph 0 0 0 0 JSchafr ph 0 0 0 0
Grichk ph 1 0 0 0 R.Pena 2b 4 1 2 1
Rosnthl p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 36 4 9 4 Totals 32 3 9 3
St. Louis 000 031 000—4
Atlanta 000 002 100—3

E—Simmons (2). DP—St. Louis 1. LOB—
St. Louis 7, Atlanta 8. 2B—M.Carpenter 
(4), Jh.Peralta (7), Heyward (7), Free-
man (8), R.Pena (2). HR—R.Pena (2). S—
S.Miller, Harang, J.Schafer. SF—B.Upton. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
St. Louis
S.Miller W,4-2 5 6 2 2 2 5
Neshek H,4 1 0 0 0 0 1
Siegrist H,8 1 2 1 1 0 2
C.Martinez H,7 1 0 0 0 0 0
Rosenthal S,9-9 1 1 0 0 1 1
Atlanta
Harang L,3-3 6 9 4 2 1 6
Varvaro 1 0 0 0 0 2
D.Carpenter 1 0 0 0 0 1
Avilan 1 0 0 0 0 0

S.Miller pitched to 3 batters in the 6th. 
T—3:15. A—20,048 (49,586).

Brewers 8, Diamondbacks 3
Arizona     Milwaukee
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
GParra rf 4 2 2 0 CGomz cf 2 2 2 3
Prado 3b 5 0 1 0 Segura ss 5 1 2 2
Gldsch 1b 5 1 2 0 Gennett 2b 3 1 1 0
Monter c 4 0 1 1 ArRmr 3b 4 0 1 0
Hill 2b 4 0 4 2 KDavis lf 3 0 0 1
Owings ss 3 0 0 0 MrRynl 1b 3 1 1 0
Cahill p 0 0 0 0 Gindl rf 4 0 0 0
C.Ross ph 1 0 0 0 Wooten p 0 0 0 0
AMarte lf 4 0 0 0 Duke p 0 0 0 0
Inciart cf 4 0 0 0 Maldnd c 3 2 2 2
Bolsngr p 2 0 0 0 Garza p 2 0 0 0
Pollock ph 1 0 0 0 RWeks ph 0 1 0 0
Delgad p 0 0 0 0 WSmith p 0 0 0 0
Pnngtn ss 0 0 0 0 LSchfr rf 1 0 0 0
Totals 37 3 10 3 Totals 30 8 9 8
Arizona 102 000 000—3
Milwaukee 120 014 00x—8

DP—Arizona 2. LOB—Arizona 12, Mil-
waukee 6. 2B—G.Parra (5), Gennett (4), 
Maldonado (2). HR—C.Gomez (8), Segura 
(2), Maldonado (1). SB—Segura (6). SF—
K.Davis. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Arizona
Bolsinger L,1-2 5 7 4 4 3 3
Delgado 1 2 4 4 2 1
Cahill 2 0 0 0 2 4
Milwaukee
Garza W,2-3 6 8 3 3 2 5
W.Smith 1 0 0 0 1 3
Wooten 1B 1 0 0 1 1
Duke  C 1 0 0 0 1

HBP—by Garza (G.Parra). WP—Delga-
do. T—3:19. A—27,220 (41,900).

White Sox 3, Cubs 1 (12)
Chicago      Chicago 
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
De Aza cf 5 1 1 1 Bonifac cf 4 0 0 0
GBckh 2b 6 0 1 0 Lake lf 2 0 0 1
JAreu 1b 2 0 0 1 Cghln ph-lf 2 0 1 0
Sierra pr-lf 1 0 0 0 Rizzo 1b 4 0 1 0
A.Dunn lf-1b 4 0 1 0 SCastro ss 5 0 0 0
Viciedo rf 5 0 0 0 Castillo c 3 0 0 0
AlRmrz ss 5 1 1 0 Schrhlt rf 4 0 0 0
Flowrs c 4 1 0 0 Olt 3b 4 0 1 0
Semien 3b 5 0 2 1 Barney 2b 3 0 0 0
Quintan p 1 0 0 0 Valuen ph-2b 2 0 0 0
JrDnks ph 1 0 0 0 Smrdzj p 3 1 1 0
Belisari p 0 0 0 0 NRmrz p 0 0 0 0
Petrick p 0 0 0 0 Schlittr p 0 0 0 0
LeGarc ph 1 0 0 0 T.Wood ph 1 0 0 0
SDowns p 0 0 0 0 Wrght p 0 0 0 0
D.Webb p 0 0 0 0 Grimm p 0 0 0 0
Konerk ph 0 0 0 0 
Rienzo pr 0 0 0 0 
Lndstr p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 40 3 6 3 Totals 37 1 4 1
Chicago (A) 100 000 000 002—3
Chicago (N) 000 001 000 000—1

E—Rizzo (1), Olt (3). DP—Chicago (A) 
1, Chicago (N) 1. LOB—Chicago (A) 8, Chi-
cago (N) 7. 2B—A.Dunn (6), Semien (7), 
Samardzija (1). SB—Al.Ramirez (5), Schi-
erholtz (3). CS—De Aza (3). S—Quintana, 
Bonifacio. SF—J.Abreu, Lake. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Chicago (A)
Quintana 7 1 1 1 3 3
Belisario 2 1 0 0 0 2
Petricka 1 0 0 0 0 0
S.Downs  C 1 0 0 1 0
D.Webb W,3-0  B 0 0 0 0 1
Lindstrom S,5-8 1 1 0 0 1 1
Chicago (N)
Samardzija 9 3 1 0 2 7
N.Ramirez 1 0 0 0 0 1
Schlitter 1 1 0 0 0 2
W.Wright  B 0 0 0 0 1
Grimm L,1-1  C 2 2 2 2 2

HBP—by Grimm (Konerko). WP—Sa-
mardzija. PB—Castillo. T—3:51. A—33,146 
(41,072).

Giants 11, Pirates 10 (13)
San Francisco     Pittsburgh
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Pagan cf 7 1 3 0 JHrrsn rf 3 1 2 0
Pence rf 6 4 3 0 Watson p 0 0 0 0
Posey 1b 4 3 3 2 GSnchz ph 1 0 0 0
J.Perez pr-lf 1 0 0 0 Melncn p 0 0 0 0
Morse lf 5 1 2 2 CStwrt c 1 0 0 0
Adrianz pr 0 0 0 0 NWalkr 2b 6 1 1 2
Casilla p 0 0 0 0 AMcCt cf 7 2 4 0
Bmgrn ph 1 0 0 0 PAlvrz 3b 7 2 2 4
Machi p 0 0 0 0 SMarte lf 5 1 2 0
Romo p 0 0 0 0 I.Davis 1b 3 2 0 0
HSnchz c 7 1 4 3 TSnchz c 4 0 1 0
Sandovl 3b 4 1 1 0 JGomz p 0 0 0 0
Affeldt p 0 0 0 0 Cole ph 1 0 1 0
Belt ph-1b 2 0 1 0 JHughs p 0 0 0 0
B.Hicks 2b 7 0 1 2 Barmes ss 2 0 0 1
BCrwfr ss 4 0 1 1 Morris p 0 0 0 0
Petit p 2 0 0 0 JuWlsn p 0 0 0 0
Dunnng p 0 0 0 0 Snider rf 0 0 0 0
Blanco ph 1 0 0 0 Tabata ph-rf 3 0 1 1
JGutrrz p 0 0 0 0 Locke p 2 0 0 0
Arias 3b 3 0 1 0 Mercer ss 4 1 2 0
Totals 54 11 20 10 Totals 49 10 16 8
San Francisco 200 005 201 000 1—11
Pittsburgh 004 041 100 000 0—10

E—Machi (1), J.Hughes (1). DP—San 
Francisco 5, Pittsburgh 1. LOB—San Fran-
cisco 11, Pittsburgh 9. 2B—Morse 2 (8), 
B.Hicks (4), A.McCutchen (10), S.Marte 
(4), Mercer (3). 3B—A.McCutchen (2). 
HR—P.Alvarez (8). SB—Pagan (6), Belt (2), 
J.Harrison (2), S.Marte 2 (11). CS—Pagan 
(2), B.Crawford (2), J.Harrison (2). S—Ma-
chi. SF—B.Crawford, Barmes. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
San Francisco
Petit 4B 9 8 8 3 4
Dunning  C 0 0 0 1 0
J.Gutierrez 1C 2 2 2 1 1
Affeldt 1B 2 0 0 0 1
Casilla 2 0 0 0 1 4
Machi W,5-0 2 3 0 0 0 2
Romo S,10-10 1 0 0 0 0 0
Pittsburgh
Locke 5B 8 6 6 0 5
Morris H,1  C 2 1 1 0 0
Ju.Wilson H,2  B 1 2 2 1 1
Watson BS,2-2 1C 3 0 0 0 1
Melancon BS,1-2 1 3 1 1 0 0
J.Gomez 3 3 0 0 1 2
J.Hughes L,1-1 1 0 1 0 2 2

HBP—by Petit (S.Marte), by Romo 
(N.Walker), by J.Hughes (J.Perez). WP—
Dunning 2, Casilla, Ju.Wilson, Melan-
con. PB—H.Sanchez. T—5:29. A—13,675 
(38,362).

Mariners 4, Athletics 2
Seattle     Oakland
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
MSndrs cf-lf-rf 5 1 2 0 Crisp cf 4 0 1 0
Romer rf-lf 5 2 2 1 Lowrie ss 4 1 1 0
Cano 2b 4 0 1 0 Dnldsn 3b 4 0 1 0
Hart dh 3 0 1 1 Moss lf-rf 3 1 1 2
Seager 3b 4 0 0 1 Callasp dh 3 0 0 0
Gillespi lf 3 1 1 0 Jaso c 2 0 0 0
J.Jones ph-cf 1 0 0 0 DNorrs ph-c 0 0 0 0
Smoak 1b 3 0 1 0 Gentry rf 2 0 0 0
BMiller ss 3 0 1 1 Reddck ph 0 0 0 0
Zunino c 4 0 0 0 Cespds ph-lf 1 0 0 0
     Barton 1b 3 0 0 0
     Sogard 2b 2 0 0 0
     Punto ph-2b 1 0 0 0
Totals 35 4 9 4 Totals 29 2 4 2
Seattle 200 011 000—4
Oakland 000 200 000—2

DP—Seattle 2. LOB—Seattle 7, Oakland 
3. 2B—Smoak (8). HR—Romero (1), Moss 
(5). SB—B.Miller 2 (2). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Seattle
C.Young W,2-0 6 3 2 2 2 2
Furbush H,7  C 0 0 0 0 0
Leone 0 0 0 0 1 0
Beimel H,5 1 1 0 0 0 0
Medina H,7  B 0 0 0 0 0
Rodney S,8-9 1 0 0 0 0 1
Oakland
Kazmir L,4-1 6 8 4 4 2 3
Abad 1 0 0 0 0 0
Cook 2 1 0 0 0 2

C.Young pitched to 2 batters in the 
7th. Leone pitched to 1 batter in the 7th. 
HBP—by Kazmir (Hart). WP—Kazmir. T—
2:36. A—11,019 (35,067).

Marlins 4, Mets 3
New York     Miami
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
EYong lf 4 0 1 0 Yelich cf-lf 4 2 2 0
DnMrp 2b 4 1 1 1 Lucas 2b 2 1 0 0
DWrght 3b 4 1 2 0 Stanton rf 4 1 1 1
Grndrs cf-rf 4 1 2 1 McGeh 3b 5 0 2 1
BAreu rf 2 0 0 1 Sltlmch c 4 0 1 1
Lagars cf 1 0 0 0 JeBakr 1b 4 0 1 0
Duda 1b 3 0 0 0 RJhnsn lf 3 0 1 0
dArnad c 3 0 0 0 Hand p 0 0 0 0
Rice p 0 0 0 0 GJones ph 0 0 0 0
Germn p 0 0 0 0 Cishek p 0 0 0 0
Quntnll ss 3 0 0 0 Hchvrr ss 4 0 1 0
Niese p 3 0 0 0 Eovaldi p 2 0 0 0
Matszk p 0 0 0 0 Ozuna ph-cf 2 0 0 0
Frnswr p 0 0 0 0 
Recker c 0 0 0 0 
Totals 31 3 6 3 Totals 34 4 9 3
New York 200 100 000—3
Miami 000 000 031—4

One out when winning run scored. 
E—Quintanilla (1), Niese (1). DP—New 
York 1, Miami 1. LOB—New York 4, Miami 
11. 2B—D.Wright (6), Saltalamacchia (7). 
HR—Dan.Murphy (1), Granderson (3). 
CS—Duda (1). S—Lucas. SF—B.Abreu. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
New York
Niese 7 5 0 0 1 6
Matsuzaka BS,1-2 0 2 3 2 2 0
Farnsworth 1 0 0 0 1 1
Rice L,0-1 0 1 1 1 0 0
Germen  B 1 0 0 1 0
Miami
Eovaldi 7 5 3 3 1 10
Hand 1 1 0 0 0 0
Cishek W,2-1 1 0 0 0 1 1

Matsuzaka pitched to 5 batters in the 
8th. Rice pitched to 1 batter in the 9th. 
T—2:53. A—20,606 (37,442).

Nationals 4, Dodgers 0
Los Angeles     Washington
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
DGordn 2b 4 0 0 0 Span cf 4 1 3 0
Crwfrd lf 4 0 3 0 Rendon 3b 3 1 1 2
HRmrz ss 4 0 1 0 Werth rf 3 0 0 0
AdGnzl 1b 4 0 0 0 LaRoch 1b 4 0 2 0
Kemp cf 4 0 2 0 Dsmnd ss 3 1 1 0
Ethier rf 4 0 1 0 Espinos 2b 4 1 1 2
Uribe 3b 3 0 1 0 McLoth lf 3 0 0 0
Olivo c 3 0 0 0 Frndsn lf 1 0 0 0
Greink p 1 0 0 0 S.Leon c 4 0 1 0
League p 1 0 0 0 Zmrmn p 1 0 1 0
Withrw p 0 0 0 0 Barrett p 0 0 0 0
BWilsn p 0 0 0 0 Hairstn ph 1 0 1 0
Figgins ph 1 0 0 0 Blevins p 0 0 0 0
Baez p 0 0 0 0 Storen p 0 0 0 0
     Walters ph 1 0 0 0
     Clipprd p 0 0 0 0
     TMoore ph 1 0 0 0
     RSorin p 0 0 0 0
Totals 33 0 8 0 Totals 33 4 11 4
Los Angeles 000 000 000—0
Washington 200 000 02x—4

DP—Los Angeles 2, Washington 1.
LOB—Los Angeles 6, Washington 8. 2B—
H.Ramirez (13), Kemp (10), Span 2 (6). 
HR—Rendon (5), Espinosa (4). SB—Des-
mond (2). CS—Kemp (2). 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Los Angeles
Greinke L,5-1 3 5 2 2 1 1
League 2 2 0 0 0 2
Withrow 1 0 0 0 1 2
B.Wilson 1 2 0 0 1 3
Baez 1 2 2 2 0 2
Washington
Zimmermann 4 5 0 0 0 3
Barrett W,2-0 1 0 0 0 0 2
Blevins H,3 1 1 0 0 0 2
Storen H,5 1 1 0 0 0 1
Clippard H,7 1 1 0 0 0 1
R.Soriano 1 0 0 0 0 1

T—2:59 (Rain delay: 3:17). A—25,447
(41,408).

Rockies 8, Rangers 2
Texas     Colorado
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Choo lf 3 1 2 0 Barnes rf 5 1 2 0
JoWilsn 2b 4 0 0 1 Stubbs cf 4 2 3 1
ABeltre 3b 4 1 2 0 Tlwtzk ss 3 2 2 4
Fielder 1b 3 0 1 0 CGnzlz lf 5 1 2 1
Rios rf 4 0 0 0 Arenad 3b 2 1 1 2
Chirins c 3 0 0 0 Mornea 1b 4 0 1 0
Morlnd ph 1 0 1 1 Pachec c 4 0 0 0
LMartn cf 4 0 1 0 LeMahi 2b 4 0 1 0
Andrus ss 4 0 1 0 Lyles p 4 1 1 0
MPerez p 1 0 0 0 Masset p 0 0 0 0
ShTllsn p 0 0 0 0 
Poreda p 0 0 0 0 
DRrtsn ph 1 0 1 0 
Frasor p 0 0 0 0 
Cotts p 0 0 0 0 
Totals 32 2 9 2 Totals 35 8 13 8
Texas 000 001 001—2
Colorado 021 020 21x—8

E—A.Beltre (6), Stubbs (1), Arenado
(6). DP—Texas 2, Colorado 4. LOB—Texas 
6, Colorado 8. 2B—Choo (6), Andrus (6), 
Barnes 2 (5), Stubbs 2 (3), C.Gonzalez 2
(8), Morneau (10). HR—Tulowitzki 2 (9), 
Arenado (6). SB—Choo (3). S—M.Perez.
SF—Stubbs. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Texas
M.Perez L,4-2 5 7 5 5 3 5
Sh.Tolleson 1 3 2 2 0 0
Poreda 1 1 0 0 0 1
Frasor  C 2 1 1 1 1
Cotts  B 0 0 0 0 0
Colorado
Lyles W,4-0 8 7 2 2 1 5
Masset 1 2 0 0 1 0

Lyles pitched to 1 batter in the 9th. 
Sh.Tolleson pitched to 2 batters in the 
7th. T—3:01. A—26,242 (50,480).

Padres 6, Royals 5 (12)
Kansas City     San Diego
 ab r h bi  ab r h bi
Aoki rf 5 1 1 0 Venale rf-cf 6 0 1 2
WDavis p 0 0 0 0 ECarer ss 5 1 1 0
GHllnd p 0 0 0 0 S.Smith lf 4 1 2 0
KHerrr p 0 0 0 0 Grandl c 4 1 1 3
Maxwll ph 1 0 0 0 Gyorko 2b 5 1 1 1
Colemn p 0 0 0 0 Blanks 1b 2 0 0 0
TiCllns p 0 0 0 0 Roach p 0 0 0 0
Infante 2b 6 0 0 0 Petersn ph 1 0 0 0
Hosmer 1b 6 1 3 3 Vincent p 0 0 0 0
S.Perez c 6 2 3 0 Thayer p 0 0 0 0
AGordn lf 6 0 0 0 ATorrs p 0 0 0 0
Valenci 3b 4 0 1 1 Hundly ph 1 0 0 0
Mostks 3b 2 0 1 1 Street p 0 0 0 0
AEscor ss 5 0 2 0 Benoit p 0 0 0 0
L.Cain cf-rf 5 0 4 0 Rivera ph 1 0 0 0
Ventur p 2 1 1 0 Stauffr p 0 0 0 0
Crow p 0 0 0 0 Maybin cf 2 0 1 0
BButler ph 0 0 0 0 Denorfi cf-rf 3 1 1 0
Dyson cf 0 0 0 0 Amarst 3b 4 0 0 0
     Stults p 1 0 0 0
     Alonso 1b 4 1 1 0
Totals 48 5 16 5 Totals 43 6 9 6
Kansas City 010 020 100 001—5
San Diego 000 003 001 002—6

One out when winning run scored.
E—Hosmer (2). DP—San Diego 2. LOB—
Kansas City 11, San Diego 6. 2B—S.Perez
2 (12), L.Cain (3), S.Smith (7), Maybin (5), 
Alonso (7). 3B—S.Smith (1). HR—Hosmer 
(1), Grandal (3), Gyorko (3). SB—A.Escobar 
2 (7). S—Ventura, Dyson, Amarista. 
 IP H R ER BB SO
Kansas City
Ventura 6 5 3 3 0 10
Crow H,3 1 0 0 0 0 1
W.Davis H,5 1 0 0 0 0 1
G.Holland BS,1-8 1 1 1 1 0 0
K.Herrera 1 0 0 0 0 1
Coleman 1 1 1 1 2 1
Ti.Collins L,0-2 BS,1-1  B 2 1 1 0 0
San Diego
Stults 4C 11 3 3 0 2
Roach 1B 1 0 0 0 0
Vincent 1 1 1 1 0 0
Thayer 1 0 0 0 2 1
A.Torres 1 0 0 0 0 0
Street 1 0 0 0 0 0
Benoit 1 1 0 0 0 0
Stauffer W,1-0 1 2 1 1 0 1

Coleman pitched to 1 batter in the 
12th. T—3:57. A—14,089 (42,302).
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The Associated Press

DETROIT — Max Scherzer 
is pitching so well, he’s tough to 
beat.

The Detroit Tigers are pretty 
good, too, at the plate and in the 
field.

Scherzer pitched three-hit ball 
and struck out nine in eight in-
nings, leading Detroit past the 
Houston Astros 2-0 Monday night 
for its season-high sixth consecu-
tive victory.

The reigning Cy Young Award 
winner will get credit for the win, 
but acknowledged he had plenty 
of help.

Alex Avila threw out three run-
ners. Austin Jackson sprinted to-
ward the center field wall to catch 
a deep drive. Andrew Romine 
perfectly placed a bunt down the 
third base line to put Nick Castel-
lanos in scoring position for Rajai 
Davis. Davis broke a scoreless tie 
with an RBI single in the seventh 
inning.

“Those are the little things that 
go on,” Scherzer said. “That’s why 
as a team, we’re successful.”

Victor Martinez hit a solo 
homer in the eighth inning and 
Joe Nathan pitched the ninth for 
his sixth save in eight chances for 
the AL-leading Tigers.

“You definitely enjoy the win-
ning streaks,” Scherzer said. 
“You play 162 games, if you don’t 
enjoy these, you’re just going to 
beat yourself up.”

Scherzer (4-1) earned his fourth 
straight win. He has struck out at 
least seven in each of his seven 
starts this season, the only pitch-
er to pull off that feat in franchise 
history and the first for any team 
since San Francisco’s Tim Lince-
cum in 2010.

“He’s a Cy Young winner for 
a reason, but Jarred (Cosart) 
matched him pitch for pitch,” 
Astros managers Bo Porter said. 
“That was a great performance, 
but we couldn’t get him a win.”

Cosart (1-3) allowed an un-
earned run and four hits in seven 
innings. Nick Castellanos reached 
in the seventh because first base-
man Marc Krauss dropped a per-
fect throw from third baseman 
Matt Dominguez.

Twins 1, Indians 0 (10):  Edu-
ardo Escobar homered to lead off 
the 10th against Cleveland closer 
John Axford, giving the visiting 
Minnesota the victory.

Escobar, who entered as a 
pinch-hitter in the seventh, con-
nected on a 1-0 pitch from Ax-
ford (0-3), driving it over the wall 

in right for his first homer since 
June 20 and fourth of his career 
in 344 at-bats.

Caleb Thielbar (2-0) pitched a 
perfect ninth and Glen Perkins 
struck out two in the 10th for his 
eighth save.

Mariners 4, Athletics 2: Stefen 
Romero hit his first major league 
home run to break a deadlock in 
the fifth as Seattle beat host Oak-
land for its third consecutive vic-
tory and eighth in 10 games.

Chris Young (2-0) allowed two 
hits over six strong innings to win 
his second straight start.

The right-hander faced the 
minimum through three and 
didn’t allow a hit until Jed Low-
rie’s one-out single in the fourth. 
Brandon Moss hit a tying two-run 
homer two batters later.

Scott Kazmir (4-1), off to the 
best start in his career, was 
tagged for eight hits and four runs 
in six innings.

Angels 4, Yankees 1: Los An-
geles scored three runs off five 
successive walks in the eighth in-
ning after Jered Weaver escaped 
a based-loaded jam with no outs 
in the top half as the Angels beat 

visiting New York.
Yankees relievers Shawn Kel-

ley (0-2), Matt Thornton and
Preston Claiborne walked six
overall in the eighth, the most
walks in an inning by New York 
since 1990.

Weaver (3-2) allowed a run and 
six hits in eight innings, struck 
out seven and walked one.

Weaver bounded off the mound
pumping his fist and shouting in
excitement after getting Derek 
Jeter to ground into an inning-
ending double play in the eighth.

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — When Andrelton Simmons 
botched a grounder, the St. Louis Cardinals 
seized their opportunity.

For the Atlanta Braves, it was another 
night of missed chances.

Matt Carpenter’s two-run double helped 
carry St. Louis past the slumping Braves, 
who shook up their lineup but still lost their 
seventh in a row, 4-3 on Monday.

The Cardinals scored three runs in the 
fifth inning, taking advantage of shaky 
defense by Atlanta’s Gold Glove shortstop. 
In fact, Simmons had a couple of plays 
that could’ve been scored errors but were 
initially ruled hits. The second one was 
changed to an E-6 and turned out to be 
especially costly, leading to a pair of un-
earned runs.

St. Louis built a 4-0 lead and barely held 
on to win the series opener.

“It was big,” Carpenter said. “Especially 
when we got out to a big lead, to be able to 
hold them off, that was big for us.”

Desperate for more offense, Braves man-
ager Fredi Gonzalez batted pitcher Aaron 
Harang eighth and put second baseman 
Ramiro Pena in the ninth spot.

Pena had two hits, including a seventh-
inning homer that brought the Braves 
within a run, but they couldn’t overcome 
a 4-0 deficit.  

Blue Jays 3, Phillies 0: Jose Reyes hit a 
leadoff homer and J.A. Happ allowed three 
hits in five innings of work as Toronto beat 
host Philadelphia.

Facing his former team, Happ (1-0) 

walked four and pitched out of trouble 
often in his first start of the season. The 
left-hander was filling in for injured righty 
Brendan Morrow. Four relievers finished 
the seven-hitter. 

Marlins 4, Mets 3: Casey McGehee hit 
a sharp grounder that caromed into right 
field off the back of reliever Gonzalez 

Germen’s foot, allowing the winning run to 
score, as Miami rallied late from a three-
run deficit to beat visiting New York.

Jarrod Saltalamacchia hit a tying double 
in the eighth off Daisuke Matsuzaka, who 
failed to retire any of the five batters he 
faced in relief of Jonathon Niese. Giancarlo 
Stanton had an RBI single and the Marlins 
scored another run on shortstop Omar 
Quintanilla’s fielding error in the eighth. 

Nationals 4, Dodgers 0: Anthony Ren-
don hit a two-run homer in the first, and 
— thanks to an odd-moving storm that pro-
duced a long rain delay — host Washington 
didn’t finish off Los Angeles until six hours 
later on Tuesday morning, gaining sole 
possession of first place in the NL East.

Jordan Zimmerman pitched four shut-
out innings before the game was halted, 
and five relievers threw an inning apiece 
after play resumed. In between, there was 
a delay of 3 hours, 17 minutes while a nar-
row, cigar-shaped storm took its time soak-
ing D.C. and not much else. 

Giants 11, Pirates 10 (13): A throwing 
error by pitcher Jared Hughes on a sac-
rifice bunt by reliever Jean Machi in the 
13th allowed San Francisco to score the 
winning run and overcome a six-run defi-
cit to beat host Pittsburgh.

Hughes (1-1) came on to start the 13th. 
With one out, he walked Hunter Pence 
and hit Juan Perez with a pitch. Machi (5-
0), in just the second plate appearance of 
his four-year career, then dropped down 
a bunt, which Hughes fielded and threw 
wildly past first as Pence scored from sec-

ond base. 
Brewers 8, Diamondbacks 0: Car-

los Gomez hit a home run and drove in
three runs to lead Milwaukee over visiting
Arizona.

Martin Maldonado and Jean Segura also
homered for Milwaukee, which had lost
four of its last five entering the game. The
Brewers still have the best record in base-
ball at 22-11. 

Interleague
White Sox 3, Cubs 1 (12): Marcus

Semien hit a tiebreaking RBI double in a
two-run 12th and Jose Quintana allowed
one hit in seven innings for the visiting 
White Sox.

Quintana and five relievers combined on 
a four-hitter, and the White Sox came away
with the win after dropping four straight
and six of seven to their crosstown rivals. 

Rockies 8, Rangers 2: Troy Tulowitzki 
homered twice and Jordan Lyles pitched
eight strong innings as Colorado beat visit-
ing Texas.

Nolan Arenado also homered to extend 
his hitting streak to 25 games. It is the lon-
gest in the majors this season. 

Padres 6, Royals 5 (12): Will Venable
hit a two-run single in the 12th to give host
San Diego a victory over Kansas City.

Venable singled off Tim Collins (0-2) and
over the head of right fielder Lorenzo Cain
to score Chris Denorfia with the tying run 
and Yonder Alonso with the winning run
from second base. 

PAUL SANCYA/AP

Max Scherzer (4-1) struck out nine in eight innings on Monday, earning his fourth consecutive win as the 
host Detroit Tigers defeated the Houston Astros 2-0.

Scherzer sharp as 
Tigers beat Astros

Carpenter, Cardinals hand Braves 7th consecutive loss

JOHN BAZEMORE/AP

Cardinals third baseman Matt Carpenter 
follows through on a two-run double in 
the fifth inning against the Atlanta Braves 
on Monday. St. Louis won 4-3.
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BY GREG BEACHAM

The Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. — When the 
Los Angeles Kings are on top of 
their formidable defensive game, 
they revel in the silence they can 
create in a frustrated road arena.

Although they’re not used to 
the cheers and chants that filled 
Honda Center while Jonathan 
Quick composed his latest shut-
down symphony Monday night, 
they plan to ride that momentum 
right back up the freeway.

Quick made 36 saves, Marian 
Gaborik scored his third goal in 
two games and the Kings beat 
the Ducks 3-1 to take a 2-0 lead in 
their second-round series.

Alec Martinez also scored for 
the Kings, who opened their first 
playoff series against their local 
rivals with two victories at a road 
arena packed with their own fans. 
The Ducks’ faithful had almost 
nothing to cheer during a remark-
able effort by the NHL’s best de-
fensive team.

“It doesn’t even feel like being 
on the road,” Kings coach Dar-
ryl Sutter said. “We played really 
good in this building in the regu-
lar season. It was the same for us 
tonight.”

Game 3 is Thursday at Staples 
Center.

Dwight King added an empty-
net goal for Los Angeles, which has 
won six straight postseason games 
and is halfway to its third straight 
trip to the Western Conference fi-
nals. Less than two weeks ago, the 
Kings were down 0-3 in their first-
round series against San Jose.

The Kings’ defense is just that 
good — and they’re also scoring 
just enough goals to beat even the 
high-powered Ducks.

“We could only dream of this, 
really,” said Kings defenseman 
Drew Doughty, who played more 
than 26 minutes. “They might say 
we don’t deserve it, but we won 
two games here, and that was our 
goal.”

Los Angeles didn’t need any 
last-minute heroics from Gaborik, 
who scored in the opening minute 

instead. Martinez added another 
first-period goal, and King scored 
after a bad pass by Cam Fowler 
with an extra Anaheim attacker.

NHL postseason scoring leader 
Anze Kopitar had another assist 
for the Kings, who followed up 
their overtime victory in the open-
ing game of the first postseason 
Freeway Faceoff with a methodi-
cal defensive performance against 
the high-flying Ducks.

Los Angeles managed just 
nine shots in the final two peri-

ods, but Quick comfortably sat 
on a one-goal lead for more than 
46 scoreless minutes until King’s 
empty-netter.

“We found a way to squeak one 
out tonight because we have the 
best goalie in the world,” captain 
Dustin Brown said.

Patrick Maroon scored a power-
play goal and Jonas Hiller stopped 
14 shots for the Ducks, who 
couldn’t crack the Kings’ NHL-
best defense despite controlling 
play for long stretches. 

Wednesday, May 7, 2014

NHL PLAYOFFS

Second round
 (Best-of-7; x-if necessary)

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Montreal 1, Boston 1

Montreal 4, Boston 3, 2OT
Boston 5, Montreal 3
Tuesday: at Montreal
Thursday: at Montreal
Saturday: at Boston
x-Monday: at Montreal
x-Wednesday, May 14: at Boston

Pittsburgh 2, N.Y. Rangers 1
N.Y. Rangers 3, Pittsburgh 2, OT
Pittsburgh 3, N.Y. Rangers 0
Monday: Pittsburgh 2, N.Y. Rangers 0
Wednesday: at N.Y. Rangers
Friday: at Pittsburgh
x-Sunday: at N.Y. Rangers
x-Tuesday, May 13: at Pittsburgh

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Chicago 2, Minnesota 0

Chicago 5, Minnesota 2
Chicago 4, Minnesota 1
Tuesday: at Minnesota
Friday: at Minnesota
x-Sunday: at Chicago
x-Tuesday, May 13: at Minnesota
x-Thursday, May 15: at Chicago

Los Angeles 2, Anaheim 0
Los Angeles 3, Anaheim 2, OT
Monday: Los Angeles 3, Anaheim 1
Thursday: at Los Angeles
Saturday: at Los Angeles
x-Monday, May 12: at Anaheim
x-Wednesday, May 14: at Los Angeles
x-Friday, May 16: at Anaheim

Monday
Kings 3, Ducks 1

Los Angeles 2 0 1—3
Anaheim 1 0 0—1

First Period—1, Los Angeles, Gaborik 
6 (Kopitar, Brown), :34. 2, Anaheim, Ma-
roon 2 (Getzlaf, Fowler), 9:40 (pp). 3, Los
Angeles, Martinez 2 (Toffoli, Pearson),
12:07.

Third Period—4, Los Angeles, King 1 
(Williams), 19:02 (en).

Shots on Goal—Los Angeles 8-5-4—17.
Anaheim 10-12-15—37.

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange-
les 0 of 3; Anaheim 1 of 4.

Goalies—Los Angeles, Quick 6-3-0 (37
shots-36 saves). Anaheim, Hiller 1-2-0
(16-14).

A—17,281 (17,174). T—2:33.

Penguins 2, Rangers 0
Pittsburgh 0 2 0—2
N.Y. Rangers 0 0 0—0

Second Period—1, Pittsburgh, Crosby
1 (Bortuzzo, Kunitz), 2:34. 2, Pittsburgh, 
Jokinen 5, 15:20.

Shots on Goal—Pittsburgh 7-7-1—15.
N.Y. Rangers 10-16-9—35.

Power-play opportunities—Pittsburgh 
0 of 1; N.Y. Rangers 0 of 5.

Goalies—Pittsburgh, Fleury 6-3-0 (35 
shots-35 saves). N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist
5-5-0 (15-13).

A—18,006 (18,006). T—2:31.

Los Angeles heads home after second win in Anaheim and sixth in a row

Kings ride momentum to 2-0 lead

Crosby, Pens blank Rangers, take control of series
BY IRA PODELL

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Sidney Crosby 
scored his first goal. Marc-Andre 
Fleury posted his second straight 
shutout.

The New York Rangers’ power 
play still is proving to be noth-
ing more than a problem for the 
Broadway Blueshirts.

So it is no surprise the Pitts-
burgh Penguins have taken con-
trol of an Eastern Conference 
semifinal that suddenly seems 
one-sided.

Crosby snapped a 13-game 
playoff goal drought in breaking a 
second-period scoreless tie, Jussi 
Jokinen added a goal, and Fleury 
turned aside 35 shots in a 2-0 vic-
tory in Game 3 on Monday night.

“The main thing is that you get 
chances and that you are out there 
creating things, making it tough 
on them,” Crosby said. “That’s 
the first step. Eventually you trust 
that it will go in.”

Coupled with Fleury’s 22 saves 
in a 3-0 victory one night earlier in 
Pittsburgh, the Penguins have re-
claimed home-ice advantage and 
lead the best-of-seven series 2-1.

Fleury has 51 career postsea-
son wins and a team-record eight 
shutouts.

“I don’t think there was any 
question he was the best player 
on the ice,” Penguins coach Dan 
Bylsma said.

 New York’s futile power play had 
already slowed down the offense, 
but now the Rangers can’t score 
at all. They were 0 for 5 with the 
advantage Monday, pushing their 
streak to 34 failed opportunities.

“You might be frustrated right 
now, but it does no good,” Rang-
ers forward Brad Richards said. 
“We are in the middle of a series, 
and out of those three games, we 
played two real good ones.”

The Rangers haven’t scored 
since winning the opener in over-
time. Game 4 is Wednesday in 
New York.

Henrik Lundqvist made 13 
saves for the Rangers, who played 
for the fifth time in seven days. 
They have consecutive losses in 
these playoffs for the first time.

“We put our best foot forward in 
each and every game. Now we’ve 
got a full day to recover,” Rangers 
coach Alain Vigneault said.  

The tide turned in Pittsburgh’s 

favor in the second period for the 
third straight game.

New York had 2:15 remaining on 
a 4-minute power play that began 
in the first, but couldn’t cash in. To 
make matters worse for the Rang-

ers, Crosby took a long stretch 
pass from defenseman Robert 
Bortuzzo, outraced Marc Staal, 
and beat Lundqvist between the 
pads from the left circle 19 sec-
onds after James Neal left the 

penalty box. It was Crosby’s 41st 
career playoff goal.

The Penguins struck for their
second goal right after killing an-
other penalty. Jokinen jumped out 
of the box and got to a loose puck
in the neutral zone after Rangers 
forward Mats Zuccarello failed to
connect on a backward pass in the
Pittsburgh end.

Jokinen came in alone and
scored his fifth of the playoffs with
4:40 left in the second — 8 seconds 
after his penalty ended.

“The Jokinen one, just stepping
out of the box and finding his way
onto that puck, and making it 2-
0. That obviously is a tough pill 
to swallow,” Bylsma said of the
Rangers.

New York was suddenly down 
by two and had the weight of its
anemic power play enveloping
the team even more. During the
Rangers’ last advantage in the sec-
ond period, the Madison Square 
Garden crowd implored them to
“Shoot the puck!” They did, but to
no avail.

 “It’s the first to four wins,” Lun-
dqvist said. “We will take a deep
breath here and get ready for
Wednesday.” 

MARK J. TERRILL/AP 

Los Angeles Kings center Tyler Toffoli skates around fallen Anaheim Ducks right wing Corey Perry in the 
second period of Game 2 on Monday in Anaheim, Calif. The Kings won 3-1 to take a 2-0 lead in their best-
of-7 Western Conference second-round series. Game 3 is Thursday in Los Angeles.

KATHY WILLENS/AP 

Teammates congratulate Pittsburgh Penguins center Sidney Crosby 
(87) who scored his first goal of the playoffs in the second period of 
Game 3 against the New York Rangers on Monday in New York. It 
was Crosby’s first goal in his past 13 playoff games as the Penguins 
won 2-0 to take a 2-1 lead in the best-of-7 series.

Scoreboard
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Conference semifinals
(Best-of-7)

(x-if necessary)
EASTERN CONFERENCE

Miami vs. Brooklyn
Tuesday: at Miami
Thursday: at Miami
Saturday: at Brooklyn
Monday, May 12: at Brooklyn
x-Wednesday, May 14: at Miami
x-Friday, May 16: at Brooklyn
x-Sunday, May 18: at Miami

Washington 1, Indiana 0
Monday: Washington 102, Indiana 96
Wednesday: at Indiana
Friday: at Washington
Sunday: at Washington
x-Tuesday, May 13: at Indiana
x-Thursday, May 15: at Washington
x-Sunday, May 18: at Indiana

WESTERN CONFERENCE
San Antonio vs. Portland

Tuesday: at San Antonio
Thursday: at San Antonio
Saturday: at Portland
Monday, May 12: at Portland
x-Wednesday, May 14: at San Antonio
x-Friday, May 16: at Portland
x-Monday, May 19: at San Antonio

L.A. Clippers 1, Oklahoma City 0
Monday: L.A. Clippers 122, Oklahoma 

City 105
Wednesday: at Oklahoma City
Friday: at L.A. Clippers
Sunday: at L.A. Clippers
x-Tuesday, May 13: at Oklahoma City
x-Thursday, May 15: at L.A. Clippers
x-Sunday, May 18: at Oklahoma City

Monday
Wizards 102, Pacers 96

WASHINGTON — Ariza 7-10 2-4 22, 
Nene 6-16 3-4 15, Gortat 4-12 4-6 12, Wall 
4-14 5-6 13, Beal 8-18 6-9 25, Booker 0-0 
0-0 0, Webster 0-1 0-0 0, Miller 1-2 0-0 3, 
Gooden 5-11 2-2 12, Temple 0-0 0-0 0. To-
tals 35-84 22-31 102.

INDIANA — George 4-17 9-9 18, West 
6-15 3-4 15, Hibbert 0-2 0-0 0, G.Hill 6-11 
3-5 18, Stephenson 4-13 2-2 12, Mahinmi 
1-2 0-0 2, Turner 2-4 3-3 7, Watson 3-5 2-2 
9, Scola 6-11 0-2 12, Copeland 1-1 0-0 3. 
Totals 33-81 22-27 96.

Washington 28 28 13 33—102
Indiana 15 28 19 34— 96
Three-Point Goals—Washington 10-16 

(Ariza 6-6, Beal 3-5, Miller 1-1, Gooden 
0-1, Wall 0-3), Indiana 8-17 (G.Hill 3-6, 
Stephenson 2-4, Copeland 1-1, Watson 
1-1, George 1-5). Fouled Out—None. Re-
bounds—Washington 65 (Gortat 15), In-
diana 46 (West 12). Assists—Washington 
23 (Wall 9), Indiana 16 (George 5). Total 
Fouls—Washington 23, Indiana 26. Tech-
nicals—Gortat, West. A—18,165 (18,165). 

Clippers 122, Thunder 105
L.A. CLIPPERS — Barnes 4-10 0-0 10, 

Griffin 7-16 9-12 23, Jordan 3-3 1-8 7, Paul 
12-14 0-0 32, Redick 5-8 1-1 12, Granger 1-
5 3-4 5, Crawford 6-11 2-3 17, Davis 3-3 0-0 
6, Dudley 1-2 0-0 3, D.Collison 2-6 1-2 5, 
Bullock 1-1 0-0 2, Green 0-1 0-0 0, Hollins 
0-2 0-0 0. Totals 45-82 17-30 122.

OKLAHOMA CITY — Durant 9-19 5-
8 25, Ibaka 6-9 0-0 12, Perkins 1-1 1-2 3, 
Westbrook 9-14 9-10 29, Sefolosha 2-3 0-
0 5, N.Collison 2-5 0-0 4, Butler 1-7 0-0 3, 
Adams 0-0 0-0 0, Jackson 1-8 2-2 4, Fisher 
2-5 0-0 4, Lamb 3-8 1-1 8, Jones 3-6 0-0 8. 
Totals 39-85 18-23 105.

L.A. Clippers 39 30 35 18—122
Oklahoma City 25 27 26 27—105
Three-Point Goals—L.A. Clippers 15-

29 (Paul 8-9, Crawford 3-6, Barnes 2-7, 
Redick 1-2, Dudley 1-2, Granger 0-3), 
Oklahoma City 9-28 (Jones 2-4, Durant 
2-5, Westbrook 2-5, Sefolosha 1-2, Lamb 
1-3, Butler 1-4, Fisher 0-1, Ibaka 0-1, 
N.Collison 0-1, Jackson 0-2). Fouled Out—
None. Rebounds—L.A. Clippers 47 (Jor-
dan, Granger, Griffin 5), Oklahoma City 
54 (Ibaka, Lamb, Butler 6). Assists—L.A. 
Clippers 26 (Paul 10), Oklahoma City 17 
(Jackson 5). Total Fouls—L.A. Clippers 24, 
Oklahoma City 22. Technicals—Durant, 
Ibaka. A—18,203 (18,203).

Scoring leaders
James, MIA 4  39  35  120  30.0
Aldridge, POR  6  68  41  179  29.8
Durant, OKC  8  82  51  234  29.3
Harden, HOU  6  50  45  161  26.8
Westbrook, OKC  8  72  52  208  26.0
Howard, HOU  6  58  40  156  26.0
Lillard, POR 6 44 42 153 25.5
DeRozan, TOR 7 45 71 167 23.9
Griffin, LAC 8 73 40 186 23.3
George, IND 8 59 47 185 23.1
Curry, GOL 7 51 37 161 23.0

Rookie of the Year voting
Selected by a national panel of 124 

sportswriters and broadcasters, players 
were awarded five points for a first-place 
vote, three points for a second-place vote 
and one point for a third-place vote:
Player, Team  Points
 1st 2nd 3rd Pts
M. Carter-Williams, Phi 104 15 4 569
Victor Oladipo, Orl 16 89 17 364
Trey Burke, Utah 1 13 52 96
Mason Plumlee, Brk 2 5 33 58
Tim Hardaway Jr., NY 1 2 12 23
Gorgui Dieng, Min - - 3 3
Steven Adams, OKC - - 1 1
G. Antetokounmpo, Mil - - 1 1
Nick Calathes, Mem - - 1 1

BY CLIFF BRUNT

The Associated Press

OKLAHOMA CITY — Chris 
Paul got the best of Russell West-
brook in a matchup of two of the 
league’s best point guards.

Paul made a career-high eight 
three-pointers and scored 32 
points to help the Los Ange-
les Clippers beat the Thunder 
122-105 Monday night in Game 
1 of their Western Conference 
semifinal.

Paul, who had never made 
more than five three-pointers in a 
game, also had 10 assists.

“It was just one of those nights,” 
he said. “This one will definitely 
go down in the history books for 
me. Don’t count on it for Game 2, 
I can tell you that.”

Though Paul is a career 36 
percent three-point shooter, he 
doesn’t usually shoot them so 
often. Once he started hitting 
them, he became increasingly ag-
gressive. He made eight of nine 
on the night.

“When somebody’s got it going 
like that, you just try to stay out of 
the way as much as possible, but 
also help keep that fire going,” 
Clippers forward Blake Griffin 
said.

Westbrook led the Thunder 
with 29 points on 9-for-14 shoot-
ing, but he had six turnovers and 
just four assists. Kevin Durant 
had 25 points and Serge Ibaka 
added 12 for the Thunder.

Oklahoma City thought it de-
fended Paul relatively well.

“I thought on a lot of those 
threes, especially early in the 
game, we had a hand in his face 
and a hand in his shots,” Thun-
der guard Thabo Sefolosha said. 
“So we did a decent job, but those 
shots went in, and that boosted 
their whole team.”

The Thunder suffered their 
worst home loss since moving to 
Oklahoma City.

“We have to get more physi-

cal,” Durant said. “I’m not talk-
ing about hard fouls, I’m talking 
about jamming the lane, fighting 
through screens and not letting 
guys run free. We just have to be 
more physical.”

Griffin scored 23 points, Jamal 
Crawford had 17 and J.J. Redick 
added 12 for the Clippers.

Game 2 is Wednesday night in 
Oklahoma City.

Both teams were coming off 
Game 7 wins in the first round on 
Saturday night, but only the Thun-

der looked weary. Oklahoma City
opened by taking a 16-10 lead, but
the Clippers responded with a 24-
6 run. Paul hit five three-pointers 
in the first quarter, matching his
career high for threes in a playoff 
game in the first 12 minutes. The 
Clippers shot 67 percent in the
first quarter to take a 39-25 lead.

“I’ve never seen him this ag-
gressive,” Clippers coach Doc
Rivers said. “He felt like he need-
ed to set the tone.”

Los Angeles extended its lead
to 24 points in the second quarter
and took a 69-52 halftime lead,
with Paul getting 22 points and
six assists.

Durant and Westbrook scored 
16 points each in the first half, but
the Thunder committed 11 turn-
overs before halftime.

A quick three-pointer and a 
pull-up jumper by Paul pushed
the Clippers’ lead to 78-56 in 
the opening minutes of the third
quarter. The Clippers reached
100 points with just over a minute
left in the period and led 104-78 
heading into the fourth quarter.

The score that matters to the
Thunder is 1-0. They were behind
2-1 and 3-2 against Memphis in 
the first round and rallied to win 
the series.

“We just understand that we 
don’t go into Game 2 with a 17-
point lead,” Paul said. “You know,
you’ve just got to come back and
be hungry and not be satisfied 
with one.” 

BY MICHAEL MAROT

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Washington keeps 
finding ways to break through old, stubborn 
barriers.

Even in the unlikeliest place of all 
— Indiana.

Bradley Beal scored 14 of his 25 points in 
the fourth quarter, Trevor Ariza added 22 and 
the Wizards held off the Pacers with a stout 
defense over the final 7 ½ minutes Monday 
night to get a 102-96 win in Game 1 of the 
Eastern Conference semifinals.

It was Washington’s first second-round win 
in 32 years.

“We know it’s a tough building to play in. We 
haven’t won here in a while,” Ariza said after 
the Wizards snapped a 12-game losing streak 
in Indy. “Why wouldn’t this be the best time to 
come here and get a win — in the playoffs?”

The Wizards know there is a lot more work 
to do in this best-of-seven series. Game 2 is 
Wednesday in Indianapolis.

So far, though, things have gone well for the 
upstart Wizards.

After clinching their first playoff berth since 
2008, the Wizards have advanced to the sec-
ond round for the first time since 2005, won at 
Indiana for the first time since April 18, 2007, 
and have their first second-round win since 
April 28, 1982. Washington has opened these 
playoffs with four straight road wins and put 
the pressure right back on the top seed in the 
Eastern Conference.

It doesn’t get better than that for a young 
team that beat Chicago 4-1 in the opening 
round.

“The way I think about it, I’m 20 years old, 
I’m playing in the playoffs, something I’ve al-
ways dreamed of. Why not embrace it?” Beal 
said. “Why not accept the challenge and have 

fun with it? That’s all I’m doing — having 
fun.”

For the Pacers, it was another kick in the 
pants. After salvaging their season with two 
straight wins to beat Atlanta in seven games, 
Indiana lost Game 1 for the second straight 
series and for many of the same reasons.

They were outrebounded 53-36 and were 
outscored 19-5 on second-chance points. They 
got beat outside as Washington made a fran-
chise playoff-record 10 three-pointers with 
Ariza going 6-for-6. They got no points and no 
rebounds from 7-foot-2 center Roy Hibbert, 
who has looked nothing like the All-Star he 
was during the first half of the season.

And when they were desperately trying to 
rally in the fourth quarter, Indiana went seven 
minutes without a basket.

Things got so frustrating that even the 
emotional Lance Stephenson lost his cool and 
snapped at coach Frank Vogel when he was 
yanked with 1 minute to play in the third 
quarter. Vogel said he took Stephenson out 
because he didn’t want him playing 48 min-
utes. Stephenson said he was mostly mad at 
himself.

“I waited too late,” Stephenson said. “Third 
quarter was too late to turn [it] up. I mean we 
need to come out first quarter and turn [it] up 
and get everybody going so the second half we 
could already have that pace.”

Paul George and George Hill scored 18 
points each to lead the Pacers, though half of 
Hill’s points came on three threes in the final 
minute when it was too late to come back. 
David West added 15 points and 12 rebounds.

The Wizards trailed once all game, 31-30, 
and immediately retook the lead.

But Washington won this one in large part 
because it beat Indiana at its own game.

Marcin Gortat had 15 rebounds, six on the 
offensive end where Washington held a 17-6 

advantage. The defense limited Indiana to
40.7 percent shooting and never allowed them 
to get closer than six points until the final
minute of the game.

By then it was too late. 

Paul sets tone in Clippers’ win

SUE OGROCKI/AP

Thunder guard Russell Westbrook tries to drive against the Clippers’ 
Chris Paul during the first quarter of Monday’s Game 1 of the 
Western Conference semifinals. Paul got the better of the matchup.

MICHAEL CONROY/AP

The Wizards’ John Wall, right, makes a 
pass around the Pacers’ Roy Hibbert during 
the first quarter of Game 1 of the Eastern 
Conference semifinals in Indianapolis on 
Monday. Washington won 102-96.

Wizards steal another road opener
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BY DAVE CAMPBELL

The Associated Press

With a record 102 early entrants declaring for 
this NFL draft, the depth of talent is obvi-
ous. Quarterbacks are no exception, with 
a trio of potential top-10 picks and another 

half-dozen or so prospects projected as viable mid-round 
options.

This ought to be an ideal sce-
nario, then, for teams in this 

pass-driven league missing 
a long-term solution at the 
most important position in 
the sport.

So why isn’t taking a Blake 
Bortles, Teddy Bridgewater 
or Johnny Manziel at the 
start of Thursday night’s 

proceedings a slam dunk?
While more media coverage 

is a factor in Bortles, 
Bridgewater and 

Manziel being 
poked and prodded 
to near-pulp, all of 
them left college 
early. Bortles brings 
the least experi-
ence out of Central 
Florida. Bridgewa-
ter, from Louisville, 
has shown accuracy 
problems. Manziel 
is relatively short, and his well-docu-

mented time and exploits at Texas A&M 

raised concerns about maturity.
“I don’t think they’re physically ready. 

I don’t think they’re far along mentally. I 
think they might be a work in progress for six 
months or a year,” said ESPN analyst and 
former NFL head coach Jon Gruden, 
considered a quarterbacks guru.

Minnesota general manager 
Rick Spiel-
man, one 
of those 
execu-
tives under 
pressure to 
find the right guy, 
describing the predraft 
scheming as “torturous” in a 
recent interview?

“Nothing is a sure thing. 
There’s no Andrew Luck, no 
Peyton Manning. It is such a 
mixed bag with each player. 
Every one of them has posi-
tives. Every one of them has 
negatives. And if that’s the 
way you end up feeling, why 
don’t you just wait ’til later 
in the draft and take someone 
with the first pick you’re sure 
will help you 
right now?” 
Spielman 
told SI.com.

Spielman could well have 
been trying to smoke-screen his 
desire to select one of the QBs 
with the eighth overall pick, but 
there was surely some truth to 
his explanation. With his own
SEE QUESTION ON PAGE 27

Scherzer sharp as Tigers top Astros;
Braves drop 7th straight   MLB, Page 29

Wizards steal road opener in Indiana;
Clippers get by Thunder   NBA, Page 31

Franchise QBs: Hardest to pick, or is a bust more magnified?

Louisville 
QB Teddy 
Bridgewater  
looks to be 
the most NFL-
ready QB, but 
accuracy is a 
question. 
JOSHUA C. CRUEY, 
ORLANDO SENTINEL/MCT

Lack of experience for Central Florida 
quarterback Blake Bortles could be a red 
flag in the eyes of NFL general managers.

STEPHEN M. DOWELL, ORLANDO SENTINEL/MCT
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Kings go up 2-0 on Ducks with sixth 

straight playoff win   NHL, Page 30SPORTS

Texas A&M’s Johnny Manziel won 
a Heisman Trophy, but general managers, scouts 
and analysts are split over his viability as a franchise QB. 
L.G. PATTERSON/AP
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